Lebanese bos crashldlis 53 in Turkey 

ANKARACR) — A Lebanese tourist bus plunged into a ravine in eastern 
Tjnrkcy Wednesday and police said 53 people were killed. Most were 
Sbnte Muslim pilgrims on their way to shrines in Iran. Hie bus, carrying 
54 passengers, plunged off a bend at 8 JO a.m. (0530 GMT) near the 
village of Sonkaya 18 kilometres from the town of Dognbeyaat on the 
Iranian border. A traffic police officer in Dogubeyazit Mid Reuters by 
telephone that 49 Lebanese, inducting 14 women and a child, died in the 
crash. Three Iranians, one of them a woman , were killed Another woman 
of unknown nationality also died and a badly injured Lebanese man was 
taken to hospital in the town of Agri. A Lebanese diplomat said the bin 
belonged to a Beirut travel agency winch has been organising pilgrim tours 
bo Shfite shrines in Iran, notably Qom, for at least five years. Last year 
oJTO people died on roads in Turkey, which has the one of the highest 
traffic a en de n t rates in the world. In February, 22 Iranians were killed 
when their bus horded into an icy river in northeastern Turkey. A 
deranged Turk set fire to a Greek tour bus in Istanbul in April, killing 
himsel f and 34 Greek tourists. 
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Masri attends Libyan celebration 

nFNfiw A 7 T fAcwnriesI — Prime Minister Taher A1 Masri arrived here 

martSc end offfiefiist phase of a Liby^^n^^ccU ^ 

MasriTwho is acewnpaijied by the romstm of 
raSM Vm^STtoTjbyim leader Muammar Qadhafi from Krag 
in tenfyto a message the King had receival from the Libyan 
leader inviting him to the ceremony. Mr. Masri’s visit » 3“ 

second by a fogh-nmkiiig Jordanian offioal Since rdattons ia 

October. King Hussein vrotrf Utyarn 

Sbraaiy a fcw days before the Gnlf war ended. General Qaffiafi 
Araband otb« world leaders to attend the opentng of tte > 
Man-Made river Wednesday. The bflUotHdollar water OT" «* 
stalled in 1983. It is derigned to carry water from a huge Wee hj^ea* the 
Serf in thTroudi threSgta underground pipes to co^al mm a dm 
jjprtjj nwuiM* Unani bfiiharak met here with Yasser Ararat for 


north. Egypt’s President Hosm Mutraraa mm iwre w.ui 

the firsttune since the Gulf crisis when the two leaden supported diflere 

sides. 
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Iraq restores 
Int’l telex link 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has re- 
sumed international telex com- 
munications after a seven-month 
interruption caused by the Gulf 
war, tiie Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported Wednesday. The 
director of the central office for 
telex services told INA that tech- 
nicians reconnected the interna- 
tional telex lines with the main 
telephone switching board in 
Baghdad. Telex service covers all 
of Iraq’s 18 provinces, INA said. 
“Work will continue to increase 
international telex lines and telex 
services will be improved during 
next week through adding new 
international tines,” the news 
'.agency said. Iraq’s telecom- 
munications facilities were 
bombed by the allies in the Gulf 
war. Gradually, telephone ser- 
•nipo has been restored in the 
fauntry, and Iraq announced ear- 
lier tins month that some interna- 
tional calls could be made. 

Yemen signs gas 
accordwith 
U.S. firms 

SANAA (R) — Yemen’s oil 
minister, who returned Tuesday 
night from the United States, said 
he had signed protocols with two 
American firms on exploiting gas- 
fields in the eastern region. The 
Yemeni News Agency quoted 
Saleh Ben Hn&sainoun as saying 
Hunt and Exxon would submit a 
final study on gas exploitation for 
development purposes in the next 
few months. Official oQ sources 
say three new gasfieids have been 
discovered in the region with 
estimated reserves of more than 

10 trillion cubic feet. In 1989 the 

011 Ministry estimated Yemen’s 
reserves of natural gas at seven 
trillion cubic feet. 

Singapore’s Changi 
again voted 
best airport 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore’s 
Qiangi airport has been voted the 
world’s best for the fourth succes- 
sive year by readers of the British 
magazin e “Business Traveller,” 
the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Singapore (CAAS) said. Changi 
won 49 per cent of the votes for 
best airport, followed by Amster- 
dam’s Scfaipol with 14 per cent 
and Zuricb-Kloten with six per 
cent, CAAS quoted the magazine 
saying. 

Morocco Jails 
6 students 

RABAT (AP) — Six Islamic 
fundamentalist students have 
been sentenced to three months 
in prison due to dashes with 
police over library hours that left 
one student dead, the MAP news 
agency reported Wednesday. The 
court of appeals in Casablanca 
upheld convictions against the 
students for “violence against 
dvil servants exercising their 
duties” in proteas at Casablan- 
ca’s University School of Medi- 
cine in April, MAP reported. The 
elected student council, com- 
posed primarily of Islamic fun- 

$ mentalists, led protests last 
ring to demand that school 
administrators extend library 
hours ahead of exams. On April 
18, club-wielding police charged 
protesters outside the university 
hospital. Some students sought 
refuge in the hospital, and one 
was crushed by elevator doors 
when he tried to cram into a 
crowded lift. Fifteen other stu- 
dents remain accused of “theft, 
outrage and violence toward civil 
servants” that could result in 
five-year prison sentences, MAP 
reported. 

Police arrest 
Bhutto followers 

r 

kRACHI (R) — Police 
1 more than 30 activists of 
opposition leader Benazir Bhut- 
to’s Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) Wednesday in a crackdown 
after the lolling of a police offi- 
ddl, a PPP spokesman said. But a 
police spokesman said only 18 
PPP activists were detained after 
gunmen shot dead Sob-Inspector 
MaHk Mohammad Ahsan Tues- 
day. He was investigating cases 
a ga inst Ms. Bhutto’s jailed hus- 
band Asif Afi Zardari. The PPP 
spokesman pot the number of 
-rests at 30. Police blame the. 
Sling on the clandestine A1 Zul- 
organisation . 


Back off, Gorbachev 

warns Yeltsin amid 
government changes 

Boris Pankin named foreign minister; 
KGB loses its powerful governing body 


Combined agency dispatches 

PRESIDENT MIKHAIL Gor- 
bachev told Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin Wednesday to stop en- 
croaching on Ins authority, as Mr. 
Yeltsin’s men consolidated their 
grip on key posts in the Soviet 
government. 

With Mr. Gorbachev’s approv- 
al, the Soviet parliament formally 
sacked the national cabinet in the 
aftermath of last week’s attempt 
to overthrow him by hardline 
Communists. 

Mr. Gorbachev Wednesday 
named Boris N. Pankin, a former 
ambassador to Sweden as the new 
foreign minister in place of a man 
he feed after the coop, state 
television announced. 

There had been intense spe- 
culation that Mr. Gorbachev 
would ask Eduard Shevardnadze 
to resume the post he resigned 
last December. 

The announcement, read on 
the main evening news broadcast 
Vremya, gave no other details 
bat noted that the nomination 
most be confirmed by the Sup- 
reme Soviet legislature. 

Mr. Pankin, 60. was the only 


Soviet ambassador who (fid not 
follow the orders issued by those 
who tried to topple Mr. Gor- 
bachev last week, said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Vadim 
Kozyulin. 

He said that Mr. Pankin most 
recently was ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia, and served as 
ambassador to Sweden starting in 
September 1982. 

When Mr. Shevardnadze res- 
igned, be warned that the nation 
was moving towards “dicta- 
torship” and complaining that 
hardliners were blocking efforts 
to improve relations with the 
West. 

Mr. Gorbachev last week fired 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh, accusing him of 
"manoeuvring or worse” daring 
the coop. Mr. Bessmertnykh 
issued a hand-written letter to 
lawmakers on Tuesday saying he 
was in his office during the 
takeover, trying to prevent dam- 
age to Soviet foreign relations. 

Seeking to hold the crumbling 
Soviet state together, parliament 
Wednesday approved a tempor- 
ary ad min i s t r ation, with members 


from all 15 constituent republics, 
to run the economy. 

“I cannot trust this cabinet. 
That is that,” Mr. Gorbachev, 
still bitter over ministers' role in 
the foiled coup, told the chamber 
before the 402-16 vote. 

He said a string of decrees 
which Mr. Yeltsin issued during 
the coup on matters legally the 
concern of the Kremlin had been 
appropriate in the circumstances. 

But he added: “Now that is 
behind ns, when documents 
appear... seeking to involve the 
leadership of Russia (in Soviet 
matters), I most say that this is 
unacceptable to all, including the 
president of Russia. 

“Everything must be based on 
the constitution. And now on 
cooperation.” 

Earlier, Mr. Gorbachev dis- 
solved tiie governing body of the 
KGB security service in another 
effort to restore his authority. 

This hit at the third pillar of the 
(rid Soviet establishment, follow* 
ing tiie confiscation of Commun- 
ist Party property and an 
announcement of sweeping 


(Continued on page 


Sharon gives detailed 
plans for settlement 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Hous- 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon, in a 
speech to Israel’s parliament, has 
disclosed his most detailed plans 
to date for expanding Jewish set- 
tlement of the occupied West 
Bank by tens of thousands. 

Mr. Sharon said the expansion 
of occupied Jerusalem to indude 
"more of Israel” and the West 
Bank was crucial to future bous- 
ing plans. On Wednesday, Reu- 
ters obtained a transcript of his 
Monday remarks. 

“We have set for ourselves a 
goal of guaranteeing that in Jeru- 
salem, foe capital of the Jews and 
the eternal capital of Israel, there 
will be a Jewish majority. We are 
proceeding today with a far- 
reaching vision that in the greater 
Jerusalem area there will be a 
million Jews,” Mr. Sharon said. 

Mr. Sharon said his plan was 
for Jerusalem to link up with the 
largest West Bank Jewish settle- 
ment, Maale Adumim five 
kilometres to the east, and for 
Maale Adumim to extend east- 
ward to ridges overlooking the 
town of Jencho. 

‘This is going to be the longest. 


dty in the world," shouted 
opposition parliament member 
Haim Ramon. * 

Other areas of Jewish settle- 
ment in the West Bank would 
grow, including Avnei Hefetz 
near the town of Tulkarm where 
4,000 homes would be buQt and 
Arid near Nablus where 1,000 
new homes are already under 
way, Mr. Sharon said. 

Israel has stepped up land con- 
fiscation in the occupied territor- 
ies, seizing more than seven per 
cent of the land in tiie West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in the past 18 
months, a Palestinian human 
rights group said Tuesday. 

Israel now directly controls 50 
to 60 per cent of the occupied 
land, and is using much of it for a 
massive Jewish settlement drive, 
A1 Haq said in a report. 

The land seizures are illegal 
and violate international human 
rights conventions that bar con- 
fiscation unless demanded by the 
necessaries of war, said A1 Haq, 
the West Bank affiliate of the 
Geneva-based International 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel says Palestinian 
travel curbs eased 

from travel to Jordan would still 
not be allowed to leave. The 
earing of the travel procedures 
was to “make it easier for the rest 
of the population,” she added. 

Said Kanaan, a Nablus 
businessman, said what 
was introduced as an easing of 
travel restrictions “changed no- 
thing, and had no baric or fun- 
damental value.” 

The only difference will be that 
instead of turning back Palesti- 
nians who wish to travel to Am- 
man at military headquarters, 
they wiU be sent home at the 
bolder, he said. 

“I don't think tins is more than 
a public relations issue by winch 
they want to inform the world 
they have alleviated restrictions 
on Palestinians ... to encourage 
them to go to the peace process,” 
said Mr. Kanaan, who has been 
banned from travelling abroad 
since early last year. 

“At least they could allow 
people like me to leave. If they 
have something against me let 
them put me in prison, but as 
kmg as they have nothing, let met 

(Continued on page 3) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel has 
announced that Palestinians from 
the West Bank wishing to travel 
to Jordan would no longer have 
to formally dear their plans with 
the army. 

Elise Shazar, spokeswoman for 
Israel’s army, said the restrictions 
on travel to Jordan imposed at 
the start of the Palestinian upris- 
ing in December 1988 would be 
revoked Sept. 1. 

“Since the uprising a Palesti- 
nian wishing to cross into Jordan 1 
had to buy an exit permit for 320' 
shekels ($135) and then go to the 
military government for further 
examination,” Ms. Shazar said. 

“Now we have returned to the 
way it was before tiie uprising. 
The Palestinian buys the exit 
permit but no longer has to report 
for further questioning,” she 
added. 

Palestinians wishing to travel 
had their tax records checked and 
their backgrounds investigated 
for c riminal and anti-Israeli activ- 
ity before they were allowed to 
go, Ms. Shazar said. 

However, Ms. Shazar said 
Palestinians burned previously 
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PLO team 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (Agencies) — A Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) delegation, headed by Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas, arrived in 
Cairo Wednesday for talks on a 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference in October, government 
sources said. 

They said Mr. Abbas, on his 
eighth visit to Cairo since die end 
of the Gnlf war in February, 
would meet Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa Thursday after 'Mr. 
Musa's retain from Libya. 

Mr. Abbas told Egypt’s weekly 
A1 Mussawar magazine that 
Palestinians would not mind a 
solution to the Arab-Israeti con- 
flict based on stages bat bound by 
a timetable and eventually lead- 
ing to self-determination. 

He said if Israel agreed to give 
Palestinians self-rale in the occu- 
pied territories, they would re- 
quest international supervision. 

“But there is no dear and 
specific picture until now,” he 
said. “We are about to go to the 
peace conference ... on two 
grounds: Land for peace and 
(U.N.) Resolutions 242 and 338.” 

Palestinian representation to 
the U.S.- and Soviet-sponsored 
peace conference remains the 
main stumbling block. Israel in- 
sists no PLO members or East 
Jerusalem Palestinians included. 

Mr. Abbas said if the United 
States wanted to hold the meeting 
on time, it first had to resolve the 
question of East Jerusalem and 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has reaffirmed that East Jeru- 
salem must be included in the 
negotiations. 

La an interview published in the 
early edition of Wednesday’s A1 
Gomhuria newspaper Mr. Arafat 
raised five points that he said 
define the Palestinian position. 

He said East Jerusalem should 
be subject to negotiation and 
Jerusalem Palestinians should 
take part in any Palestinian de- 
legation. 

Israel should withdraw from all 
Arab territories it occupies which 
include the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip, East Jerusalem and the 
Golan Heights, Mr. Arafat 
added. 

He Also said Israeli settlements 
should be halted and Palestinians 
Irving there should be given inter- 
national protection. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel must 
give guarantees either to the 
Arab League or to Egypt that it 

(Continued on page 5) 



Hh Majesty idng Hussein with Austri an President Kurt Waldheim ta 
Vienna (Petra p&soto) 

King arrives in London 
after thanking Austria 
for stand during crisis 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
arrived in London from Austria 
Wednesday on a private visit to 
the United Kingdom during 
which he will meet with several 
British officials. 

King Hussein’s talks in London 
are expected to deal with the 


latest developments in the Middle 
East and efforts exerted to con- 
vene an international peace con- 
ference. 

Kmg Hussein was received in 
the airport by senior British offi- 
cials, Tbeir Royal Highness 
Prince Moahmmad and Princess 
Taghreed and the Jordanian 
ambassador in London. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Little progress visible 
after Iran-Iraq talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — An Ira- 
qi official left for home Wednes- 
day after four days of talks in 
Tehran which apparently foiled to 
resolve problems remaining from 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Manuchehr Mottald, seeing 
off Iraqi Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Sa’ad Abdul Majid AI 
Faisal, said further talks were 
necessary to resolve outstanding 
issues, Tehran Radio reported. 

It said Mr. Mottald accepted 
Mr. Faisal’s invitation to visit 
Baghdad but (fid not give a date. 

Baghdad had indicated Mr. 
Faisal’s talks had not made much 
headway when on Tuesday night 
it refused Tehran's offer to help 
repair Iraq's Shiite Muslim 
shrines in Najaf and Karbala, 
damaged in an abortive post-Gulf 
war rebellion. 

Mr. Faisal discussed the ex- 
change of the remaining prisoners 
of war (PoWs), dredging of the 
Shaft Al Arab border river as 
well as tiie fate of Iraqi aircraft 
which fled to Iran durin g the Gulf 
war with Mr. Mottald and Fore-' 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Vclayati. 

His visit was the first high-level 


contact since March when the two 
neighbours resumed a war of 
words over Iraq’s crackdown on 
Shiite Muslim andXurdish rebel- 
lions which erupted after the Gnlf 
war. 

Baghdad accused Tehran of 
sending saboteurs across the bor- 
der and Iranian leaders renewed 
calls for the overthrow of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Tehran, which remained neut- 
ral during the Gnlf war and says 
Iraq’s territorial integrity must 
remain intact, has called for res 
sumption of contacts. 

“For ns the principle is to have 
relations with Iraq irrespective of 
who is ruling there,” President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Vdayati told Mr. Faisal 
Iran was ready to help repair the 
Karbala and Najaf shrines, 
among the most holy for Shiites, 
which were badly damaged in 
fighting between the anny and 
rebels. 

But tiie Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement: “Let those 
who want to achieve political 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.N. chief: Sahara plan 
goes ahead as planned 

Mr. Sommaroga said the.ICRC 
hoped to visit prisoners held by 
both rides, as provided for the 
peace plan. “But we have not 
been able to start,” he added. 

Algeria has urged Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar to carry on with his peace 
plan. 

“We reaffirmed our support to 
the secretary-general ... we en- 
courage him to display tenacity 
and, if needed, firmness to imple- 
ment the plan,” Algerian Foreign 
Minister takhdar Ibrahnm told 
the Freqcfa daily Le Figaro in an 
interview published on Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Ibrahimi said the war over 
the Western Sahara had poisoned 
relations between Algeria, which 
backs Polisario, and Morocco. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar appealed 
to Morocco and the Polisario 
Tuesday to respect the proposed 
ceasefire. 

The U.N. chief made his state- 
ment after talks with Bechir Mns- 
tapfaa Sayed, a representative of 
the Polisario guerrillas, at the 
United Nations building in Gene- 
va. .... 

“For me, it’s Sept. 6 when the 
ceasefire has to start,” Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar told reporters^” The 
peace plan must be respected 
fully.” 

In Madrid, a Polisario state- ‘ 
meat said five people were lulled 
and 20 injured when Moroccan 
'forces bombed the town of Tifar- 
iti Tuesday. 

' Tifariti is in the south of West- 
ern Sahara. 


GENEVA (Agencies) — United 
Nations Secretory -General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Wednesday 
his peace plan for the Western 
Sahara would be implemented on 
schedule despite fresh fighting. 

He said it was not for Morocco 
or the Polisario Front to decide 
on a timetable for ending the 
15-year conflict over the 
phosphate-rich territory. 

An upsurge of fighting this 
month after a two-year tacit trace 
has cast doubt on the U.N. plan 
to settle the conflict between 
Morocco and the Polisario guer- 
rillas fighting for independence 
for the former Spanish colony. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said a 
formal ceasefire wonkl come into 
force on Sept. 6. It is to be 
followed by a referendum in 
January. 

“It’s my decision and I have 
informed than (the two sides) erf 
my decision. It’s as simple as' 
that,” he told a news c o n fere n ce. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar met a 
senior Polisario official Tuesday. 
He held talks this mouth with 
Morocco’s foreign minister. 

Morocco’s King Hassan earlier 
this month asked for a dealy in 
implementing the plan. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said after 
meeting with CoroeUo Sommar- 
uga, president of the Internation- 
al. Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC): 

“Sept 6 remains the ceasefire 
date and from that date we will 
begin frill implementation of the 
peace plan.” 


U.N. panel voices concern 
over Kuwaiti practices 


By Caroline Farqj 

Special ta the Jordan Times 
THE SUB-COMMISSION on 
Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities of tiie 
United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights has expressed its 
deep concern over human rights 
violations committed by the 
Kuwaiti authorities against non- 
Kuwaitis in Kuwait, according 
to an official source at the sub- 
commission. 

In a telephone interview with 
the Jordan Times, and Al Rai, 
the source said that the commit- 
tee adopted a draft resolution in 
voicing its deep concern over 
reports on arrests without trial, 
torture, unjust trials, enforced or 
involuntary disappearances, 
deaths in custody and possible 
extrajudicial executions in 
Kuwait as well as deportations 
and other abuses against non- 
Knwaitis since tiie withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 

The sub-commission expressed 
hope' that a fact-finding mission, 
a ppo i nted March 6, 1991 based 
on the commission resolutions 
1991/67, will be ready to give 
more attention to major human 
rights violations in Kuwait. 

The source told the Jordan 
Tunes that the draft resolution 
was supported by 16 votes in the 


22-member gathering. Four votes 
were against and there were two 
abstentions, he said. 

Following is the resolution: 
The Sab-Commission on Pre- 
vention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities, 

Guided by the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 
the universal declaration of hu- 
man rights and the international 
covenants on human rights. 
Recalling General Assembly 
Resolution 45/170 of 18 Decem- 
ber 1990 concerning the situation 
of human rights in occupied 
Kuwait, 

Concerned at allegations re- 
lated to arbitrary arrests, torture, 
mtfair trials, enforced or involun- 
tary disappearances, deaths in 
custody and possible extrajudicial 
executions in Kuwait, as well as 
deportations and other abuses 
against non-Kuwaitis since the 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces. 
Expresses its hope that the 
special rapporteur appointed pur- 
suant to Commission Resolution 
1991/67 will give dne attention to 
alleged gross violations of human 
rights currently occurring in 
Kuwait and will inform the com- 
mission of developments affect- 
ing the situation of human rights 
in Kuwait since tiie withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces." 


Kurdish leaders meet, 
divided over strategy 


SHAQLAWA, Iraq (R) — Iraq’s 
Kurdish leaders and thousands of 
heavily-armed supporters met in 
the rebel-held town ofUhaqiawa 
Wednesday to discuss splits over 
a draft autonomy deal being 
negotiated with Baghdad. 

Several thousand Kurdish 
Peshmerga guerrillas armed with 
assault rifles packed the moun- 
tain resort of Shaqlawa where 
their chiefs were to discuss the 
latest autonomy terms. 

Tire Iraqi Kurdistan Front, 
grouping eight political parties, 
had postponed a meeting three 
times in less than a week because 
erf internal dissent over the draft 

The dispute pits Massond Bar- 
zani against Jalal Talabam, lead- 
ers of the two biggest Iraqi Kur- 
dish guerrilla groups. 

Kurdish sources say the strag- 
gle has as much to do with the 
future leadership of the Kurdish 
resistance as with differences 
over the proposed autonomy 
pact. 

Mr. Barzam, chief of the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party (KDP), 
has pressed for the front to meet 
and endorse the draft Mr. Taia- 
bani, who leads the Patriotic Un- 


ion of Kurdistan (PUK), opposes 
the accord in its present form and 
has been delaymg-a Vote. 

The autonomy agreement, if 
implemented, would give the 
Kuds broad political rights and 
administrative responsibilities. 

Kurdish leaders spent four 
months negotiating with the Iraqi 
government after a Kurdish re- 
bellion in March was crashed by 
the army. 

The Kurdish negotiators say 
they cannot extract anything 
more from Baghdad than the 
terms now on offer. 

Neither Mr. Barzam nor Mr. 
Talabam will comment directly 
on the draft, but Kurds dose to 
the negotiating process report 
dear differences between the two 
long-time rivals. 

Mr. Barzani maintains the Kur- 
dish people are exhausted from 
their rebellion and subsequent 
flight to border mountains where 
tens of thousands remain 
stranded. The autonomy accord,, 
however imperfect, will give 
Kurds time to recuperate and 
rebuild. 

(Continaed on page 3) 


Perez de Cuellar to pursue 
hostage diplomacy at U.N. 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Jaiver Perez 
de Cuellar wound up three days 
of talks on the Middle East hos- 
tage crisis Wednesday, saying be 
remained confident at prospects 
for an exchange package. 

He said be would continue 
pressure on aD parties concerned 
for a deal involving II Western 
hostages, seven Israeli service- 
men missing in Lebanon and 
some 400 Arab detainees under 
Israeli controL 

“There are reasons for being 
confident and I hope, with the 
contacts I will continue to have m 
New York, that I will make more 
and more progress.” 

The U.N. chief met Wednes- 
day with Coraelio Sommaroga, 
haul of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
a possible intermediary in any 
exchange. 

Amal militia chief Nabih Beni 
offered Wednesday to exchange 
the bodies of two Israeli service- 
men for Arab prisoners held by 
an Israeli-backed militia in South 
Lebanon. 

But Mr. Beni, a minister of 
state in the Lebanese govern- 
ment, reiterated hn demand that 
Israel free 28 women from Khiam 
prison to verify their identity. 

Israel, demands proof of the 
fete of all seven of its servicemen 
missing in Lebanon before 
freeing any Arabs ks part of 
U.N.-'brokered swap. 

"These two (Israeli) bodies are 
.with us wish their clothes and 


weapons,” Mr. Bern told Rei 
ters in an interview at his home i 
tiie village of Msalleh, about 5 
kilometres sooth of Beirut. 

“Israel has known about thi 
for more than two years becaus 
the subject of these bodies is 
matter of contacts with th 
ICRC. 

“The Israelis want (the ICRC 
to examine these bodies befor 
releasing the detainees we ar 
asking for bnt I want die 2 
women released and then th 
bodies can be examined,” h 
said. 

Asked if he would hand ove 
the bodies, Mr. Beni said: “A 
for an exchange, it would have t 
be with all detainees in Khiam.' 

Information on the Israelis — 
or some step by Israel — seem t 
be the key to a prisoner swap 
Earlier this month, pro-Irania 
kidnappers freed two hostages 
Briton John McCarthy am 
American Edward Tracy, demau 
ding a similar gesture from Israel 

Israel appealed Wednesday t 
the Iranians to release informs 
tion on a missing servicemen saa 
to have been sold to them am 
held in Tehran. 

Defence ministry spokesman 
Dan Navefa said tt was the firs 
time Amal had said “publicly an< 
dearly that the navigator Roi 
Arad was transferred from it 
hands to the Iranian Revolution 
ary Guards.” 

Mr. Arad is the seventh Israel 
serviceman to go missing in Leba 
non since 1982. 
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No PLO-Hamas accord on 
PNC; contacts to continue 



Soviet-Ethiopian brawl 
highlights Israeli gap 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two days of discus- 
sions between the Palestinian 
mainstream leadership and Mas- 
lim fundamentalists have not pro- 
duced agreement on key disputes 
over the composition of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), but both sides have 
agreed to continue contacts, rep- 
resentatives from the two sides 
said Wednesday. 

Ibrahim Ghosheh, who led the 
fundamentalist Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) delega- 
tion to the talks held Monday and 
Tuesday, said there was no shift 
in the Hamas’ demand for either 
40 per cent of all seats in the 
PNC, the Palestinian policy- 
making body, or for United 
Natio ns-supervised elections to 
the council from among Palesti- 
nians living inside and outside the 
occupied territories. 

“We have no intention to shift 
from these two base demands,” 
Mr. Ghosheh told the Jordan 
Times. “The Islamic movement is 
strong enough to substantiate this 
position,” he said. 

“They (the leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion — PLO) have the choice; 
they can either give Hamas a 
minimum of 40 per cent of seats 
in the PNC or agree to hold 
elections to the council among 
the six million Palestinians both 
outside and inside” the occupied 
territories, said Mr. Ghosheh, the 
Amman representative of the 
Gaza-based Hamas. 

“We agreed to keep all doors 
open for further discussions and 
Will continue efforts to reach 
agreement," he added. 

Mr. Gfaosheh's comments im- 
plied that Hamas might be drop- 
ping one of its previous demands; 


that the PLO drop its peace 
strategy adopted at the 1988 ses- 
sion of the PNC. 

“Hie Islamic movement will 
definitely win a majority of PNC 
seats if elections were held to- 
day,” he asserted. "This wfll give 
us enough influence to reverse 
any previous decision taken by 
the PNC,” be said. 

Hamas is an offshoot of die 
Muslim Brotherhood, die domi- 
nant political farce in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, where over 70 
per cent of residents are refugees 
from pre-1948 Palestine for 
whom any hypothetical peace set- 
tlement invloving only the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank will not 
mean much. 

Most analysts believe that this ' 
realisation is behind most Gazans 
rallying behind the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which is caning for 
the liberation of “all of Pales- 
tine." 

Recent elections for local orga- 
nisations in the West Bank have 
also underlined the growing 
strength of the fundamentalists in 
the territory, traditionally a bas- 
tion of Palestinian nationalism 
represented by the PLO rather 
than religions ideology. 

Tayseer Arouri, a member of 
the Palestinian C ommunis t Party 
who was among tbe PLO delega- 
tion attending this week's talks in 
Amman, indicated that the main- 
stream leadership was ruling out 
meeting the Hamas demands bat 
believed that common groups 
could be found with the fun- 
damentalist group if only for the 
sake of Palestinian unity a gainst 
the backdrop of the American- 
led efforts to convene Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Abu Aii Mustafa, who repre- 
sents the Popular Front for tbe 
liberation of Palestine in the 


PLO Executive Committee, 
headed the FLO team to this 
week's talks with Hamas. Others 
in die team included Saji Salameh 
and Saleh Rafaat of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine and Hani A1 Hassan, a 
political advisor to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat 

“What is important at this cru- 
cial stage in the Palestinian strug- 
gle is unity among ourselves and 
this remains our objective" 
throughout all contacts with our 
brothers in tbe Islamic move- 
ments,” Mr. Arouri said. 

According to Mr. Arouri, 
“most members of the PNC are 
elected officials of the various 
popular and professional Palesti- 
nian movements” and therefore 
the PLO leadership does not see 
any need for fresh elections to the 
council. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mohammad Milhem has 
said that the organisation was 
willing to accept elections to the 
PNC if Israel permitted the pro- 
cess. “If any party can convince 
Israel to hold such elections it is 
more than welcome,” Mr. * 
Hflhem has said. 

Mr. Arouri said be did not 
believe that a PNC session sche- 
duled to be held in Algiers on 
Sept 20 hinged on an agreement 
between tbe PLO leadership and 
Hamas. “It could be delayed for a 
few days, but no postponement 
can be expected,” he said. 

Independent Palestinian 
sources speculated that the PLO 
leadership might- go ahead and 
convence the council without 
Hamas if no agreement was 
readied, but will keep the door 
open by issuing an invitation for 

the fandamanfalig fg 

However, said a well-informed 
independent source, difficulties 
with Hamas are not tbe main 



Legal loopholes allowed U.S. 
high-tech exports to Iran, Syria 


By Marcy Gordon 
The Associa ted Pres s 

WASHINGTON — The gov- 
ernment has approved .the sale 
of more than 35300 million in 
high-technology items to Iran 
and Syria in recent years, even 
though it says those countries 
support “terrorism," according 
to documents obtained by the 
Associated Press. 

The Commerce Department 
used loopholes' in federal regula- 
tions to legally approve the 
exports, some of 'which had 
potential military use. 

From late 1987 through 
September 1990, U.S. com- 
panies got government permis- 
sion to ship computers, aircraft 
. parts, navigational, radar and 
communications equipment to 
Iran and Syria, according to 
the Commerce Department 
documents. 

One of the licenses, granted 
in July 1990, allowed a major 
U.S. computer maker to sell 
$3.9 million worth of equip- 
ment to Iran's Interior Minis- 
try . The license said the compu- 
ters “will be used for account- 
ing and payroll applications 
and ... to perform a national 
census project." 

Other licenses allowed sales 
to the Syrian Atomic Energy 
Commission of U.S. compu- 
ters, oscilloscopes and film 
processing chemicals. 

Oscilloscopes display elec- 
trical waves on fluorescent 
screens. Experts say they can 
potentially be used to develop 
missile guidance systems and 
to process data from nuclear 
weapons tests. 

Federal law bans the sale of 
sensitive U.S. technology to 
Iran and Syria because they are 
on the State Department's list 


of countries that support inter- 
national terrorism. “Govern- 
ment officials are supposed to 
“pressure denial" of such ex- 
ports — but .there are excep- 
tions.* • . - - 

One recognises the "sancti- 
ty” of previous contracts, 
which the Commerce Depart- 
ment said it used to approve a 
range of high-tech exports. 

The U.S. exporters to Iran 
and Syria included major com- 
puter makers, oil drilling com- 
panies, medical suppliers and 
other technology firms, the 
Commerce Department docu- 
ments show. 

The documents were pro- 
vided to the AP on condition 
that individual company names 
not be used. 

The AP asked Gary Milhol- 
hn, director of the Wisconsin 
project on Nuclear Arras Con- 
trol, to examine the docu- 
ments. The Washin ton-based 
project is funded by tbe Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Milhollin and his associ- 
ates, who are experts on dual- 
use technologies, identified the 
items on the list that had both 
civilian and military uses. 

Commerce Department 
spokeswoman Mildred Cooper 
declined to comment on the 
export licenses, saying they in- 
volved confidential business in- 
formation- . Ms. Cooper also 
declined to provide informa- 
tion about technology exports 
to Iran or Syria since Septem- 
ber 1990, the latest month for 
which data were obtained by 
the AP. 

Iran has been on the “terror- 
ist” hst since January 1984. 
The State Department says it 
was for a general “pattern” of 
supporting “international ter- 
rorism.” Syria went on the list 


in 1979, and the same reason 
was given. 

Tbe United States' dully re- 
lations with Iran and Syria 
have warmed in recent weeks, 

. as two Western hostages were 
released from captivity in 
Lebanon and hope grew that 
more could be freed. Earlier, 
this month. President George 
Bush publicly praised Iran, 
Syria and Lebanon for thier 
help in the release of American 
hostage Edward Tracy. 

Last month, Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad broke a 
diplo matic l ogjam by backing 
U.S. efforts for an internation- 
al Middle East peace confer- 
ence. Syria also supported the 
allied coalition against Iraq in 
the Gulf war. 

Early this year, the Com- 
merce Department was stung 
by revelations that it had 
approved $1.5 billion in ex- 
ports to Iraq of potentially 
dangerous technology from 
1985 through Aug. 2, 1990 — 
the day Iraq invaded Kuwaiti 

Iraq was not on the State 
Department's banned list when 
those exports were approved. 
Iran and Syria, however, have 
continuously remained on the 
list. 

The Commerce Department 
said that under tbe “contract 
sanctity” exemption, it 
approved the export of logic 
analysers, oscilloscopes, per- 
sonal computers ami fire detec- 
tors to Iran or Syria. But it did 
not specify which licenses were 
granted under that exemption. 

It allows the export of sensi- 
tive items under sales contracts 
signed before certain dates, tbe 
Commerce Department said. 
The dates are Oct. 22, 1987 for 
Iran and Dec. 16, 1986 for 
Syria. 


Ibrahim Ghosheh 

problem faced by tbe PLO to 
convene the PNC. 

“The entire Palestine libera- 
tion movement is at a crossroads 
and tiie PNC has to come with 
definite decisions on (the 
American-led) peace process as 
and when it is convened,” noted 
the source. 

Senior PLO officials, including 
Executive Committee members,, 
have said that the leadership was 
in favour of referring the entire 
issue of the proposed Mideast 
conference in October and 
Palestinian participation in tbe 
parely to tbe PNC. The PLO is 
seeking basic guarantees from the 
United States that Israel will 
withdraw from all Arab territor- 
ies occupied in the 1967 war and 
will freeze all settlement activities 
in the occupied territories. 

“There cannot be any ambigui- 
ty over any decision taken by the 
PNC over the peace process as 
and when the council is con- 
vened,” noted the independent 
source. “Proper ground has to be 
laid before bolding a PNC ses- 
sion, and the sheer complexity of 
the issues involved does not make 
it any easier for tbe PLO lead- 
ership,” added the source. 


Israel seeks 

$5.74 billion 
from Bonn 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel recently 
asked tire German government 
for a loan and aid package totall- 
ing 10 trillion marks ($5.74 bil- 
lion) to fund immigrant absorp- 
tion,. a prominent Israeli daily 
newspaper said Wednesday. 

Haaretz newspaper said fi- 
nance miiiistiy managing director 
Shalom zinger made the request 
in secret negotiations with the 
German government several 
weeks ago. It said the discussions 
were held in secret to avoid reast- 
ance by the German public. 

Germany is facing a severe 
budget deficit due to unification 
and its aid commitments to the 
Soviet Union. 

German officials thought the 
request excessive but agreed to 
continue negotiations with the 
Israelis in September, Haaretz 
said. 

Israel's finance ministry re- 
fused to comment on the report. 

ha May, the German govern- 
ment said it would not consider 
financial aid until Israel's stance 
on the peace process and Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was clar- 
ified. 

More than 300,000 Soviet im- 
migrants have flooded to Israel 
since Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev allowed die emigra- 
tion beginning in 1989. 

The new bead" of Israel's cen- 
tral bank, Jacob Frenkel, while 
emphasising economic reforms 
must be made, said last week 
Israel also had to look abroad to 
finance the massive immigration 
because it could not produce all 
the funds itself. 

Israel next week will officially 
ask the U.S. to guarantee loans 
worth $2 billion, the first step in 
obtaining $10 billion of U.S. loan 
guarantees in the next five years. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — His bead 
bandaged after a brawl with tbe 
Ethiopians, a Soviet immigrant 
pointed at some of tile African 
children playing in a Jerusalem 
hotel lobby and said bitterly, 
“they should be pot on buses and 
taken somewhere.” 

The fight Monday night be- 
tween Soviet and Ethiopian Jews 
in this hotel, crammed with im- 
migrants from the two communi- 
ties, left four Soviets injured. 

And the violence highlighted 
the complexities Israel is facing as 
it struggles to cope with an influx 
of new arrivals. 

The brawl made headlines in 
Israel because it added to a grow- 
ing list of incidents; A fistfigbt 
between Russian immigrants and 
longtime Israeli residents; a kin- 
dergarten in suburban Tel Aviv 
that turned away two Ethiopian 
children; a backlash against locat- 
ing trailer homes for immigrants 
in middle-class neighbourhoods. 

' The 650 Ethiopians at the Di- 
plomat Hotel are among some* 
14,000 who were airlifted to the . 
country last May. The 250 Soviet 
guests are among 290,000 who 
have flooded the country since 
mid-1989. 

The Soviets and the Ethiopians 
embody some of tbe widest cultu- 
ral rifts among Jewish immigrants 
to the country. 

The corridors and staircases of 
the hotel swarm with Ethiopian 
mothers in white robes and 
Soviets in jogging suits. A melt- 
ing pot, it is not. 

“They put their dogs at us. 
They blow smoke into oar faces. 
Yes, we are patient people, but if 
this continues ■ we shall fight," 
said one young agitated Ethio- 
pian, surrounded by friends. 

“They pick on our children, 
they kick our dogs," said the 
injured Soviet, who identified - 
himself only as Grant. “They 
dance till 3 &.m. and this lobby is 
their playground. They wouldn't 
let anybody enter.” 

Like other Soviets, he spoke on 
condition his full identity not be 
used, fearing retribution. 

Tbe Ethiopians, who arrived 
with nothing but tbe clothes on 
their backs, have all their needs 
taken care of by the government, 
winch recognised their cultural 
shock in moving overnight from 


an agrarian African economy to 
an industrial society. 

The Soviets, on the other hand, 
are considered more adept at 
Mending quickly into Israeli soci- 
ety. While they receive a financial 
grant upon arrival, they are ex- 
pected to find work and bousing 
more easily. 

That, too, breeds resentment 

. “American volunteers would 
come in and hand out money ... 
to Ethiopian children,” said 
Grant, a car mechanic from Yere- 
van. He pointed to the 
skateboard used by an Ethiopian 
child and said:“You know how 
much it costs?” 

Monday’s brawl apparently en- 
sued from a quarrel between 
Soviet and Ethiopian youths two 
ejays earlier. The Soviets claim 
the Ethiopians fought the subse- 
quent brawl with sticks and 
stones. 

A Soviet who identified himself 
as Arkady, an engineer from 
Kharkov, said bis wife was hit on 
the head while walking with their 
dog. Grant said be was hit on the 
head by a rode as he stepped out 
of the hotel. 

Inside, the lights went out and 
the fighting continued within the 
hotel. 

'Meanwhile, police offered a 
different version of events, claim- 
ing dozens of Soviet immigrants, 
aided by friends from a nearby 
hotel, attacked the Ethiopians. 

The Soviets deny the allega- 
tions. 

On Tuesday, private security 
guards patrolled the hotel to 
guard against further violence, 
and immigration officials were 
seeking a solution on the boosing 
arrangement. 

“I don’t think we can live 
together,” Grant said. 

The Soviets stress that there is 
nothing racist about their com- 
plaints. 

Arkady, who has found a tem- 
porary construction job, said: 
“The Ethiopians, I have nothing 
against them, I told them: We 
have the same blood, we should 
live in peace," he said. 

A young Ethiopian, Yitzhak 
Malisa, agreed, speaking on 
Israel TV, he said be regretted 
the brawl.. “We are all new. im- 
migrants,” 


Talabani accuses PKK of 


SHAQLAWA, Iraq (R) — An 
Iraqi Kurdish leader has accused 
Kurdish separatists in Turkey of 
maintaining secret ties with the 
Iraqi government for the last 
J three years. 

Jalal Talabani, bead of tbe 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), told Reuters the Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) had 
violated an infonnal pact among 
Kurdish groups not to have rela- 
tions with a foreign government 
without informing Kurds in that 
country. 

“Following the recent border 
troubles with Turkey we disco- 
vered that the PKK has been 
receiving arms, money and in- 
formation from Baghdad for 
three years,” said Talabani at his 
party headquarters in northern 
Iraq this week. 

“Secret deals worry us. It was 
their duty to inform us." 

Turkish troops and planes hit 
PKK bases in northern Iraq ear- 
lier this month, killing about 35 
guerrillas, and, according to 
Western relief workers, about 12 
civilians. 

Ankara has said the operation 
is over but Turkish soldiers re- 
main in Iraqi territory. “They will 
not stay indefinitely,” a Turkish 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

After talks with Turkish offi- 
cials this month, Mr. Talabani 
promised that Iraqi Kurdish guer- 
rillas would not let Turkish Kurds 
use Iraqi territory to launch raids 
on Turkey. 


“We never cross into Turkey 
for military purposes, ” he said. 
“The PKK must help us by 
observing the same courtesy. 
They must not damage our 
cause.” 

Iraqi Kurds are discussing a 
draft autonomy agreement after 
negotiations with Baghdad which 
covered control of the rugged 
Iraqi-Turish border, long a haven 
for smugglers and rebels. 

Iraqi Kurdish guerrillas have 
loosely controlled the border 
since Western troops set up 
havens in northern Iraq for Kur- 
dish refugees after an abortive 
rebellion against Baghdad in 
March. 

But they are not known to have 
clashed openly with PKK guerril- 
las whose Aug. 4 raid on a 
Turkish frontier post at Semdinli 
helped to trigger tbe Turkish 
cross-border attack. 

Nine Turkish soldiers were kil- 
led and seven were captured in 
the raid on Semdinli. 

Iraqi Kurds near the Iranian 
border said Iranian Kurds based 
in Iraq mounted a similar assault 
on Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
just inside Iran several weeks 
ago. 

They said several Revolution- 
ary Guards were killed and others . 
were captured, though some were 
later released. The Iranian Kur- 
dish guerrillas retreated to a 
stronghold in Sidakan Valley in- 
side Iraq with their prisoners 
after the attack. 


MIDDLE EAST MEWS IN BRIEF 

Four Kurdish guerrillas killed 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AP) — Security forces killed four 
Kurdish insurgents in southeastern Turkey, tbe regional gov- 
ernor's office said Tuesday. Four Kurdish separatists, including 
two women, were lolled in Sisrt province Monday after they 
opened fire on troops patrolling the area, the governor's office 
said. Found on and near the bodies, it added, were four rifles, two 
hand grenades, two backpacks,- ammunition and printed prop; 
aganda material. Meanwhile, in Simak province, security forces 
found the body of a Kurdish insurgent who apparently was killed 
when a booby trap he was handling blew up accidentally, 
according to the announcement. Kurdish guerrillas have been 
fighting since 1984 to set up and independent Kurdish state in 
southeastern Turkey where the borders with Iran, Iraq and Syria 
converge. Turkey’s southeastern border with Iraq had untfl- 
recently been tbe focus of a massive international effort to sustain 
and repatriate 450,000 Iraqi Kurds who fled after a rebellion 
failed in March war. Earlier this month, Turkey launched 
week-long operation against the outlawed Kurdish Labour Party. 
(PKK) insurgents 1 hideouts and training camps in northern Iraq*. 

U.S. troops to stay on in Kuwait 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. forces will remain in Kuwait for: 
“a couple of months” longer than previously planned’,- 
though in smaller numbers, tbe Defence Department sahf 
Tuesday. The 11th Armoured Cavalry regiment, which has beeri 
in the emirate since mid-June, has begun retaining to its home* 
.bare in Germany, but it is being replaced by a U.S. army task 
force of about 1.500 soldiers, the Pentagon said. Tbe first of thfe; 
3,700 members of tbe 11th Armoured Cavalry regiment began 
leaving Sunday, and lead elements of the task force arrived in 
Kuwait Monday, said Pete Williams, the chief Pentagon spokes- 
man. The administration earlier had indicated that all U.S.. 
combat forces would leave Kuwait by September, although it held 
out the possibility of extending the deployment. Mr. Williams said- 
it was decided to keep about 1,500 soldiers in Kuwait “for a 
couple of months” beyond September because Kuwait had made 
slower- th an -expected progress in reestablishing its own military 
forces. Also in Kuwait are about 165 members of tbe Army Corps 
of Engineers, who are, helping tbe Kuwaiti government rebuild 
services and property damaged in the war. Mr. Williams said the 
administration expected to complete an agreement soon with. 
Kuwait on U.S. use of Kuwaiti military installations 2nd the 
permanent pre-positioning of military equipment in the emirate^ 
He declined to provide any details. Mr. Williams said that 41,000 
- U.S. troops re main in the Gulf area, including the forces in. 
Kuwait. That is exactly half a million fewer than at tbe peak of the: 
Golf crisis. The remaining forces are mainly soldiers helping load ; 
U.S. military equipment for shipment out of Saudi Arabian ports • 
and sailors in the Red Sea and surrounding waters. ~- 

Family of Israeli navigator appeals to Iran 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The brother of Israeli navigator Ron Arad;- 
whose plane was shot down over Lebanon in 1986, appealed to* 
Iran Tuesday to give Mr. Arad tbe “minimal rights every PoW ' 
(Prisoner of War) deserves.” Chen Arad was responding to ah* 
announcement from the secular Amal movement in Lebanon that • 
said It had information that Mr. Arad had been sold to Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards for $500,000 and was being held in Tehran: 
“We have said again and again ... that Iran is directly responsible ’ 
for Ron’s fate," Chen Arad said. “We appeal to Iranian president 
Hasbenri Rafsanjani to give Ron tbe minim al rights that every j 
PoW deserves,” be added. Mr. Ron is the seventh Israelt* 
serviceman to go missing in Lebanon since 1982. His plane was " 
shot down on Oct. 16, 1986. The pilot bailed out and was rescued! ‘ 
Mr. Arad, tire navigator, was not beard from. Defence ministry^ 
spokesman' Dan Naveh said in response to Amal’s armouncemelf ' 
on Mr. Arad that Israel h ad .re ceived no new information on'the 
issue. Israel insists that am Lebanon prisoner swap indude its 
seven servicemen. It has raj eded ? demands to set the process in 
-motion by freeing some of the Lebanese detainees it bolds. It says 
it will make no gestures until it, receives anthoritative information 
on the fate of its missing men. . 

Algeria moves to stop arms flow 

ALGIERS (R) — Interior Minister Abdul Latif Rah a] said 
Tuesday Algeria was taking special security measures in the ; 
Sahara to deal with aims trafficking and an influx of Tuareg - 
refugees from a revolt in neighbouring Mali. “There is a state of 
insecurity in the south which is daily getting worse because of the . 
armed rebellion.” Mir. Rahal said in a radio interview. “Anns are 
circulating freely in this area (southern Algeria) and there is an * 
influx of people fleeing military operations,” he added. He said 
measures were being taken against arms traffickers and humanita- * 
nan aid dispatched to tbe area for refugees. Tuareg tribesmen ' 
began and uprising last year seeking greater autonomy in ' 
northern Mali. Gashes continued in spite of a January peace 
accord. “It seems there is at least a misunderstanding between the", 
rebels and tbe Mali government and a rebellion has resulted^ 
Leading to a situation of insecurity for our country.” Mr. Rahal 
said. 

France charges man with Bakhtiar murder 

PARIS (R) — A French judge has charged an Uranian with the * 
murder of former Iranian Prime Minister Shaponr Bakhtiar and 
his secretary, court sources said Wednesday. The man, AH Vakili 
Rad, was extradited from Switzerland and charged Tuesday night ' 
after being questioned by Judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere. He was : 
charged with two counts of murder and belonging to a group _ 
carrying out a terrorist attack, the sources said. Mr. Rad was I 
among the last three visitors received by Mr. Bakhtiar, who wa£- 
kjlle d on A ug. 6 at his home near Paris. Police in France. Italy 
and Switzerland are looking for two other suspects, both Iranians. 

Singapore, Turkey sign military pact 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore and Turkey have signed air 
agreement on military training and cooperation, Singapore’s ' 
ministry of defence said Wednesday. The pact coven exchanged 
of nulitary trainees, instuctors and other personnel, the ministry 
said in a brief statement. “The Turkey-Singa pore military training 
and cooperation agreement marks the first step in tbe enhance- 
ment of military cooperation between the two countries,” it said." ' 
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ip ffi p * 

Dr. Radwan A1 Saad (— ) 

Alstons' pharmacy .... (985238) 


ZABQAr 

Dr. Khaims A1 Jaabari .... 


KhaWefa pharmacy — .985417 


emergencies 

G*a Defence Department ...... 661111 

CSvfl Defence Immediate 

teaatc. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Resale Police 192,621111, 637777 

Kre Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubBc Security Department ...630321 

Howl Complaints 60SBOO 

Prtoe Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

Idmetwyanartanco) 121 

Overseas C&Ib ......... 010230 

Central Annum Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abddi Telephone Repairs .....661101 

JdKtatTdteviaon ...773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport...... 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J- Asm ... 644281/6 
AfcSeh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jibal Amman Maternity 642362 

MoDus, J. Amman ............... 636140 

Palestine, Shmebani .......... 664171/4 

Shmeisa ni Hospital ............... 669131 

University Hospital ............... 845845 

Al-Mu&sher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abrafi .......... 666127/37 

Al-Ah&.Abdali 6M1GU6 

Italian. A^MuhajnWi ........ 777101/3 

Al-Basbir, J. Ashrsfiefa ...... 775111/26 

Army. Marks ........ 89WJ£5 

Queen ABa Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ...... 674155 

Zaira Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zanja National Hospital .. (09)900560 


Urn Shu Hospital (09)986732 

Al HSms Modern Hupinl (09)990990 

JRBID: 

Princess Baeva Hospital .. (02)275555 
Check Grtbofic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafeet Hospital..,.. (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THB TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is svppScd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depatt- 
meqr at the Queen Alia International 
Airport TeL (K)SS200-5, where ft 
should always he verified. 


arrivals 

JilS: 


19-30 Dhahren (RJ) 

,ws Dubai. Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

I*:** Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

13:15 Madrid (RJ) 

**3« .DStotaH 

1725 Larnaca (RJ) 

J25 :■■■■*■ London (RJ) 

*** - Cairo (RJ) 

1*99 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*!59 Casablanca, TVmk fart 

14dM — ........... Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

IMS ..••••«■ Cairo (MS) 

Larnaca (CY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


OthEr Rights (Terminal (2) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 


Doha, Muscat (GF> 

Cairo (MS) 


UppeeOower price in Ss per ke, 

ssvslj 

tt.:::::::::::::::::::::: 3'g.. 

Bo * 1 * ™ ( Mn l camn m) ...... 450 /4 qq J , 

SSL; «o/2so.; 

::SS/SoJ 

: 340/iQ * 

gSL - 900/800 * 

Lemon (green) !!.!!!],..„ mo/ mo' 

205/150 

400/350 ’ 


9805 

12:59 

13:15 

1309 

Paris (RJ) 

Laxract(RJ) 

Onion (thy) 

Orante 

Peaches 

Pfuma 

1404 .................. 

1549 

.. New York (RJ) 

£Wer (hot) 

2149 

2149 

Jeddah (RJ) 
Bahrain (RJ) 



Sue 


21s45 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore I 

2249 — Doha! 

22:15 — Dubai, Muscat { 


500/450 ‘ 
340/180 ■ 


to! 320/280 

SfS - 


■'i/nt i.vm ■ : ,■ ^ V ^ 
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P ^Handicraft - Training Centre 
^Wednesday, and received dipto- 
^rtf^iias from. Her 'Majesty Queen 

^lJ ? ;’Tnhe,:22 graduates completed 
oi training in several 

fter aiaf^raft. . 

cej L^-^ Afier distributing the cerafi- 
Ou^ q>!»ed an etx- 
i fj^^sitioTr displaying’ samples of t he 
^jpradaates work in knitting and 
ceramics. . . 

The' Salt Handicrafts Training 
Q in ^Centre was founded in 1987 with 
>Bsi ) ft?- grant from- the 

e Paiw^P an government within the' 
w^^&aroewiJrlc of thetedmkd assist- 
ing h %e agreement between Jordan 


inanity. 

The first phase of the project 
to ctaded setting up weaving and 
ceramics units, with the Italians 
providing the expertise. 

According to the Noor AJ Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF). which 
supervises the centre’s opera- 
tions.. there arc plans to establish • 
production amts linked to the 
: centre .and operating under the 
supervision of the NHF*s Hand- 
icrafts Development Project. 

Ministry of Education Secret- 
ary General Mouther A1 Masri 
addressed the ceremony, noting 
that the centre was the first 
attempt of its kind to recruit and 
train people who would take 
charge of people's craft and tradi- 
tional skills in Jordan. 

Members of the Salt Develop- 
ment Corporation (SDC), which 
contributed to the project, were 
present at the ceremony along 
with the Italian ambassador and 
Jordanian officials 


results of visit to Iran 


diaige of people's a 
* «**« . *»ul stalls in Jo* 

local uati ac tors to edu- Members of :be £ 

young generation of artisans, rsent. Corporation ( 
create job opportunities for the contributed to the f 
4 T^^outh, to revive Jordan's cultural present at the cere 
,7* Sand traditional heritage and to with the Italian ami 
, a jsovide services tb the local com- Jordanian officials 
- - • 

I -rrrr: — : — ■■ — — r-: ■ 

« ^Trade delegation visiting 
v^ Austri 3 ? hopes to increase 
S^economic cooperation 
'^between the two countries 


^tMMAN(Petra) A Jordanian 
delegation will virit Austria 


‘JvJa Sept 20 tor talks on proroot- 
,ai trade ties -with Jordan, 
V3to Bcor d te g to an . ansoncement 
a ■ , Wednesday. 

Tht delegation, which is to be 
>d bySamib Darwazeh, chair- 
gatofeian of the board of directors of 
%q. Jordanian Exporters Society, 
^ftgl^roBp 15 prominent Jorda- 
res P°*Ejan. businessmen . representing 
tin liaarious industries; 
n ^Ji-Dtmng the six-day visit, the 
ighddikmounrement said, the delega- 
member ypU meet with An- 
IrajHE|nOT fflid expc«tCTs unions and 
n^Eifcithaqts deafingjn baiter trade 
• them on Jordan’s indus- 

C. TT»^ wiD afeo (fiscuss the 
^^jbspiiri of conducting deals on 
fifing Jordanian products tb Au- 


ifannteThel Awfrfoti-inuffket has a 
xi £ o*ber countries- 


of the world,, the announcement 
said. 

It said that delegation members' 
will try to acquaint themselves 
with the types of raw materials 
found in Austria and needed for 
Jordanian industries. 

During the visit, the delegation 
will meet with Austrian investors 
and businessmen to discuss the 
prospect of launching joint ven- 
tures in Jordan which offer incen- 
tives and facilities to the foreign 
investors, who could benefit from 
Jordan’s agreements with the 
, European Community countries. 

A statement by the Jordanian 
Exporters Society said that it is 
trying to seek new markets for 
die Kingdom’s products in Euro- 
pean countries. The statement 
said that the society will extend 
an invitation to Austrian 
businessmen to visit Jordan and 
*■ examine the country's industries. 


“Israel says travel curbs eased 


>W page !) 

r abroad," Me Kanaan. said. 
Uia ^Mi.;Xaaaan added he hoped 
iw^ rael wtmld^ o to take 
mSc(?titfte'step8 snhflar to opening 
Inert 5^ WCstBsnk’Al Najah Uni- 
■ree bes9^Jhet.wg5 lcr : . 
*friew.T! . S ' ■ ... 

2 ) agin * 

w ^Jsradi pti&» chief has ^repri- 
officers after 
Tuass^od Jewish jnflfcant&boistin 
« eT oijSjt interrogation of two 
l a ' ; >lc^unan leaders , security 
LB*? 1 ^teas^^sOaesday. 
ffioo ^Polw^MKtiqasd Faisal A! 
unify" ■• | **eub. and HanaA_ Asiuawi 
andity on suspicion they met 
^ajhe®oftfaeJ*al«^ineLibera- 


entered the room and threatened 
the Palestimans. 

Police removed them from the 
building but took no further ac- 
tion. 

Ms.Ashrawi and Mr. Hussseini. 
who met U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker during his peace' 
missions to the Middle East, were 
released without charge bnt 
signed a $2,000 bond to report to 
police if smmoned. 

The security sources said police 
chief Yaacov Turner repri- 
manded Sando Mazor, deputy 
commander of the criminal inves- 
tigations unit, and Uri Shalev, 
chief superintendent of the police 
station. 

Several months ago, activists of 
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Uflie . KDP leadar teflshiK snp- 
rtera<h»Sth(5 r &ne tostrike a 
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Tcbxrvri 
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meet on autonomy 
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^ralam has been 
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pamphlets to stake out his posi- 
' don. PCJK leaflets callmg Kirirak 
the “Kurdish Jerusalem** and 
attacking those who would sur- 
render the northern Iraqi city 
have infuriated Mr. Barzani. 

Leaders of smaller parties an- 
xious to maintain the unity of the 
Kurdistan Front have been trying 
to forge an accommodation be- 
tween Mr. Barzani and Mr. Tala- 
bani for the past week. 

“Kurds have suffered in the 
past because of the personal de- 
sires and ambitions of their lead- 
ers," said one Kurdish party offi- 
cial. "We may be about to suffer 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abut 
Ragheb has concluded talks with 
Iranian officials, describing the 
outcome of his visit to Iran as 
very good. 

The minister , who was i n 
Tehran since last Friday at the 
head of a Jordanian delegation, 
held discussions related to econo- 
mic and trade ties between Jor- 
dan and Iran and signed a letter 
of understanding on commercial 
cooperation. 

“I felt (there was a) favourable 
response to Jordan’s bid for in- 
creased cooperation in trade and 
serious attempts on the part of 
Iran to promote ties between the 
Jordanian and Iranian people.” 
said Mr. Abul Ragheb in a tele- 
phone conversation with Radio 
Jordan Wednesday. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said he dis- 
cussed with the Iranian minister 
of industry scopes of cooperation 
in joint industrial ventures. Most 
of the talks were conducted with 
a team led by Iranian Minister of 
Commerce Abdul Hussein Vah- 
haji, who said that the two sides 
would exchange visits in the fu- 
ture to assess scopes of bilateral 
coope ration. 

Both sides will organise trade 
exhibitions, participate in each 
other's international fairs and 
establish direct air routes be- 
tween Amman and Tehran, the 
Iranian minister said. 

According to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb, Iran will organise an 
international trade fair in a 
month and Jordan would be tak- 
ing part in it. Jordan would be 
displaying products to acquaint 
with the Iranian markets about 
the Kingdom's industrial goods, 
be added. 

The two sides have agreed to 





Lack of medicine behind increased 
deaths — Iraqi doctor 


AMMAN (Petra) — President of 
the Iraqi Medical Association 
Raji Takriti, who is also chairman 
of die Iraqi chapter of the Arab 
Emergency Health Committee, 
Tuesday reported an increase in 
the number of deaths caused by 
typhoid, malta fever, gastro- 
intestinal infection, dysentry and 
malaria. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, upon arriv- 
al in Amman, Dr. Takriti said the 
destruction of the basic health 
infrastructure in Iraq such as hos- 
pitals, health centres and 
strategic drug stores has placed 
an additional burden on the 
medical establishment and 
affected the quality of heatlh 
services provided to people. 

Dr. Takriti said that the econo- v 
mic embargo on Iraq bars the 
arrival into the country of basic 
food supplies, drugs, medical 
supplies and equipment and milk. 

He blamed the embargo and 
the ensuing shortages of food and 
medical supplies for the outbreak 


of the diseases. 

Dr. Takriti said he hoped to be 
able to visit Germany and take 
part in the annual general meet- 
ing of the International Physi- 
cians Union,” if he is granted an 
entry permit by the German gov- 
ernment. He said that he would 
convey the Iraqi point of view on 
the current health situation re- 
sulting from the embargo on his 
country and brief the conference 
on the sufferings of the Iraqi 
people. 

He praised the efforts made by 
the Amman-based Emergency 
Health Committee, saying that it 
was able at this delicate stage to 
take medkane and food to Iraq at 
a time when his country was in 
dire need of such supplies. 

In another development, Has- 
san Khreis, president of the Arab 
Doctors Union, called on ail in- 
ternational organisations to lift 
the food and merfical embargo on 
Iraq to help save the lives of tens 
of thousands of Iraqi children and 
citizens. 



Crown Prince watches army exercises 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
die Regent, accompanied by Jordanian Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb, attended Wednesday a military 
exercise performed by one of the Fourth Royal Mechanised 
Division Formations at its training site. The exercise included 
shooting selected targets with five ammunition with the support of 
the Royal Air Force fighters and gnnships. At the end of the 
exercise. Prince Hassan thanked those who participated in it for 
the high level of performance they showed. The exercise was 
attended by several chief of staff assistants, the commander of the 
Royal Air Force, the inspector general, the commander of the 
Yemeni Air Defence Forces, who is currently visiting Jordan, and 
senior army officers. 

Chief of Staff attends graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Armed Forces chief of staff 
for intelligence affairs Wedensday attended a ceremony held at 
Mata University on the occasion of the graduation of a military 
tr a i ni ng coarse for students at the university’s Civil Wing. The 
graduation ceremony was also attended by the university vioe- 
president for military affairs, deans of the scientific faculties, the 
commanders of the military and police faculties, several officials 
and relatives of the graduates. 


Iran-Iraq tics Financial Committee approves laws 
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(Continued from page 1) 

aims by showing sympathy and 
conc e rn over the shrines of the 
Arab and Muslim leaders remem- 
ber that the Iraqi people will not, 
allow anyone to give charity." 

Mr. Velayati said in an inter- 
view published in Tehran's 
Jomhuri Es lami daily Sunday that 
the decision on the Iraqi planes in 
Iran was up to the United Na- 
tions. 

Iraq says 148 of its planes, 
mchiduui some of its best bom- 


VOSU AM 41 

V W-Vk Kfatfet au . 


luaed resist- ' 


bers and fighters, flew to Iran in 
January and February. Tehran 
says, only 22 landed. 

Mr. Velayati toM Mr. Faisal 
Monday that relations could be 
nom .lised only after the remain- 
ing PoWs were exchanged, bor- 
ders were demarcated and Shaft 
A! Arab was dredged ■ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Financial 
Committee held a meeting Wednesday and approved the Supply 
Laws No. 28 and No. 32 for 1988/89 after amending several 
articles in them. The committee will meet next Sunday to study an 
appendix to the 1991 general budget. 

Delegation visits Swaqa Prison 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the prosecutors 
general office in Amman Wednesday visited the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Centre in Swaqa Prison where it inspected the 
conditions of prisoners there. The delegation will submit a 
detailed report on the visit to Prime Minister Taber Masri. 

Elections to be monitored 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Awni Al 
Bashir decided Wednesday to set up a committee to supervise the 
Jordanian Women's Federation elections which will start Sept. 3. 
The will be chaired by the ministry’s Assistant 

Secretary Genera! for Development Affaire Faisal Basbabsheh 
and wfll indfftfa Majdi Al Attar, a legal advisor at the ministry. 


Royal Scientific Society agrees 
to study Jordan Valley 
contaminated water problem 


Ali Abul Ragheb 

set up a joint committee to meet 
periodically in Amman and 
Tehran to follow up on the imple- 
mentation of agreements be- 
tween the two sides, the minister 
said. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also said that 
the two sides agreed to promote 
cooperation among the construc- 
tion and contracting sectors in the 
two countries and that tentative 
agreements were reached on the 
exportation of Jordanian fertilis- 
ers and phosphate to Iran. 

The Iranian Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported 
that Jordan was asking for such 
items as vehicles, fish and tobac- 
co and offering to sell Iran phos- 
phate, industrial products and 
fertilisers. Before his departure 
to Tehran. Mr. Abul Ragheb 
Iran had agreed to buy 250,000 
tonnes of fertilisers in 1991 in a 
S65 million deal. He said talks io 
Tehran would cover the sale of 
phosphate and other products. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) will help 
control the treated water coming 
from the Khirbet Al Samra Waste 
Water Treatment Plant and the 
Zarqa River before it flows into 
the King Tala! Dam and will also 
control the water in the reservoir 
behind that dam. according to an 
agreement signed Wednesday. - 

The agreement, which was 
signed with the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) and the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ), in- 
cludes a study to determine the 
quality of treated water, the types 
of pollutants in the water, the 
source of these pollutants, the 
nature of the water in the dam, 
the changes to the water in the 
dam following the flow of the 
treated water into the reservoir 
and whether the water in the dam 
is useful for forming purposes or 
breeding of fish. 

According to Ministry of Water 4 
and Irrigation Secretary General 
Mutazz Al Bilbeisi, the agree- 
ment will help control the quality 
of water and the source of its 
pollutants. 

Dr. Hani Mulki, RSS presi- 
dent, said that Zarqa River basin, 
which is 3,300 square kilometres . 
in area and inhabited by nearly 
1.50 million people, contains 60 
per cent of the industrial and 
developmental activities in, tire 
Kingdom. 

Because of this, be said, water 
and the environment in the re- 
gion ought to be under strict 
control and the RSS has the 
capacity and the expertise to help 
supervise it. 

The RSS can design special 
filters to help ensure there is 
sufficient amounts of useful water 
for fanning purposes. Dr. Muliti 



Ibrahkn Badran 

Fair to be 
held in 
Morocco 

AMMAN p ,etra ) — Jordan is 
organising its second industrial 
fair in Casablanca, Morocco, in 
order to promote the sale of 
Jordanian products in that coun- 
try’s markets- 

The fair, which will open Satur- 
day at a ceremony to be attended 
by Moroccan Minister of Eco- 
nomy Abdullah Al Azmani, has 
been organised by the Jordanian 
Commercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC). 

A JCCC statement said that 98 
Jordanian companies are taking 
pan in the nine-day fair which 
will be displaying JD 1.2 million 
worth of products. 

The fair is in implementation of 
a 1978 Jordanian-Moroccan 
agreement designed to promote 
economic and trade ties between 
the two countries. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Ibrahim Bad- 
ran left for Casablanca Wednes- 
day at the bead of an official 
delegation to attend the opening 
ceremony. 

In a statement before his de- 
parture, Dr. Badran described 
Jordanian-Moroccan relations as 
excellent. He said that Jordan's 
exports to Morocco in 1990 
amounted to JD 300,000. Jordan, 
in 1990, imported JD 900,000 
worth of canned fish and tradi- 
tional Moroccan industries. Dr. 
Badran added. 

During his stay in Morocco, 
Dr. Badran said be would bold 
.talks with officials at the Ministry 
of Economy and the private sec- 
tor to pave the way for direct 
contacts between producers in 
both countries and to raise the 
volume of trade between them. 

According to Dr. Badran, 
Morocco will organise its indust- 
rial fair in Jordan near the end of 
1991. 

Dr. Badran said he would dis- 
cuss the prospect of operating a 
direct maritime route between 
Aqaba and Casablanca in order 
to boost trade. Another idea, be 
said, is the establishment of a 
plant in Jordan to produce tradi- 
tion al craft 







Mutazz Al Bilbeisi, secretary general of the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, Hani Mulki, 
Royal Scientific Society president and Abdul Aziz 
Wtsfaah, Jordan Valley Authority secretary gener- 


al, sign an agreement to help deal with the 
c on t aminated water in the Zarqa River and the 
King Taial Dam (Petra photo) 


said. 

Dr. Mulki said that the RSS 
was planning to sign another 
agreement with the JVA in the 
coming few months on a study of 
the water in the King Talal Dam 
before this water reaches the 
farmland in the Jordan Valley 
Region. 

In the past agricultural season, 
fanners in the Jordan Valley 
complained that they received 
contaminated water from the 
King Talal Dam which was re- 
sponsible for the loss of an esti- 
mated JD 60 million worth of 


JVA Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wish ah said the contamin- 
ated water in the dam resulted 
from its different sources and the 
pollutants thrown into the Zarqa 
River. 

The King Talal Dam water is 
used to irrigate 60,000 dunums of 
land in the valley. Dr. Wishah 
said. 

The agreement signed with the 
RSS Wednesday is important 
since it will define the types and 
sources of pollutants and the de- 
gree of salinity in the water. Dr. 
Wishah said. 

Under the one year renewable 


contract with the RSS, the latter 
submits quarterly reports provid- 
ing comprehensive studies on the 
quality of water and offering re- 
commendations on ways to deal 
with water issues, including con- 
trols to be taken to improve the 
water quality, according to Dr. 
Wishah. He added that JD 20,000 
a year is to be paid to the RSS to 
carry out the study. 

Dr. Wishah also said that dur- 
ing 1991, the JVA discovered 
some indications of the increased 
presence of chemical substances 
in the King Talal water. 


Study on renovation of Salt 

district complete; financing 
remains biggest problem 


By Maha Addas 

Special To The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) has com- 
pleted a study on the Central 
Business District (CBD) of 
Salt to define and assess the 
extent of the old area in the 
region that should be pre- 
served and redeveloped to 
stimulate economic activity in 
the area. 

The study, which took two 
and a half years to complete, 
was commissioned by the Salt 
Development Corporation. 
(SDC) and financed by SDC 
and the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) and has multiple 
purposes, according to an in- 
formed source at the RSS. 

“The study, which is pre- 
sented in three volumes, has 
the purpose of defining the 
exact areas in Salt that need 
renovating in order to rejuven- 
ate and redevelop them so that 
something can be done to re- 
verse the action of decay and 
neglect to these old buildings,” 
said Nabil AqaOeh, an en- 
gineer who is the head of the 
Design and Consultations Di- 
vision at the RSS and one of 
two team leaders who worked 
on the study. 


“In other words, we want to 
give the old houses and old 
souk a face lift and do whatev- 
er is necessary to recapture the 
unique traditional atmosphere 
and heritage of the boikfings in 
Salt, some of which date bade 
to 1860,” Mr. Aqaileh said. 

The study, in the long-term, 
will benefit the area's tourism, 
industry because there will be a 
tourist attraction in Salt. Visi- 
tors will probably spend half- 
day in the region before flock- 
ing to Petra and Aqaba, where 
accomodations are scarce, 
according to informed sources 
at the Ministry of Tourism. 

“Once the recommendations 
proposed by tbe study are im- 
plemented, Salt promises to be 
a tourist attraction with a diffe- 
rent angle," said Ranwa Kha- 
tib, an architect who worked 
on the study. “Tourists come 
to Jordan to see dead dvilisa- 
tions like Petra and Jerasb, but 
if this project is implemented 
tourists will be seeing a living 
civilisation." 

Ms. Ranwa added that the 
recommendations in die study 
can be grouped into the im- 
piemen rational, institutional 
and financial categories. 

According to Mr. Aqaileh. 
there are many touristic 
aspects taken into considera- 


tion in the study on Salt. “The 
study proposes to create more 
uses for the old merchants' 
buildings in Salt. For example, 
the Abu Jaber building, once 
owned by a merchant who 
lived in Salt, will be turned into 
a heritage centre. This will be a 
museum with a new twist. 
Things like puppet shows and 
audio-visual displays may be 
part of this museum,” Mr. 
Aqaileh said. 

The study proposes that tbe 
old bouses should be reno- 
vated in order that people can 
live in them again. Ms. Khatib 
said. 

Still, financing tbe ambitious 
project remains a problem 
according to an RSS source. 

“We still do not know when 
the proposed study will be 
enacted.” said Dr. Seyfeddin 
Muaz, the director of tbe 
Building Research Centre at 
RSS and the supervising pro- 
ject manager for tbe Salt study. 

According to Mr. Aqaileh, 
there has been little interest in 
investing in the Salt area. 

“We need to bring about a 
change in image and attitude 
so that private investors can 
see a new function for Old Salt 
as an attractive place to live, 
work and invest in,” Mr. 
Aqaileh said. 


Jordan briefs Islamic organisation 
on efforts to deal with returnees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
participated in the meetings of 
tbe World Islamic Higher Council 
for Relief and submitted a report 
mi the Kingdom's activities and 
services to the displaced people 
from tbe Gulf crisis. 

Dr. Abdul Sal am Al Abbadi, 
who is secretary general of the 
Jordanian Hashemite Charitable 
Society, took part in tbe meetings 
in Cairo and delivered a message 
from His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan to the council’s 
President Sheikh Jad Al Haq. 

In bis message to Sheikh Al 
Haq, the Crown Prince outlined 
Jordan’s role in providing relief 
to the hundreds of thousands of 
people flooding tbe Kingdom in 
the wake of tbe Gulf crisis. Dr. 
Abbadi said. 

Nearly one million displaced 
persons arrived in Jordan seeking 
refuge from the Gulf region fol- 
lowing Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
last August. 

In his message, the Crown 
Prince also referred to the pre- 
sent influx of Jordanian and 


Palestinian expatriates evicted 
from Kuwait, where they had 
lived most of their lives. The 
message explained that 270,000 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates, including 70,000 chil- 
dren under five years of age, have 
now returned to the Kingdom. 

Prince Hassan's message out- 
lined the activities conducted by 


the Jordanian Hashemite Society 
together with the other relief and 
voluntary organisations and non- 
governmental groups in providing 
assistance to the returnees. Tbe 
Jordanian Hashemite Charitable 
Society welcomes cooperation- 
with world Islamic organisations 
to offer assistance to the needy 
refugees. Prince Hassan said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

'fr Art exhibition by Ibrahim Abul Rnbb at the Royal Guttural 
Centre. 

* K*hihttton of ceramics by Iraqi artist Saiam Jamil Al Noari at 
Alia Art GaDecy. > 
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THE ARTIFICIAL raver whose first phase Libya has 
just completed is indeed giant in size and expenditure. 
Its sheer length, nearly 2,000 kilometres crossing the 
Libyan desert from the south to the north, makes it the 
longest artificial water tributary ever constructed by 
naan. The $14 billion spent on it makes it also a mega 
economic project that aims to provide the country with 
a basic infrastructure for the present and future. 
Given the critical role of water in any country’s 
development, be it agricultural or industrial, such a 
venture as the Libyan river can go a long way to put 
the country' on the right path towards a balanced 
development. The project is already dabbed as a 
stroke of technical genius. Hopefully it will be also an 
economic success in spite of its possible negative 
side-effects. 

There has been some concern about the sovereignty 
issue, namely over the fossil waters that the project 
aims to tap. Other concerns have been expressed about 
the environmental implications of such a grand 
scheme. Sceptics meanwhile have voiced reservations 
about spending so much money when the quantity of 
water in the lakes deep beneath the Libyan desert may 
not justify the size of the investment. Yet every 
mammoth project of the size of the artificial Libyan 
river is bound to cause ripples across the world some of 
which may or may not be motivated by a genuine 
concern for the overall welfare or interest of this and 
other Arab countries. There will always be the chronic 
doubt of whether the billions spent on it would be 
money well spent from an overall Arab point of view. 
What if Sudan's agricultural potential was tapped in 
favour of providing the Arab countries with a more 
definite strategic food security instead of gambling on 
the unknown is one important question that has been 
asked once and again. 

This and other legitimate questions wfll always 
haunt even the best and most solid projects. On 
balance, however, the man-made river is a futuristic 
infrastructure that stands to serve not only Libya but 
also its neighbours with hitherto untapped and unex- 
ploited water wealth. As there is no future for any 
people without water, and in the knowledge that older 
civilisations were built where there was abundance of 
water, future of the Arabs and their civilisation and 
strength will hinge, inter alia, on ensuring the availa- 
bility of water resources. Libya has taken a giant step 
in that direction and hopefully has set the stage for a 
brighter future for itself and its neighbouring Arab 
countries. Once this Libyan model has proven its 
strength and viability, the other Arab countries should 
draw the necessary conclusions and work towards 
closer cooperation and investment in achieving self- 
sufficiency in water and food supplies. 


At Ra’i daily said Wednesday that Western Europe- would have 
restless nights following the disintegration of the Soviet Union 
and the emergence of conflicts in other European countries. The 
paper said that the only beneficiary of a weak Europe is the 
United States which is now intent on dismembering the Soviet 
empire and stirring conflicts in Eastern Europe as it watches and 
makes ready for the next moves, probably towards China and 
Japan, the remaining great powers in the world. The disturbances 
are emerging as the Western European nations are preparing to 
unify by the beginning of 1992 when conservatives and unionists 
would clash over unity issues, which could lead to regional 
conflicts, the paper noted. All these developments are brewing 
while Washington is watching and planning the next moves that 
would best serve its interests world-wide, the paper added. The 
paper advised the Western European natrons to refrain from 
recognising the emerging states in Eastern Europe because such 
recognition has no value at all and could bring further burdens to 
them when they start offering assistance and helping the East 
European countries to cope with the West. The paper said that 
spending on the poor nations of Eastern Europe is bound to 
weaken the Western countries, leaving the arena to the United 
States to embark on new adventures around the world. The paper 
said that Europe’s role in die new world order seems to be that of 
a weak entity, subdued by the American power. 

Saw! -M Sfaaab daily said Wednesday that His Majesty King 
Huss ,7:'s current tour of European countries to explain the Arab 
views - ■ 'ih regard to the peace process is timely and of paramount 
importance. The King is making the visit in the course of Jordan’s 
ongoing efforts to mobilise support for the Arab causes in the 
international arena and his visits to Austria, France and Britain 
are bound to contribute most positively towards achieving that 
goal, the paper said. It is important now to brief the Europeans on 
the current situation and to urge Western statesmen to take 
speedy action to implement U.N. Security Council Resotatians 242 
and 338 that would restore the rights of the Palestinian people in 
their homeland, the paper said. The King’s address before the 
European Parliament in Strassbourg will shed more light on the 
current situation and will focus attention on the need for the 
coming peace conference to achieve concrete results so that die 
Middle East can enjoy peace and security, the paper continued. It 
said that Jordan, which has spared no effort since the occupation 
of Arab land in presenting the Arab views to the world, is now 
once again taking the lead in stimulating serious efforts designed 
to bring about a durable settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


T hin gs Jordanians need to avoid 


1) CLOSING the garage door while the engine is running: 

Over the past few years, many Muslim fundamentalists, 
disillusioned socialists, and conspiracy theorists have sought to 
quarantine Jordan and preserve it in its unfinished form. Tourism 
was deemed a hotbed of espionage; tourists a bunch of spies, 
ceaselessly stripping tire country of its sovereignty with every dick 
of the camera. Foreign investments were reduced to nothing more 
than instruments for Zionist infiltration. And, of course, all 
occurrences on earth were but the products of secretive American 
designs (recently we learnt from someone who should have 
known better that even the failed putsch in the Soviet Union was 
an American plot designed to elevate the stature of Boris 
Yeltsin). 

These champions of isolationism want Jordanians to head for 
the mountain tops where, in the barren and desolate wilderness, 
their bodies and minds can be enfeebled into a dervish state of 
inane docility. However, the latter day hermits fail to explain the 
glaring contradiction between their aims and the universal nature 
of their teachings, not to mention their inexplicable willingness to 
accept foreign financing and instructions into their own oiganisa- 
tions. Could it be that they have an exclusive agency for cerebral 
imports? 

Clearly, Jordan cannot afford such isolationist luxuries. Short 
on almost everything but human potential and dependent on 
foreign markets for its surplus of goods and labour. Jordan needs 
to open up more, not less, to the outside world and the free 
exchange of ideas, goods and capital. 

So, while the engine of progress blasts on, consuming the fuel 
of honest labour and ejecting the fumes of ugly pollution, could 
someone please keep the garage door open? 


By Safwan Bataineh 

2) . Exploring Antarctica with a broken compass: 

The global race for economic advantage has entered a new and 
uncharted territory. A developing nation needs to produce a rapid 
rate of advancement just to stay in competition for a slice of the 
proverbial pie. Moreover, this advancement has to be constant, 
innovative, and accurate the first time around. A rather tali order 
by all accounts. Yet, an honest and serious attempt has to be 
made in pursuit. 

Jordan has been blessed by a visionary monarchy and a hard 
working populace. Both have produced vast gains for the country 
in spite of a political and economic elite mired in conservatism 
and inertia; an elite whose main achievement is an archaic and 
regressive system designed to preserve the privileges of the status 
quo and hinder free and fair competition. 

Today, this system remains largely intact (except for minor 
reforms forced upon an unconvinced bureaucracy by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank). Will the new 
generation politicians have the wherewithal and moral courage to 
reshape the system and effect the necessary changes required for a 
responsive and self-regenerative economy? 

The journey of a thousand miles has to start sometime. So let’s 
fix the compass and start. 

3) . Firing potshots from a glass bunker: 

Never in the history of mankind have so many people 
accomplished so little by talking so much: this is bow Winston 
Churchil] might have described the Arab and Jordanian stale of 
affairs daring and after August 1990. In Jordan, many people, 
inducting members of the legislature and the press corps, a few 
Cabinet ministers, and all seven of my hitherto non-political 
aunts, threw caution to the wind and lent expression to raw and 
unfathomable passion. Some, in my perception, took total leave 


of their senses. But, not wishing to pour salt over open worm*, f 
shall not dwell on that unfortunate period. • 

Hoifv^Jordanians, especially those 
responsibility, must review and analyse their words anddeeds.- 
dSfag the Chilf crisis and come up with : 

question: Did I further the interests ofJordan 
nation that fails to heed the lessens of history * fchmd ’J"*? 
past mistakes. And sure enough, before you could say the wmd 
Stech a flood of unrestrained sensationalism came gtaKag; 
through the popular press, wishing the Soviet peopte c ^mnoed- 
happtaess urSer mlitary dictatorship. 

lapse of the coup preempted similar messages of goodwia fros^ 
the Parliament. . 

I do not purport to offer explanations for these mterarittcHt 
flights of fancy, for I really do not understand. All I knowisthat ip 
we continue to subject other peoples to barrages of barar aad* 
righteous raving while neglecting to put our own hepse m pnter: 
we will eventually become a vulnerable punching bag for other 
nations to take a swipe at. 

Buying our beads in righteous sands while receiving continuous^ 
body blows will not do any more. The country is in desperate need .; 
to break away from its current isolation, the cu mulativ e product of 
unfortunate circumstances, misunderstandings and miscoai- - 
munications, and to radically alter its outlook in or der t o promote : 
friendships and the smooth interaction with the newly emergent • 
world order. 

Straight talk will rarely miss the mark. Bat bent lo gic a nd - 
circular arguments will, like a boomerang, make an ugly hissing 
sound, vanish in thin air for a while, and reappear from nowhere 
to you right on the nose. 


Coup opens way for deep U.S. -Soviet nuclear cuts 


By Charles Aktinger 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The bungled 
Moscow coup and death of Soviet 
communist power have sharply 
reduced the prospect of nuclear 
war and opened the way for 
further deep cuts in U.S. and 
Soviet nuclear arsenals, defence 
analysts said on Monday. 

Experts said the chance of an 
accidental, maverick or terrorist 
attack from a restive and frag- 
mented Soviet Union is very low 
although there are no guarantees 
against an incident. 

Some predicted in interviews 
with Reuters that the ascent of 
democracy in Moscow and Sun- 
day’s announced purge of old-line 
military officers have ripened 
chances for joint safeguards 
against maverick attack and for 
cutting nuclear missiles and 
bombs on each side to fewer than 
1 , 000 . 

That would go far beyond the 
recently negotiated Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START), which would cut die 
strategic arsenals by one-third to 


about 9,000 U.S. warheads and 
bombs and 7,000 Soviet weapons. 
“It's hard to tell what the Soviet 
nuclear situation was during the 
coup despite subsequent assur- 
ances by leaders on both sides. 
But both sides know control over 
Soviet arms will be better if the 
number is cut,” said Edward 
Lnttwak of the CentTe foT 
Strategic and International Stu- 
.dies. 

Only a few Soviet intercon- 
tinental missiles are stationed 
outside the Russian republic, 
headed by reformer Boris Yelt- 
sin, and those arms appear to be 
firmly m control of Moscow, not 
breakaway governments or milit- 
ary factions, senior Pentagon offi- 
cials told Reuters on Monday. 

The officials, who asked not u> 
be identified, said most Soviet 
nuclear weapons in the Baltic 
region were removed from that 
area even before the coup be- 
cause of political unrest in Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

Private experts John Pike of 
. the Federation of American sci- 
entists and Lawrence Korb of the 


Analysts ponder what 

Soviet Union would 
be like under Yeltsin 



By Donald M. Roth berg 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials 
who once viewed Boris Yeltsin as 
an opportunistic demagogue who 
was making life miserable for 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev now see 
him as a strong bet to emerge as 
the next leader of the Soviet 
.Union. Uncertain is what that 
might mean for U.S. -Soviet rela- 
tions. 

President George Bush on 
Monday sought to avoid the 
appearance of taking sides in the 
ongoing power straggle within 
the Soviet Union. 

“It’s not a choosing either-or 
here,” he told a news conference. 
“IPs not for the United States to 
say whom we’re dealing with.” 

As Mr. Bush and his advisers 
walked a diplomatic tightrope, 
analysts of Soviet affairs pon- 
dered what it might be like deal- 
ing with Mr. Yeltsin rather than 
Mr. Gorbachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin's election two 
months ago as president of the 
Russian Republic established him 
as a force to be reckoned with. 
His defiance of the abortive coup 
against Mr. Gorbachev thrust 
him into a position of equality 
with the man whose overthrow be 
thwarted. 

Mr. Gorbachev was a commun- 
. »st that even former President 
Ronald Reagan felt comfortable 
with, a Soviet leader who was on 
a path toward democratic reform. 
>No U.S. government officials 
were heard to mourn when Mr. 
Gorbachev dumped Mr. Yeltsin 
from the politburo in 1987. 

Mr. Yeltsin was portrayed as 
overzeaious, a reformer whose 
demand for immediate change 
would upset Mr. Gorbachev’s 
chance to reshape Soviet society. 

“In Washington, people were 

sceptical some time back when he 
was making his rise,” said one 
government official with experi- 
ence dealing with Mr. Yeltsin. 
“They viewed him as oppor- 
tunistic and a demagogue, said 
the official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Mr. Yeltsin has strong backers 
in the United States and they 


claim the Russian leader has been 
a victim of a media whose judg- 
ment was clouded by support for 
Mr. Gorbachev. 

“I think some smug American 
journalists with a keen interest in 
Mir. Gorbachev chose to treat 
him as a down in the face of 
dramatic evidence to the con- 
trary,” said S. Frederick Starr, 
president of Oberlin College and 
an expert on Soviet affairs. 

Mr. Starr said reporters 
accepted uncritically anti-Yeltsin 
stories planted by the KGB. 

“Mr. Yeltsin’s gotten a bum 
rap," said Allen Weinstein, 
founder of the Centre for Demo- 
cracy, the group that sponsored 
Mr. Yeltsin’s trip to Washington 
in June. 

Both Mr. Starr and Mr. Wein- 
stein described Mr. Yeltsin as 
having a firmer commitment than 
Mr. Gorbachev to democracy and 
change in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Weinstein described Mr. 
Yeltsin as “an organised person, 
a systematic person" and dis- 
puted descriptions of the Russian" 
leader as “mercurial" and unpre- 
dictable. 

Mr. Yeltsin has moved forward 
with the determipedness of a 
bulldog,” said Mr. Starr who said 
the term “loose cannon” would 
■more aptly apply to Mr. Gor- 
bachev who has wavered consis-, 
tently on major reform questions. 

The government official who 
referred to earlier scepticism 
said, “the coup was a trial by fire 
and Mr. Yeltsin came through 
with flying colours.” 

At the same time, be added, 
recent days have brought forth “a- 
few negative traits people have 
noticed over the years.” He refer- 
red to Mr. Yeltsin’s “tendency to 
sign decrees by the hour.” 

Typical of the mixed view offi- 
cials have of Mr. Yeltsin was the. 
same official’s description of him 
as “pragmatic" and “a natural 
politician.” 

“In terms of what we’re trying 
to promo te made the Soviet Un- 
ion, be (Yeltsin) has certainly 
been more receptive to what we 
think is the proper advice,” he 
said. “He’s more of an unknown 
quantity in the international 
realm.” 


Brookings Institution on Monday 
suggested that the total number 
of nuclear bombs and missiles 
controlled by Washington and 
Moscow could be cut to as few as 
500 in the next decade. 

“You don’t have to worry ab- 
out the Baltic republics wanting 
any nudear missiles.” said Mr. 


Korb, a former assistant defence 
secretary. 

“If anything, they and other 
breakaway Soviet states want to 
get rid of whatever nudear stuff 
they have because that kind of 
thing makes them a target more 
than it enhance their stability." 

In Moscow, Russian Vice Pres- 


ident Alexander Rutskoi said on 
Monday that the Russian Repub- 
lic is seeking a veto over the 
Soviet Union’s use of nudear 
weapons. 

He said the republic wanted 
such a veto to prevent a repeti- 
tion of last week's coup in which 
hardliners ousted President 


Mikhail Gorbachev for three days " 
and took control of the couztiig& 
nudear forces during that tinuQ ': 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said on Sunday the On-., 
ited States was confident there 
had been no threat of a Soviet' 
nulcear strike daring the brief 
coup. He declined to be specific. 


LETTERS 


Where are the managers? 


I To the Editor: 

AT A time when Jordan is struggling to come out of an economic 
depression we have placed high hopes on the capability of tire 
tourism industry to both help kick-start the economy and absorb 
some of the unemployment. While the intentions behind this plan 
are commendable, I cannot say as much of die manpower 
assigned to it, 

In tiie past twelve months I have had the opportunity of making 
use of just about all the hotels, restaurants and tourist sites of the 
Kingdom and what I have witnessed in several cases made me 
formulate the question: “Where are the managera?” 

One case in point is Aqaba which happens to be my favourite 
place to spend leisure time. A stay in one of Aqaba's beach front 
hotels is one sleeping-bag short of camping. Dealing with staff 
proves to be mind-boggling and having an edible meal means 
going to the local chicken-tikka shop where not only their limited 
menu is thoroughly available but it is worth the money paid. 

Here are a few incidents that happened to me personally: 

At the beginning of November 1990 1 went to spend a week in 
Aqaba and I made a reservation accordingly in one of the hotels. 
At this time Aqaba had been deserted not only by tourists but, it 
seemed, also by the locals. Upon my arrival, the receptionist 
proceeded to issue me a room which turned out to be a “prefab" 
on the fourth floor, overlooking the parking-lot with a dozen dead 
cockroaches in a bathroom where I could only step from the sink 
to the shower sideways and there was an obnoxious smell of sewer 
in tiie whole “room.” I checked out of that hotel but I did not tell 
why I was doing so. I assumed that my presence, or the lack 
thereof, did not make a difference to them. I opted to leave the 
beach-front for the Alcazar where the receptionist was more than 
happy to provide a room which was, in comparison, worth the 
money I paid for it. 

But back then it was the crisis. 

More recently with some friends we organised a trip to Wadi 
Rum as we do on a regular basis. Our trips usually include one or 
more nights in Aqaba. This time we had made a three-room 
reservation ahead of time at one of Aqaba's beach-front hotels 
because knowing that it was a national holiday, rooms would be 
scarce. 

Upon arrival to the hotel, on a Friday morning, we were told 
very nicety that check-out time being twelve noon, our rooms 
were not yet available. My friends and I proceeded to have an 
early lunch waiting for the rooms: noon was only about one hour 
away. Having had lunch we would have liked to be able to sign the 
check on one of our rooms. To that end one of us went to the 
reception to find out which rooms would ultimately be assigned to 
us. The time was roughly a quarter to one when the receptionist 
evidently thought he did not need our business and took it upon 
himself to let us know that hotel staff were, “...to busy...” to look 
after our needs ami that we, “...should look for another hotel...” 
because the receptionists were, “...going crazy...” 

Our rooms were not ready until a quarter past three that day 
and the receptionist would not accept that we sleep three in a 
room. It seems they had run out of both towels and sheets, they 
were short staffed and altogether were having a bad day. 

When we had a word with the gentleman who seemed to be in 
charge be readily ordered his subordinates that drinks on the 
house be served to us, little caring what was going to be served, 
which turned out to be a concoction of orange powder and water, 
with too much powder. 

However, true enough to hs tradition even lunch at this hotel 
turned out to be an ordeal more than once. 

On the day of our arrival, while waiting for our rooms, we had 
ordered lunch at about quarter past eleven. The poor waiter who 
took our order was to be “bawled out" for having taken a lunch 
order 45 minutes ahead of the hotel established lunch time. Not 
knowing what to do, and thinking we had not understood what 
was going on, the waiter came back to the table trying to talk us 
into having some salads and mazzas hoping that it would stall our 
appetite for three quarters of an hour. But as it happened we did 
not want mazzas and we finally got our food fifty minutes and a 
couple of complaints later. In this same restaurant my friends and 
I had to argue with one of the waiters that even though he might 
think that Greek salads are not supposed to be served with 
dressing, we would still like some. We eventually got it our way 
and the waiter came back with a dish of... mayonnaise. 

In another restaurant, one waiter would not serve os an 
“American breakfast” which we asked for with a ham and cheese 
omelette. According to the waiter, the American breakfast only 
includes an omelette and when we offered to pay extra for the 
bam and cheese he was still reluctant because, as he said, “how 
am I to calculate the price of bam and cheese extras.” 

In still another restaurant another waiter categorically refused 
to prepare a red-snapper on the griU. He came short of saying that 
grilling red-snapper was against bis religion. He wanted to give it 
to me fried. He also imposed on our group a pitcher of 


“Margarita.” And he was telling me how much fish I should 
order. I am the guest, I am paying, I tike to be advised not told. . 

But I like Aqaba, it is still may favourite spot in Jordan, diving 
is great, the sea wonderful, the dim ate exquisite and the. 
mountains at sun-set just breathtaking. However, I cannot help 
ibut think that the standard and quality of service in Aqaba mak£ 
it a one-time destination for the much coveted foreign tourist 
very frustrating for the much needed national tourist. Why is if 
that something so beautiful must be so disorganised and allowed 
to be ruled by a politic of “laissez-faire." Where are the 
managers?, the experienced people whose task is to insure that a 
guest will come back knowing-. that his/her expectations wfll be 
satisfied? Where are the people that are supposed to provide their 
subordinates with enough information to interact with guests, the 
people that should be up front in case the need for then presence 
arises? 

And Aqaba is not an isolated case. 

In July 1991, some friends and I drove to the Dead Sea and 
went to die hot water springs. After about two boors at the 
springs we were so hot that we decided we’d like to pamper 
ourselves and enjoy a few drinks while swimming. There being 
only one place where one can swim and drink at the same time, 
either in a pool or in tiie sea itself, we proceeded to the 
establishment. 

Upon our arrival, the receptionist quietly collected the entry: 
fee, coosasting of JD 6 per person, winch entitles the customer to 
the use of the sea, beach, beach-bar, fresh- water swimming port, 
pool-bar and restaurant. Wouldn’t yon know itl When we 
descended, not only was the swimming pool empty (because them 
were finally cleaning it), but the beach-bar was dosed. So here!? 
an open bar, about 200 yards from the beach, and not a waiterr 
m sight. Not only that, but it being four o’clock in the afternoon it 
was too late to have lunch, but too early for dinner. 

I demanded to see the general manager who, I was told, was in 

Lebanon and his replacement was in Amman. However, the 
fimuusal manager was in the hotel, if I wished to speak to him. * 

Ine receptionist could not understand why I wanted my money' i 
back, whereas I could not understand why he did not understand. " j 

In a further trip to the Dead Sea my friends obstinately wanted:' i 
to go and have lunch at the hotel (we were within the right time 
frame), however, they soon changed their minds when tire same 
receptionist masted we pay t^ie JD 6 iron-refundable entrance fee 
just to use the restaurant. 

The state of affairs of the service industry in tiie Kingdom & 
^passedm gravity only by the amount of titter found at such 

Sfn^ t, °^ S,teS “S®** stores of the Dead Sea, Ma’faii 
Debtan Park and several other sites, but mostly Ma’in. 

g«»p of friends we backtracked the hot spring 

“ md 1™* a few hundred yards before^ 
roaianng the hotel we were walking in what seemed tn' be a- 

S2TE— ^ «t *to strife? 

toKST!' UttCT "“hided 'half watermdbns^ 
ra^and^o^.^’ constnict,on material, plastic, cans, do&‘ 

J fcke to point out to those responsfote&r 

? *** . *°™ t infrastructure, that theTat* o£ 
PU “£L 1 ?? Aq ? ba ’ *** Dead ^ and Petra, » so^ 
^ qaahty 01 service “ these same areasT/Sa tin* 
when the peace process seems likelier than ora 

daycomes tondwagon,so 

eMSS'SesSSSS^S 

3SSBSaa£SS5Sp 

and the national parks^ ’ menu ^ bkters ’ <** hotelripO^ ’ 

“o tate to am and 

- Goido RttfW# ■=-. 

p.o. Box w&Wm -i 


The Jordan Times welcomes u** J*J. _ "/ .. - - v "-' 

preferab ly address , *, ;B . Nana 





Aug. 29, 1m B 

Published Every Thursday 


West understands Jordan’s problems , 


but when will the Kingdom get the aid? 




By a Jordan TZd 

AMMAN — As Jordan grap- 
ples with the mounting prob- 
lems posed by the massive 
flow of returnees from 
Kuwait and other Guifstates r 
Western and Japanese gov- 
ernments say the Kingdom's 
appeal for assistance to help 
it face the situation is under 
consideration. 

At the same time , spokes- 
men for the concerned coun- 
tries' missions in Jordan say 
the cali r issued by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein during a 
meeting earlier this month, 
was mostly taken in a politic- 
al context rather than an 
appeal for direct economic 
assistance. 

“His Majesty’s remarks 
were seen more against a 
political backdrop than eco- 
nomic or financial, ” said a 
senior French source. “Our 
government is of course very 
sympathetic to Jordan in the 
position (the Kingdom) Gods 
itself in, " be added. 

The King's appeal came 
after thousands of Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates 
started returning from 
Kuwait as a result of a de 
facto expulsion policy 
adopted by the emirate in the 
form of making life unbear- 
able for the expatriates 


Thaws Staff Rmportmr 


through arbitrary detentions 
and trials , termination of em- 
ployment contracts and refus- 
al to admit expatriate chil- 
dren in schools. 

The King denounced the 
Kuwaiti moves as violation of 
human rights and called on 
foreign governments to inter- 
vene and seek an end to the 
Kuwaiti measures as well as 
help Jordan shoulder the 
financial strain imposed on it 
by the massive increase in its 
population. 

Western diplomats said the 
Jordanian request was trans- 
mitted to their respective 
governments immediately for 
action. Some of the missions 
in Amman said they had 
started consultations with 
Jordanian officials on speci- 
fics. 

Most diplomats said their 
governments were willing to 
help Jordan cope with the 
situation, and that the pro- 
cess could be made much 
easier if the Jordanian gov- 
ernment presented specific 
requests detailing nature and 
form of assistance the King- 
dom requires. 

“ His Majesty's call for 
assistance has been conveyed 
to Washington and the mat- 
ter is under consideration, ” 


said a spokesman for the 
American embassy in 
Amman. 

The spokesman recalled 
that Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly , in a satellite 
interview last week , had re- 
ferred to the appeal and said 
that be expected Jordan ‘brill 
be the beneficiary of (inter- 
national) assistance." 

That appeared mostly to 
reflect the present status of 
the Jordanian call to most 
other governments, including 
members of the European 
Community (EC) and Japan 
which have extended finan- 
cial assistance to the King- 
dom to help it tackle the 
adverse economic impact of 
the Gulf crisis. 

“ The British government 
has taken careful note of- 
what His Majesty had to say 
and understands the serious 
implications for Jordan" in 
the return of massive num- 
bers of expatriates, said Hen- 
ry Hogger of the British 
embassy. 

“We have already estab- 
lished a dialogue with the 
(Returnee Welfare Commit- 
tee) to pinpoint specific areas 
of Jordan’s needs," he said. 

Japanese Ambassador 
Taduki Nonoyama said he 
had forwarded the Jordanian 
call to Tokyo. *7 am unable 


■to say at this time what the 
outcome of the study will 
be," he said. 

Mathias Meyer , councellor 
at the German mission, said 
it was unlikely that Bonn, 
which has extended JD 330 
million in aid to Jordan in 
1990 and 1991, will send any 
more cash assistance to Jor- 
dan this year. 

“ The (Bonn) government 
understands the Jordanian 
position and is willing to 
help," said Mr. Meyer. “ But 
I believe that such assistance 
will be channelled through 
international organisations ” 
involved in trying to help the 
returnees. 

An official at the European 
Community (EC) delegation 
in Amman said he had not 
received any Jordanian re- 
quest outlining the areas of 
need. 

A senior Jordanian official 
said the government was fol- 
lowing up the Kingdom 's 
appeal with the EC head- 
quarters in Brussels. 

Western diplomats re- 
jected suggestions that the 
crisis in the Soviet Union 
might have had a delaying 
effect on European and 
Japanese decisions vis-a-vis 
the Jordanian request. 

“These are two different 
issues; the Jordanian request 


is purely humanitarian and 
something very well under- 
stood, ” said a senior official 
at a European mission in 
Amman. “There is no reason 
that the Soviet development 
should have any bearing on 
Jordan’s appeal for help to 
solve a major humanitarian 
problem." the official added. 

While none of the diploma- 
tic representatives could 
affirm that assistance would 
definitely be on its way to 
Jordan, most of them ex- 
pressed optimism that their 
governments would respond 
posin' vely-to-the - Kingdom *s- 
appcal. 

“There is no doubt that 
Jordan requires urgent help, 
and this has been accepted 
by most countries," said a 
European diplomat. 

“The governments have 
also taken note of Jordan's 
record of having handled the 
flow of hundreds of 
thousands of evacuees from 
Kuwait and Iraq following 
the Iraqi invasion (of 
Kuwait)," the diplomat 
noted. 

At the same time, said 
another Western diplomat, 
the process could be made 
easier if Jordan will specifi- 
cally mention areas and na- 
ture of the assistance it re- 
quires. 


“My experience is that in- 
ternational donors will be 
able to respond speedily and 
determine the volume and 
nature of assistance they can 
offer if specific requests are 
made/' said the diplomat, 
who preferred anonymity. 

Expectations are that most 
governments will likely ex- 
tend in-kind support to Jor- 
dan in the form fo commod- 
ities such as equipment for 
schools and health centres 
etc. 

A spokesman for the Ita- 
lian embassy said, the Rome 
. governmen t was con sidering 
the Jordanian call positively 
but was awaiting detailed , 
specific requests of the nature 
and form of assistance the 
Kingdom needs. 

' An economic adviser at a 
Western mission said the 
Jordanian appeal was de- 
finitely expected to have a 
positive impact on the King- . 
dom’s efforts to have part of 
its foreign debts written off. 

“ I'd say that the Jordanian 
government should concen- 
trate on this area and step up 
its contacts for debt relief, " 
he said '. “Most government 
creditors are very under- 
standing of the Jordanian 
position and debt relief is one 
way they could extend assist- 
ance to the Kingdom." 
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His Majesty King Hussein greets returnees 
from Kuwait at Queen Alia international Air- 
port (Petra photo) 


According to economic 
analysts, Jordan needs at 
least $1 billion in the short 
term to accommodate the re- 
turnees and provide basic 
education and health services 
of an acceptable level. Long- 
term projections range be- 


tween $7 billion and $10 bil- 
lion to absorb all the retur- 
nees into the productive sec- 
tor through offering jobs — 
involving a comprehensive 
solution to the chronic unem- 
ployment situation in the 
Kingdom. 


Even bowling requires kitier instinct 






By Jon Miller 

MANILA — Arianne Cerde- 
na opens her front door with, 
a tired snide. Her feisty- 4fi- 
year-old daughter, Ashley? . 
tags along to see who is oil- 
ing. When Cerdena ledds her ■ 
guest inside and dicks on an 
electric fan , she walks with a 
pronounced limp. 

“It’s my knee," she ex- 
plains with a look of resigna- 
tion. “ I hurt it in an exhibi- 
tion. I stffl don’t know how 
serious it is, but it looks like it 
might keep me from going to 
Singapore next month.”- 
Could it threaten her career? 

" I hope not, ” she says with a 
shrug. 

Arianne Cerdena is dearly 
not one to whine about her 
misfortunes. Mental tough- 
ness was what won her the 
women’s bowling title three 
years ago in the Seoul Olym- 
pics. And mental toughness 
has been her ticket through a 
teal-world sequel to that 
storybook event. With a 
•round, pleasant face and an 
easy smile, she doesn’t look 
much like an athlete, let 
alone an Olympic champion. 
At 29 she is a little on the 
heavy side and shorter than 
she looks in pictures. But the 
walls and shelves of her living 
room tell an impressive story. 
Every surface is covered with 
cups, plaques, medals, 
photographs and trophies. 

There is a bronze medal 
from the Goodwill Games in 
the U.S. in 1990, a diver 
medal from the World 
Games in Germany in 1989, 
and trophies from her victor- 
ies in the Masters in Hong 
Kong in 1985, the Kent All- 
Stars in Malaysia in 1989 and 
the President’s Cup in In- 
donesia in 1989 and 1991. 
There are trophies for each of 
the 37 national titles she has 
won since she started bowling 
in earnest in 1981. 

And then there is the most 


prized possession, the gold 
medal from Seoul, which she 
keeps bidden in another 
room . Bowling, riding a 
surge of- popularity in Asia, 
was an exhibition sport in die 
. 1988 games, making its first 
Olympic appearance since, 
the 1940s. The medal is diffe- 
rent than the medals for regu- 
lar Olympic events, Cerdena 
explains, ruining it over in 
her hand. Then she apolo- 
gises for its wrinkled cloth 
necklace. “They used it on 
TV, and this is the way they 
returned it,” she says. “I 
suppose I should iron it.” 

' Cerdena was not the best- 
known woman bowler from 
the Philippines, let alone the 
tournament favourite, when 
she went to Korea, but the 
timing was perfect. Spurred 
by a rivalry with her i friend 
Bong Garda, and ticked off 
by reporters who snubbed 
her when she arrived in 
Seoul, she summoned the 
singlemindedness that she 
first discovered as a child 
when bowling on weekends 
with her uncles and cousins. 

“ In international tourna- 
ments. I had always come in 
second place, third place, ’’ she 
recalls. “ Always the 
bridesmaid, never the bride. 

I wanted a big break. I 
wanted to make a name for 
myself. ” 

Her victory, over highly 
favoured bowlers from Au- 
stralia and America, made 
her an instant hero. Her face 
was splashed on magazine 
covers, she appeared on tele- 
vision, she met the Philip- 
pines’ president, she was in- 
vited to exhibitions overseas. 
Her picture was hung in the 
bowling hall of fame in the 
United States. In a country . 
desperate for good news, she 
was touted by editorial wri- 
ters as an example of what 
Filipinos could do if they set 
their mind to it 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

There is only one success — to be able to spend your life in 
your own way. 

Christopher Morley, U.S. writer (1890-1957)1 

When you have got a thing where you want it, it is a good 
thing to leave it where it is. 

Sir Winston Churchill, British statesman (1874-1965) 

The rotten apple spoils his companion. 

Bayanrin Franklin, US. statesman (1796-1790) 


But the thrill of victory 
soon gave way to the reality 
of being an amateur athlete 
in a place where attaining 
-■ celebrity status means • you . 
might be able to save enough 
to boy a car. There ijteie 
endorsements and spon - 
worships, but little security. 
Then a series of disasters 
rocked the country: A coup 
attempt, an earthquake, a 
drought, typhoons. Money 
became short, people became 
cautious. Although her game 
continued to improve, fulfill- 
ment — emotional and eco- 
nomic — was more elusive. 
She flirted with the idea of 
giving up. 

“ People started to expect 
me to win ail the time,” she 
recalls. “But you can’t win all 
the time. It’s not like in 
athletics, where you have a 
time, and you know that if 
you run this time you’re 
going to win. Bowling is 
different. In certain tourna- 
ments , even if I bowl my 
average of 197, 1 can’t win. ” 

She also suffered from 
overexposure : Too many 
tournaments, too much 
travel. “I felt I was becoming 
stale,” she says. “In 1989 I 
didn’t join the eliminations 
for the Philippine team. I 
didn’t join the Asian team ... 
you have to keep that kill 
feeling, the need to win every 
tournament you enter. There 
was a time when all I was 
looking at was the end of the 
tournament. So I decided to 
lay low, and wait until I was 
in a fighting moon again. ” 

She says the time is now 
right She is satisfied with 
family life, although she does 
plan to go to the U.S. for six 
months to try her luck against 
stiffer competition. Her lifes- 
tyle has hardly changed since 
she started winning — she 
still lives in her mother’s 
boose — but her income 
allows her new comforts. Her 
husband has just taken his 
dentistry exam. “Bowling for 
me now is a livelihood more 
than anything else, ” she says. 
tr Wben you win, it’s more 
pay than working from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in an office.” 

On gets the sense that Cer- 
dena ’s passion for bowling is 
at bottom a passion for self- 
sufficiency. She says she has 
been addicted to the sport 
since she was 9 , bat only after 
she started a family did she 
really feel the need to win . 
“When I got married and had 



Egypt’s smokers dump 
cigarettes for the shisha 


a kid, my attitude toward 
bowling changed , ” she says. 
“When I was sing/e, I didn't 
need money so badly. Then 
all of a sadden I had a family 
to take care of. I had to earn. 
So I took bowling more 
seriously. I knew I had to win 
all the time. It was a must 
situation, it was survival. 
And that improved my men- 
tal game.” 

While she is technically 
good, she says her mental 
game is what sets her apart. 
“ The physical skill — you 
develop that when you’re just 
starting to bowl," she ex- 
plains. “ Once you develop 
that muscle memory , every- 
thing goes automatically. The 
thing that helps you in big 
tournaments is your mental 
game, how you react under 
pressure, bow you perform 
on crucial shots." 

Cerdena is quick to point 
out that her average, which is 
at least 20 points be- 
low what the bod profession- 
al women bowlers are rolling 
on the American circuit, is 
largely a function of the poor 
quality of Asian lanes . “In 


bowling, it’s you , the pins, 
■the ball — but the lane is the 
question mark,” she says. 
“Most of the European and 
American bowlers have high- 
er averages than Asian bow- 
lers. That’s because their lane 
conditions are far better. 
When American or Euro- 
pean bowlers come to Asia, 
they have a hard time. And 
when Asian bowlers go to 
America or Europe, their 
scores go up. " Cerdena, who 
has bowled a perfect 300 
game in practice and a 287 in 
competition, averaged 
around 210 on the excellent 
lanes in Seoul. 

She puts in about three 
hours a day when preparing 
for a tournament, but she’s 
happy to play with friends 
just for bin. Yet when she 
steps up to the line in com- 
petition, she becomes antiso- 
cial. “It’s a matter, of how- 
eager you are to win, how 
determined you are to win, 
bow much winning means to 
you,” she says. “Wanting 
isn’t enough. You have to be- 
desperate” — World News 
Link. 


By John West 

• Reuter 

CAIRO — From five-star 
hotel terraces to alley-way 
cafes , many of Cairo's legions 
of smokers are dropping 
We stern-introduced 
cigarettes and returning to 
the traditional wateipipe — 
but for very different 
reasons. 

“It’s fantasy , "said Ibrahim 
Shahin. manager of a smart 
waterfront restaurant at the 
Gezira Sheraton Hotel where 
a meal can cost 100 Egyptian 
pounds (S33), as much as 
some civil servants earn in a 
month. 

“WeVe always had shisha 
( waterpipes ), but it’s become 
the fashion in the past two 
years. Everyone wants to be 
traditional, ” he added. 

Below on the teriace, 
Abdul Salah YoussefAl Sha- 
bi , an industrialist, puffs con- 
templatively on a pipe and 
looks out towards floodlit 
fountains in the middle of the 
Nile. 

“ It's according to our cus- 
tom," he said. “That’s how 
merchants learnt what was 
going on in the souk (mar- 
ket). They sat down with a 
shisha and tea , enquired after 
each other's health , how 
much the price of gold was , 
how much silver. " 

He tipped the coal-boy, 
who deftly packs hot embers 
.on the bulb of the pipe, five 
pounds ($1.50). 

Many of Cairo’s more ex- 
pensive restaurants and cafes 
now offer waterpipes to the 
city's smart set. along with 
mint tea and traditional Arab 
delicacies. 

In the city centre, the trend 
may be the same bur the 
rationale is very different. 

“It's cheaper because I 
smoke less. " said Mahmoud 
Hassan, 38, squatting in front 
of his shanty. “A box of 
shisha tobacco costs me the 35 
i piastres (10 cents) and lasts 
| two or three days. If I have a 
■packet of cigarettes in my 
pocket, it’s gone that day." 

Prices for imported West- 
ern cigarettes have risen ab- 
iout 70 per cent in the last 
' three years . to more than 
three pounds ($1) per pack of 
20. Local brands are no Ion - 
.ger considered cheap by 


Ordinary Egyptians at 1.35 
pounds (40 cents). 

As in other developing 
countries, Egyptian smokers 
are increasingly aware of the 
health risks and surveys indi- 
cate tobacco use is declining. 

But the habit is still much 
more prevalent than in the 
more health-conscious West. 
Workers smoke in offices, 
banks, when riding their bicy- 
cles in the city’s chaotic traf- 
fic. and even in restaurant 
kitchens. 

Shisha waterpipes, some- 
times called Narguilas or hub- 
ble-bubbles, work in much 
the same way as Western 
tobacco pipes. By sucking on 
.a wooden mouthpiece to a 
snake-like tube often one 
metre Jong, the smoker draws 
tobacco burnt by live coals 
down from a bulb through a 
decorated bottle full of water 
and into his mouth. 

Shisha adepts consider ti}e 
elaborate preparation .* and 
total attention required part 
of its relaxing effect. Shisha. 
they say, 'is for contempla- 


tion, not stimulation. 

“If I smoke one cigarette 
my bead's destroyed. " said a 
pipe smoker as he played 
cards in a street alley cafe. 
“The shisha is calming." 

But shisha's rich and poor 
adherents, whether drawn by 
tradition or pushed by their 
, pockets, are deluded if they 
drink the traditional Arab 
method of smoking is heal- 
thier, a chest disease special- 
ist says. 

“A lot of people have 
shifted to this method of 
smoking but the risks are not 
lighter 4 they're different." 
said Doctor Sherif Omar, 
consultant to the World 
Health Organisation and a 
leading anti-smoking cam- 
paigner. 

“The filter provided by the 
water is not complete, and 
- shared pipes may spread 
tuberculosis,” Dr. Omar 
added. 

“Also, the waterpipe re- 
quires stronger breathing 
which can lead to 
emphysema," he said. 
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Modem languages 


By Maha Addasi 

HI, goodbye and all the swear words that come in between 
is almost all what people learn of a new language. They 
may learn the numbers too, up to ten, that is, and then two 
minutes later remember only the first five. 

So that is all you retain of a language. Ask someone who 
knows. 

Embarking on a new project of learning a third language 
I equipped myself with all the tapes, books, and dictionar- 
ies necessary and then registered in an '‘intensive: Learn a 
language in 30 days" course. But I was no better when I 
finished the course than when I started. It was boajour, au 
re voir and all the swear words which I do not credit the 
language course for learning. That was of my own doing. 
Call it dedication, call it homework. Cal I it what you wish 
but the point remains that I did not learn much besides 
that. 

Of course “ they ” told us to watch programmes in French 
and avoid reading subtitles. “ practise with people in the 
course , and read. ’’ All to no avail. 

However I have arrived at a conclusion. Unless the 
course includes a section where I am dropped from a 
helicopter on a desert island where the inhabitants spoke 
French and the situation is a matter of life and death where 
I would be crawling for food... Only then will I be able to 
benefit from the language course. Only then would I learn. 
I just love working under pressure. 

I always wondered why people asked me £hat gem of a 
question about my mother tongue when / was abroad. 
“How many letters do you have in your alphabets ?" I used 
to think who even cares? What kind of question is that? But 
closely ensuing that question came my personal favourite of 
a question that went something like: “ Do you know all 
your alphabets?" 

Only now do I realise that those people were mentally 
applying the process of elimination when asking these 
questions. Actually what it boiled down to was that if I said 
the alphabets have a number of letters greater than 26 it 
meant the language is more difficult than English. Now I'm 
looking out for a language that has 12 letters in the 
alphabets so that I can learn it and attribute that as a third 
language. 

But then, why a third language? Why not perfect our 
second language — English. There is definitely room for 
improvement. Not for me alone but for many people in 
Jordan. Driving in some parts of Amman 1 realise that 



people name their stories, their pride and glory with names 
like. "Snob, Snob. Snob . Snob." / don’t know what the 
store sells, I don't know what it specialises in (unless the 
name is any indication). I do not think I want to know. 
Then there is the "House of Nuts. "I don’t care whether it 
sells nuts and candy, / am not taking any risks by stepping 
in there. And then restaurant menus with "Bnana esblitez 
and a sponge " meaning banana split and sponge cake. 

We definitely have a language problem. What we need is 
to brush up on our second language. We are almost there. 
We just need intensive 30 day courses. We definitely do not 
need helicopters. 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


v ,-.; r *y • i*"": v J’.'l ■; . j .... 


Thursday, Aug . 29 

1935 — Queen Astrid of 
Belgium is killed in car acci- 
dent in Switzerland. 

1686 — Danish warships 
are scuttled at Copenhagen in 
World War II uprising 
against Nazis. 

1945 — U.S. General 
Douglas Mac Arthur leaves 
Manila for Japan to accept 
Japanese surrender. 

I960 — Jordan’s premier 
Hazza' Al Majali is assassin- 
ated. 

1965 — U.S. astronauts L.- 
Gordon Cooper and Charles 
Conrad make safe landing in 
Atlantic after record eight- 
day orbit around Earth. 

1972 — North and South 
Korean Red Cross officials 
meet in North Korea openly 
for first time to discuss 
reunifying divided families. 

1978 — China’s Commun- 
ist Party Chairman Hua 
Guofeng completes visit to 
Eastern Europe, symbolising 
historic break with China's 
traditional isolation. 

1987 — Two bombs ex- 
plode Eve minutes apart in 
crowded main square of Sy- 
rian-policed Tripoli in Leba- 
non, killing three people and 
wounding 25. 

1988 — Two Soviets and 
one Afghan blast off from a 
Central Asian space centre to 
join cosmonauts seeking an 
endurance record aboard an 
orbiting Soviet space station. 

1990 — Armenia’s parlia- 
ment puts the republic under 
emergency rule, bans a 
nationalist paramilitary 
group and blocks roads 
around the capital after string 
of attacks leaves Armenian 
legislator dead. 

Friday, Aug . 30 

30 B.C. — Cleopatra of 
Egypt commits suicide by let- 
ting asp bite her. 

1914 — German forces 
take Amiens in France during 
World War I. 

1916 — Turkey declares 
war on Russia; Paul Von 
Hindenburg is named Ger- 
man chief of general staff. 

1928 — Independence of 
India League is formed in 
India. 

1944 — Russian forces en- 
ter Bucharest, Romania , in 
World War U. 

1960 — East Germany im- 
poses partial blockade of 
West Berlin. 

1966 — China’s Red 
Guards , their ranks swelled 
to half a million , demonstrate 
outride Soviet embassy in 


Peking for second straight 
day. 

1981 — Iran's president 
and prime minister are killed 
when bomb explodes in gov- 
ernment offices in Tehran. 

1989 — Latvian Commun- 
ist Party leadership debates 
splitting off from Communist 
Pasty of Soviet Union. 

Saturday, Aug . 31 

1910 — Austria-Russian 
convention on Persia, Afgha- 
nistan and Tibet is signed, 
which aligns Russia with Bri- 
tain and France against cen- 
tral powers. 

1918 — Bolshevik troops 
attack British embassy in Pet- 
rograd , Russia. 

1922 — Czech-Serb-Croat 
alliance is signed at 
Marienbad. 

1923 — Italy occupies Cor- 
fu in Greece. 

1939 — Attempts by 
French Premier Paladier and 
British Prime Minister Cham- 
berlain to negotiate with 
Adolf Hitler of Germany fail. 

1942 — German General 
Rommel renews offensive 
against British at Alam Haifa 
in North Africa in World War 
n but is driven back to origin- 
al lines. 

1957 — Independence of 
federation of Malaya goes 
into effect. 

1962 — Trinidad and 
Tobago become independent 
nation within British Com- 
monwealth. 

1980 — Polish labour lead- 
ers sign agreements with 
Communist government 
establishing for first time in a 
Soviet-Block nation the 
rights to strike and to estab- 
lish free trade unions. 

1987 — Government and 
opposition officials in South 
Korea agree on revising con- 
stitution to clear way for 
direct presidential elections 
and other reforms. 

1990 — 250 militant Arme- 
nian nationalists give up their 
weapons after the republic's . 
parliament declares a state of 
emergency. 

Sunday, Sept . 1 

1939 — Germany invades 
Poland, leading to start of 
World War H. 

1945 — Japan surrenders 
aboard the battle ship USS 
Missouri at end of World 
War H. 

1950 — North Korean 
troops launch attack across 
Maktong River ip Korea. 

1961 — United Nations 
breaks off relations with 


Katanga government, and 
heavy fighting in Eli- 
zabethville and Jadotville re- 
sults from U.N. attempt to 
arrest members of govern- 
ment. 

1962 — Singapore votes to 
join Federation of Malaysia. 

1968 — Relief officials in 
Iran say more than 8.000 
people are known to have 
perished in series of earth- 
quakes. 

1969 — Army stages coup 
in Libya, monarchy is de- 
posed and Libyan Arab Re- 
public is proclaimed. 

1986 — Nicaragua, at sum- 
mit of Non-Aligned nations 
in Zimbabwe, accuses Un- 
ited Stares of aggression and 
intervention. 

1987 — Two black men are 
hanged in Pretoria, South 
Africa, for multiple killing 
committed during outbreak 
of anti-apartheid violence. 

1990 — Two Germanys 
sign a treaty that provides the 
blueprint for merging two 
countries into one. 

Monday, Sept. 2 

1666 — Great Ere of Lon- 
don starts and in Eve days 
virtually destroys city , includ- 
ing St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

1773 — Warren Hastings. 
Erst British governor-general 
of India, forms alliance with 
state of Oudh for campaign 
against the Mahranthas. 

1861 — Prussia concludes 
commercial treaty with China 
at Tientsin. 

1865 — Maori War in New 
Zealand ends when governor 
issues peace proclamation. 

■ 1866 — Crete, after long 
discontent against Turkish 
authority, revolts and merges 
with Greece. 

1877 — Satsuma rebellion 
is suppressed in Japan 

1898 — British forces 
under Horatio Kitchener de- 
feat Dervishes at Omdur- 
man , Khartoum, Sudan. 

1926 — Italy's treaty with 
Yemen begins Italian 
attempts to dominate east 
coast of Red Sea. 

1945 — Independent Viet- 
nam Republic is proclaimed 
by Ho Chi Mint, who becom- 
es president. 

1947 — American repub- 
lics sign 'treaty of mutual 
assistance at Rio De Janeiro 

1949 — United Nations 
commission warns of danger 
of civil war in Korea. 

1962 — Soviet Union 
agrees to send arms to Cuba; 
Western Iran is shattered by 
earhquake , and 200 towns 
and villages are reported .des- 


Morning sun 




By E Yatffhi 


troyed. 

1986 — Death toll con- 
firmed at 79. with 319 others 
reported missing in sinking of 
Soviet passenger liner in 
Black Sea. 

1987 — “ Tanker war" in 
Gulf escalates , with Iraq 
claiming its jet planes hit 
three ships while Iran raids 
Eve others. 

1989 — Riot police arrest 
more than 400 anti-apartheid 
protesters in downtown Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

1990 — Saudi defence 
minister says his country can- 
not be used as jumping-off 
point for attack on Iraq. 

Tuesday, Sept . 3 

1759 — Expulsion of Ro- 
man Catholic Jesuits begins 
in Portugal. 

1783 — Britain, France . 
Spain and United States sign 
peace of Versailles , officially 
ending revolutionary war. 

1791 — French constitution 
is passed by National Assem- 
bly, making France a consti- 
tutional monarchy. 

1879 — Afghanistan troops 
massacre British legation at 
Kabul. 

1904 — Japan defeats Rus- 
sian forces at Liaoyang in 
China. 

1913 — City of Nanking 
falls to Chinese revolutionary 
forces under Yuan Sbih-Kai. 

1939 — Britain and France 
dec/are war on Germany; 
Winston Churchill becomes 
Erst lord of admiralty in Bri- 
tain: Germans sink Athe- 
nia" off Ireland. 

1943 — Allied forces in- 
vade Italy in World War II. 

1945 — Singapore is re- 
turned to British control after 
being occupied by Japanese 
since 1942. 

1962 — Katanga govern- 
ment accepts U.N. Secretary- 
General U Thant’s plan for 
Congolese ieuniEcation. 

1973 — Cholera outbreak 
in Italy spreads. 

1976 — U.S. Viking U 
spacecraft lands on Mars. * 
1986 — South Africa ’s gov- 
ernment reimposes order 
prohibiting journalists from 
reporting actions of security 
forces. 

1989 — Thousands of 
blacks march and wade at 
“ whites only ’’ beach in 
nationwide . deEance cam- 
paign in South Africa. 

1990 — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin unveils plan for 
Soviet republics to take con- 
trol of their own economies. 

By Trie Associated Press 


In the early 1800’s, deep in the jungles of Africa where owls 
screeched, pigeons cooed and exotic monkeys sing on 
vines , dwelled a young man named Addae, which in 
African means morning sun. 

Addae was given this name simply because be was bom 
at dawn just as the African sun began to rise above the dark 
forests and puffs of black smoke from the breakfast Ere 
entered the small hut where an angry newborn protested 
bis birth amidst the scent of barbecued lamb. As he grew 
up, Addae had never known any place other than bis native 
home. Perhaps his abode may have been simple and his life 
bare compared to a citizen of luxury from a Erst world 
country in the twentieth century, but as far as he was 
concerned, be could not have been happier. Among 
different tribal villages people said, “Addae is one of best 
hunters and has already proven his bravery. He is deft with 
a spear and knows every inch of our area like the back of 
his hand. Maybe one day be will be chief of bis tribe!" 

Addae’s mother indeed seemed proud other oldest son. 
Soon a marriage contract would have to be arranged. “Any 
woman will be luckly to be married to Addae , ” his mother 
would brag. “But not just any woman will do. Addae must 
have the best and finest bride available." 

Oh, this young warrior was tilled with confidence. One 
late afternoon, Addae strutted through the forest elated 
with self-satisfaction. His father had warned him not to go 
out alone due to spreading rumours of bands of greedy 
white men who were constantly trying to trap victims from 
nearby villages for the slave trade. Addae couldn’t imagine 
people selling human beings like animals for slavery. But 
he knew he was invincible and brave. How many times bad 
be more than proved a match for any contestant to his 
strength? If anybody tried to bother him be would show 
them that they were dealing with the wrong person. So it 
happened. A group of white thieves pounced on him while 
he was walking. He was strong, but no match for their 
weapons, their numbers or their ruthless cruelty. His 
captors threw a briar net over him. He roared like a lion. 
They beat him with clubs until he nearly lost consciousness. 
One of the group cursed him , another spat on him , and a 
third said, “Shut up! It’s better if you give up now or you’ll 
never make it to America. You’ll be dead before yon 
arrive. We’ll throw your body into the ocean as shark bait!" 

Addae couldn't understand them and fought wildly. 
Eventually be lost hope. Bound, he boarded a slave ship 
where he was forced to Eve worse than an animal the entire 
trip across the ocean. Many Africans died, but Addae was 
strong and stubborn. He survived. Some inner sense told 
him that he would never again see bis mother, father, 
friends or tribe again. He wondered if as a Muslim he 
would even be permitted to pray, fast and practice Islam in 
a place of heathens. Only time would tell. 

And so, it passed that Addae was brought to the shores 
of America, the land of the free, and sold into slavery. He 
worked bard on a plantation that wasn’t his but belonged to 
white people who were cruel and hateful. His name was 
changed and to the white man he was no longer Addae, 
Morning Sun, but Tom Welsh, his last name taken from 
Robert Welsh the man who owned him . Whenever Addae 
prayed, be was flogged. When he tried to fast , be was force 


fed The overseer of the plantation was harsh and 
lo make sure that all slaves lost 
and religion as a means of subduing them- HetteaMtbem 
as beasts, making their existence desolate, 
degrading. Only in death would they findpea« and 
Subsequently, he married a female slave who had been . 
im^draLd in America. She ^acc^ed UUm* 
at first thought her husband to be mugh and^ sligjttfy . 
uncivilised. She refused to raise 

but rather, raised them as slave Christians, where Gfost-r 
ianity was used as a weapon to make the ; stoves 
souls were saved, yet they were ^verttoughtofas 
humans and would never be allowed to mend wtote- 
churches. Ultimately, the plantation where Adoae worked, 
was broken up and sold. AU the slaves were sM too: 
Addae was separated from his wife and chndrcnan&aevtt-- 
saw them again either. Later on just before be^ wed \ he- ■ 
said, “ I’m EnaEy free, no one can take my freedom away 
ever again. I’m still a Muslim too. I swear that there is no 
God but one and Mohammad is his prophet. 

Addae ’s wife never forgot her husband and never let her 
children forget him either. They grew up always remember? 
ing their father and the fact that he had come from Africa. 
They were proud of their heritage and they remembered 
his name and in turn taught their children the name of the 
African slave and what it meant but his grandctukSrest 
carried the su rname Welsh. Many generations later, one 
man by the name of William Welsh, a direct descendant of 
Addae, born free in Georgia, accepted Islam. William had 
been a postman for many years and was growing old. He 
wanted to retire and move to Florida where he had some 
Muslim friends. He discovered Islam was the one religion 
be could adapt to, for in it he was equal with everybody. He 
prayed next to white men. He sat with diem during the. 
sermons. He was one of them, not an inferior being or 
thought of as a long ago slave. He finally found his identify 
and began to study his family history. He remembered 
hearing the story as a child of the great African slave 
named Addae. He found out that Addae had been a 
Muslim William was that final point in a circle that bad 
begun in the forests and jungles of Africa and now ended 
with him. Islam was back in Addae *s family. William’s sons 
soon accepted Islam too and WiUiam changed his . Erst 
name to Shamseddin winch in Arabic means Sun of the 
forth. William chose Jihad as his family name to symbolise 
bis own struggle and Addae’s religious Eght in a foreign 
country to keep his religion and his dignity while a slave, 
owned by a strange people who had no mercy or 
compassion. 

Now Shamseddin Jihad Eves in Florida among his Muslim 
friends. He is very happy, free, equal in his religion with all 
men and owns the greatest gift on earth — bis forth. His 
sons are committed to Da’wa, or spreading Islam among 
the Afro-Americans. Sometimes Shamseddin thinks of 
Addae, the young warrior who was captured and brought 
Jts a slave to America from his village and he smiles, for be 
knows that Addae would be very proud knowing that at last 
some of bis descendants returned to Islam. Shamseddin 
performed bis own social and cultural reversion and he 
ceased to imitate the people who had enslaved Addae. 
Islam became a lifestyle compatible to the former William 
Welsh. 
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Thursday, Aug L 29 9:10 Forever Green . 


8d0 The Family Man 

When Allison realises that 
someone stole the money, 
she runs away from home for 
fear of her dad, thus compli- 
cating the matter. 

9:10 Outlaws 

New Orleans 

It is another exciting anti- 
crime adventure in another 
place — this time in New 
Orleans. 

lO&O News in Engtioh 


10:00 News in Eogfisfa 

10&0 Simon and Simon 
Disappearance of Harry 
Harry disappears after 
cooperating with the Simon 
brothers, in an attempt to 
incriminate the gang of smug- 
glers. 


Search for Battleship Bis- 
mark 

The search for Nazi Ger- 
many’s most dangerous bat- 
tleship in World War II, the 
Bismark , which was sunk by 
the British Royal Navy. 
KkOO News in English 

10:20 Hooter 

Second Sight 


Saturday, Aug. 31 Monday, Sept. 2 


8:30 Kate And AlEe 
Kate Quits 

Starring : Susan Saint James 


10&0 Movie Of The Week Curtin 


All The Brothers Were 
Valeant 

Starring: Robert Taylor and 
Stewart Granger. 

Friday, Aug. 30 

8:30 Night Court 

The Battling Bailiff 

Paul is losing, gradually, 
the meaning of his life; his 
colleagues convince him to 
take up the profession of 
boxing at night, and obvious- 
ly, this doesn’t do it for him, 
either. 


9:00 Encounter 
9-30 Classical Musk 
10:00 News in Kn gfggfa 

10:20 Feature Film 
The Catered Affair 

Starring: Bettef Davis, Ernest 
Borgnine, Debbie Reynolds 
and Rod Taylor 

Sunday, Sept 1 

8f30 The Simpsons 

9:10 Documentary — Nation- 
al Geographic Explorer 


8&0 Surgical Spirit 

Close To The Edge 

Sheila invents a new style 
of surgery without much 
bloodshed. Does she suc- 
ceed? 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

A Little Night Work 

A famous publisher is mur- 
dered in a luxury hotel fol- 
lowing a fund raises. Jessica, 
who attended the event , is 
staying in the hotel. She helps 
the police solve the mystery. 

lOtfO News in ffngffr ft 
10:20 Over My Dead Body 

Tuesday, Sept 3 

8:30 Perfect Stranglers 


A Catered Affair 

Baiki. the talented chef, 
faces a funny predicament 
when bis friend Larry books 
him for another party in addi- 
tion to the one be has to cater 
for. 

8d55 Museums In Jordan 

9:10 Out House 

The Haunting 

Starring; WilTord Brimky , 
De/dre Hall, . Shannen 
Doherty and Chad Aden 

10.-00 News in Engifa h 

10:20 Colombo _ ... . 

Colombo investigates the 
murder of the trustee of a 
miEtary academy. 

Wednesday, Sppt. 4 

&J0 Golden Girls 

9:10 Route To The Sen ~ 

Junks Are Sailing 

For the Chinese this part ", 
on the south east com of 
Owoa w^ the starting pfoce^ 
for a long and perilous Jritir - ' ■ 
f ° r it~ 

JZuey e ***** <*** : 
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C^MBMpIker Schlondorff and the universalistic cinema 
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J'ny. 1 j^Batcrf. H&azelmann 


NORNBERG ^ Another 
yeajvar the^giiicmas. with the. 
same famifi&r srrpy: This 
.yea# as every year in recent 
times, tbe.rop box-office hits . 
arejimerican . pcpd ucti on s T - 
inducting Pretty Woman , and 
Da hang Wizh The Wolves . 

. BtiL smack, in the middle of 
is a - modest 
European ! Htn by . a German 
director, it registered runs of . 
fourteen weeks and more m 
many German cities : The 
production. Homo Faber, is 
the Sim version of the book 
by Max Frisch with the same 
tide. -Its director. Vo/fcer 
Sch&ndorff. 

- - The 61m even made it into 
the top tea . in total German 
cinema viewerships last year 
in Germany. This achieve- 
ment has : - turned , attention 
once again i to • Schlondorff, 
the Germany director who 
tivesin America, who. has 
also ' made: American .Sims 
and yrho wants to make more 
American films. 

Schlondorff, almost, a. 
“household name*’ on the 
international film scene, did 
not go bast in the United 
States like other European 
directors have,.- like Wim 
Wenders, forins&ice, or 
Louis Malle. They, too, 
wantedtomake their version 
of the American, dream. come 
true. They, too, heard the 
call of Hollywood and 
healed it: But they returned 
home again ■ (heir projects 


Stories told with the camera 
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- gone amiss, their commercial 
and/orartistic failures in their 
suitcases. So, what makes 

- Scht&ndorff so different? 
How~ was it posable for him 
to become one of the very 

-few German directors to suc- 
ceed on the ■ international 
marketplace? 

What did he do to coax the 
Americans into awarding him 
an Oscar for bis film rendi- 
}tion of the Gunter Grass 
. novel The Tin Drum in 1980? 
Perhaps, the answer’s quite 
simple after all, perhaps it 
lies in the great “weakness” 
of Schlondorff, a shortcom- 
ing that turns out to be a 
strong point: Schfondorff is 
not a director with a distinct 
artistic style , his films aren't 
one-of-a-kind, and they don't 
branch out into dark myster- 
ies nor are they couched in a 
complex narrative style. That 
makes him understandable 
and consumable interna- 
tionally. 

It’s the same recipe that 
makes American films so suc- 
cessful all over the world. 
Schlondorff himself defined it 
as follows: " Everything must 
be dear all the time. That's 
what makes American cine- 
ma naturally understood the 
world over, because it 
doesn't say: * Okay , we leave 
the rest to the viewer.' 
You're forced to articulate 
■ things with much more clar- 
ity. You can't rely on your 
intuition and expect to pro- 
duce art." That's something 
the Americans are almost ter- 


rified of. 

Perhaps SchlOndorff is just 
the man to satisfy this re- 
quirement, as he has never 
seen himself as an “ auteur ” 
in the sense of the French 
"Nouvefle Vague ” or the 
German “ Jungfiim ” group 
that emerged after 1965, even 
though he learned his trade in 
France. He had actually gone 
there on a wave of romantic- 
ism and not because he was 
buoyed by a sense of artistic 
mission. 

Bom in Wiesbaden in 1939 
as the son of a physician, 
Schlondorff relates: "My two 
brothers are doctors, and ev- 
erything predestined me to 
become a doctor or a lawyer. 
On the other hand, there’s 
nothing more natural than for 
a burgher's son ro want to go 
to the circus. That's what 
seized me. 'The circus is 
dead.’ they said ; well then. 
I'll do something with film. 
‘Film in Germany is dead.’ 
they said; well. then. I'll go to 
France. 

"That was in 1955, when I 
was 16. and / actually went to 
Paris and stayed there for ten 
years. At first, in boarding 
school, then as law student 
(filmmaking scholarships we- 
ren't available), right up to 
the government examination. 
In the meantime , a diligent 
visitor at the cinematheque 
( three films a day): finally, 
positions as direction assis- 
tant with Jean-Pierre Melvil- 
le. Alain Resnais, and Louis 


Malle. ” 

Film as circus substitute 

From the outset, this con- 
cept predisposed Schlondorff 
towards a popular approach 
to the medium, with artistic 
aspirations of secondary sig- 
nificance. As a result, from 
the beginning — his first film 
was in 1965 — his film au- 
thorship came, at most, to an 
involvement in writing the 
screenplay. He didn't sec 
himself as a narrator. 

Schlondorff is the renderer 
into film, and of some of the 
world's best literature. He 
made his directorial debut 
with the film version of a 
short story by Robert Musi I 
Tbe Young Toriess. His third 
film tackled KJeist in Michael 
kohlhaas (1967-68). 

When wide-screen acclaim 
failed to materialise, he 
shifted ro television. Scblon- 
dorifs television production 
of Brecht’s first stage piece, 
Baal . had Werner Fassbin- 
der, then at the outset of his 
career, in the title role. Pro- 
duced in 1969, it is one of 
SchlondorfTs finest crea- 
tions. 

Among the literary master- 
pieces he has since rendered 
in film are Heinrich Boll (The 
Lost Honour of Katharina 
Blum), Gunter Grass (The 
Tin Drum). Nicolas Bom 
(Tbe Fake), Marcel Proust ( 
A Love Of Swann). Arthur 
Miller (Incident In Vichy), 
Margaret Atwood (Story Of 


Max 


The Handmaid), and 
Frisch (Homo Faber). 

After three English- 
language authors, all Amer- 
ican co-productions — 
Schlondorff has again done a 
German-language original in 
a European production. But 
even this creation has an 
American touch, with Sam 
Shepard, American play- 
wright and film writer (noted 
for the screenplay of Paris, 
Texas, produced by Wim 
Wenders) cast in the lead 
role. Shepard performed with 
such transcontinental cool 
that his director couldn’t 
bring himself to burdening 
him with the nearness of 
death foreseen by novelist 
Max Frisch. Faber's terminal 
cancer is absent from the 
film. 

Scholars of the literary 
word will, doubtlessly, have 
this and much else to quibble 
about it all of SchlondorfTs 
productions. Tbe language of 
Gunter Grass's Tin Drum. 
almost baroque in its rich- 
ness. might have fared dif- 
ferently under a film director 
more inclined to verbal 
sumptuousness. A director 
like Fellini might have been 
more suited to filming Gun- 
ter Grass's The Tin Drum. 
The French, too, surely we- 
ren't all too happy to see a 
German director adapt a clas- 
sic of their tongue (Un 
Amour De Swann) to the 
silver screen. 

And yet, Schlondorff suc- 



A scene from the film Homo Fa- 
ber. The German director Volker 
Schl&ndorff rendered the novel by 
Switzerland’s Max Frisch with a 
touch a “transcontinental cool/’ 


as one film critic part 3s. ScEaB&m- 
dorff is considered the “GerKuera 
r epr e sen t ativ e of iho urcfiveTsaflSs*- 
tic film.** 


ceeds in introducing a univer- 
sally understood screen lan- 
guage in all these literary 
renditions, a cinematic 
Esperanto, which — out of 
necessity — had ro level the 
excrescences of the literary, 
had to convert them into 
straight-forward imagery to 
achieve international under- 
standing and possibly to 
prompt not a few of the 
viewers to read the corres- 
ponding book. 

The Schlondorff rendition 
of the The Lost Honour of 
Katharina Blum, where both 
Heinrich BoU and Schlon- 




dorff vented their rage at tbe 
sleazy practices of various 
German tabloids, certainly 
proved a very auspicious 
combination. The two sort of 
met at the level of outraged 
triviality, a fortunate coinci- 
dence. 

Scbldndorff . thus, has be- 
come tbe leading German 
representative of universalis- 
tic cinema. Literary and 
cineastic purists may fyult its 
facelessness, but such an ex- 
ercise appears superfluous in 
an age where the global inter- 
meshing of the media marks a 
major challenge to the value 


, V 


of regional artistic reputa- 
tions. 

Schlondorff takes the 
camera to tell literary stories: 
and he succeeds in conveying 
appreciation to the general 
viewer. Americans like it. 
and Germans also, as the 
Homo Faber success story ir. 
the midst of the U.S. block- 
busters from Hollywood re- 
veals. And to have a German 
success author in the ranks of 
the international continues to 
be a unique phenomenon 
too unique for the critics te 
thumb their noses at it IN- 
press. 
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BE^A^\^^Best^seUing 
novelist Michelle Hutchinson 
certainly x&fes write at first 
Autyf aboot rbe violence in 
tfoilbern Ireland. .. . 

ihe Irish ■- Republican 
Afyfy. .(tRAy -crippled her 
policeman husband, gunmen 

tojnove house, they will al- 
wayijjejpq^tiaL targets, . 
■ Amdbtiihe mayhem, the 
^etiy;: r d&tirdtined young 
wih ssaldown tti write what 
(me critiecalksd.. “one of the 
best terrorist thrillers ever to 
come outjcf- Jforthero Ire- 
land ~ i * •; -v ■ ; ' ' 
Summary^Justice was a 
fist-pa ti^a^mthotihriller 

mg foi^n^txy .:m^teers. 
He is bet^ed Jhy a police 
.ooCbi|^;%-2ZM'JUUs his 
wifeand dtiMren He goes on 
tie wajpatbp^seeking re- 
venge. - ... • y 

, ^ Jt trans- 

ywnetf real fife m^o'g Uctirma f- 
t^scene^Itwastoore com- 

. ity, ” Ms> Hutchinson said of 
her debof oE^eL. : 

_A6.- Hatchi^a3Q,'who also . 
fihds tiae-tp bring of three 
■ ^ OUa ^ home 

for abandoned • aomiafs . and 



^r^ vw rar sB weeks in 
: Nmthern Srriand and I out- 
sold Jackie CoBms arid Wii- 

hfli : 

st&x&hovd Dieback, 
wfnc h teds the tide ofahtRA 
f®sar bd&t by the %GB, 
*^ ,pah&6edL 
. “ft - ■ Hutchinson writes 
~ pen-name - S.J. 
Jp™?**- i Many critics 
f*°^fty8te^styte andcon- 
fiOTOfthe hooJcs that she was 
t man. ■ 
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up 
she con- 


a qtaedy dispassionate 
f* 0 ® Ms. ■ Hutchinson tells 
ow husband's police 
was “-shattered and 
fife -became a night- 

-j ste- 

• Her husband Peter was 
& yhot or the way to a 


_ Belfast police station in 1976. 
*TJe was shot in the arm, 
chest and throat. He lostpart 
of- bis lung and one of his 
vocal chords. Surgeons said 
be wouldn’t live. He is a very 
determined person and 
fought his way back. 

“He was carrying intelli- 
gence files and one of them 
was a picture of the guy who 
shot him. He later died on 
hunger strike in prison. Tbe 
attack was too elaborate, too 
well-planned. It was not bit 
and run. There had to have 
been information from inside 
the R UC (Northern Ireland’s 
Royal Ulster Constabulary). 

“He headed up an anti- 
terrorist unit. He had to be 
100 per cent fit. In 19985 he 
fell off a wall when in hot pur- 
sort of a suspected terrorist. 
He was disabled out of the 
force. 

“1 was coming back with 
my mother-in-law and three 
- children after visiting Peter in 
the hospital. Gunmen shot at 
the car. Thankfully nobody 
was injured .” 

The family had to be 
moved to a safe house which 
was staked out in case the 
IRA struck again. 

“We were used as bait by 
tire security forces without 
being forewarned. That is 
why I have a cynical view of 
governments. They were 
quite willing to set us up. 

“In tbe end tbe IRA never 
struck and we were moved 
out of tbe area. Peter is still a 
potential target. We have to 
live with that.” 

Ms. Hutchinson has seen 
both sides of the sectarian 
divide. “I was bom a West 
Belfast Catholic and became 
a Presybterian at 14. 1 mar- 
ried an officer from the local 
police station in (tbe 
'nationalist ghetto) of West 
Belfast. People don't forget 
that." 

With enough fact to feed 
her fiction for many novels to 
come, she is pessimistic about 
the future ibr Northern Ire- 
land. 

“Personally I don’t see any 
solution. Nobody seems to 
want one. We should have a 
crescendo, a good fight and 
get it out of tbe system. 
People constantly back off 
and let the pot simmer and 
never boil over.” 


Director Alan Parker shows his other 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

DUBLIN — Alan Parker 
may be known for his brash, 
angry, often controversial 
movies, but his new film from 
Ireland may surprise viewers 
with its humour and compas- 
sion. 

"The commitments" shows 
another side of the 47-year- 
old Parker, who says this film 
comes closest to Ids own ex- 
perience of growing up in the 
working class. 

“ There are aspects of me 
which I think people don't 
know," the English director 


of Midnight Express and Mis- 
sissippi Burning said one 
morning in a Dublin hotel 
suite. 

Based on a novel by Roddy 
Doyle, the $12 million pro- 
duction takes a fast-paced , 
funny look at working-class 
Dubliners who form a rock 
group. The Commitments, 
dedicated to what they call 
“ Dublin soul." 

Worshipful of such black 
American legends as Smokey 
Robinson, James Brown and 
Otis Redding , The Commit- 
ments haunt the Dublin 
dubs , making a name for 
themselves with hard-driving 


renditions of such songs as 
Try A Little Tenderness. 

“The Irish are the blacks of 
Europe," explains the 
group's founder and mana- 
ger. Jimmy (Robert Arkins). 
Before long, the group is 
adopting Brown's Aforto, 
“I'm black and I’m proud," 
as well as his music. 

“ It’s not about usurping 
black music or culture," said 
Parker. "It's about identify- 
ing with it." 

The movie bears a superfi- 
cial resemblance to Fame. 
Parker's hit 1980 movie trac- 
ing tbe lives of several stu- 
dents at New York's High 



Dlr mctor AEan Par k er (right) with s ta rred in Parker’s latest 
American actors Denis Qnaid Come Sam The Paradise, 
(centre) and TamSyn TomHa who 


School for Performing Arts. 

But the director prefers to 
discuss the differences. 

"To me. the basic 
metaphor in Fame was the 
American dream, ” said Par- 
ker. "It was an American 
morie steeped in the concept 
of success in the American 
sense — built into every sing- 
le American is that you have 
the right to be successful. " 

With Tbe Commitments , 
he said, “it’s tbe opposite. 
It’s O.K. not to be successful. 
In fact if these kids do get 
successful, they'll put one 
another down.” 

Tbe director said The 
Commitments, despite being 
thoroughly Irish, marked a 
return to his own working- 
class roots in England. 

"This is tbe closest film to 
the life / know. ” said Parker, 
the only child of North Lon- 
doners who lived in low-in- 
come bousing. 

"My parents were veiy 
much against me doing any- 
thing that actually interfered 
with the status quo that they 
had. ” recalled Parker, citing 
“ the terrible English phrase 
my mother used to use all the 
time of, 1 you’re getting ideas 
above your station.’ 

" Tbe thing about a perma- 
nent underclass is not that it’s 
imposed from above ; it’s im- 
posed from below, too.” 
Parker said his aim was "to 
be as truthful as possible to 
the spirit of the book. The 
beauty of the book, and the 
thing I loved about it, was tbe 
language. ’’ 


He was nor at all con- 
cerned that audiences might 
have trouble with the thickly 
accented Dublin speech. “In 
tbe first five minutes , tbe 
language is like music, and 
you become attuned to that 
music. Rather than it being a 
barrier, it becomes a 
strength. ” 

Weren't the producers 
worried? "I have complete 
control he replied, "so I 
didn't take any notice.” 

Whatever its critical fate. 
The Commitments looks to 
be free of the controversy 
that besets virtually every 
Parker movie. 

His most recent film, the 
Bop Come See The Paradise, 
sfanihg Dennis Quaid. raised 
eyebrows by grafting a sen- 
timental love story onto the 
painful reality of Japanese 
internment camps in die Un- 
ited States during World War 

n. 

His 1989 Mississippi Burn- 
ing, which was nominated for 
seven Academy Awards in- 
cluding one for Parker's 
direction, kept commentators 
buzzing with multiple charges 
of inaccurately portraying the 
civil rights movement. 

"There’s a big difference 
between 'inaccurate' and ’dis- 
honest,”’ said Parker. "A fis- 
sissippi Burning was a fiction 
from tbe very beginning . " It 
wasn’t a documentary on the 
civil rights struggle." 

Parker’s first film was the 
gangster musical spoof Bugsy 
Malone (1976), starring a 
teenage Jodie Foster. Since 


then, every film up to The 
Commitments — with the ex- 
ception of Pink Floyd. The 
Wall (1982) — has dealt with 
American topics or American 
characters , including a young 
American imprisoned in Tur- 
key for drug smuggling in 
Midnight Express (1978) and 
the steamy " thriller. Angel 
Heart (19S7). 

Parker left school at 18 and 
began his career in advertis- ■ 
ing , turning to feature films 
with Bugsy Malone when his 
early television scripts were 
rejected. 

“They used to come back ■ 
with a big rubber stamp oh 
them saying ’parochial:- 
parochial, parochial he- 
said. “ I wrote bugsy as a- 
reaction to that frustration of ■ 
people saying, ‘why are you 
still writing about a council- 
fiat in Islington?"’ 

Now, Parker finds himself 
fending off accusations that.- 
he has abandoned England. 

“To me, this is a big world 
we live in, and Britain 's a tiny - 
country." said Parker , who 
must be one of the few direc- 
tors of any nationality to feel ' 
liberated by Hollywood. 

“ Tbe whole thing of grow- 
ing up in Islington or whatev- ' 
er is not a fact at all in the 
United States,” he said, “ft’ 
doesn t matter. No one gives ' 
a damn. Nc one worries ' 
where you come from or who 
you are. *' ; 

"What matters in America ' 
is that you're a filmmaker; 
and that’s a very healthy [ 
feeling. ” * 




Cuban ‘raft art* comes to Miami gallei 


By Joanne Kenen 

Reuter 

MIAMI — To Fred snitzer, 
the flimsy rafts of rubber, 
string and wood that carry 
Cuban refugees to Honda 
are more than powerful poli- 
tical symbols. They are 
works of art. 

Snitzer has displayed eight 
makeshift rafts and boats in 
his coral gabies art gallery in 
an exhibition called “ they 
would rather die. ’’ 

The exhibition includes a 
30-minute documentary film 
on the Cuban refugees and 
paintings by four exiled 
artists about the hazardous , 
often fata/. Bight from the 
Caribbean island to the Un- 


ited States. 

Some 17.000 Cubans have 
arrived in the makeshift 
crafts since President Fidel 
Castro’s 1959 Communist re- 
volution. Nearly 1,400 have 
come so far this year, more 
than any year since tbe 
Marie! boatlift in 1980. This 
was when 125,000 people left 
from the western port of 
Marie! in a five-month ex- 
odus sanctioned by the 
Cuban leader. 

No one knows how many 
have not survived the trip. 

To Miami’s intenseiy 
political Cuban community, 
the rafts serve as an indict- 
ment of Castro. Snitzer 
agrees, but also sees contem- 
porary sculpture. 

“ 1 was very , very moved 


when I first saw the rafts.” 
said Snitzer about his friend 
Adalberto Delgado's film, in 
which refugees describe how 
they scavenged the inner 
tubes of tyres, hoarded bits of 
wood and burlap before 
embarking on their journey. 

"They hold up visually in 
the art world ... there is a 
creative insistence and they 
show that sometimes people 
who are not artists can make 
art.” 

Snitzer staged the exhibi- 
tion during the traditionally 
slow summer season, when 
he usually holds some kind of 
non-profit making event. He 
has received inquiries from 
several galleries in other 
parts of the country and 
hopes to take it on a national 


tour. 

Humberto Sanchez, who 
has been collecting the rafts, 
lent several to Snitzer for the 
show. Sanchez and a group of 
associates are trying to raise 
money to start a permanent 
raft museum and monument 
in Miami. 

Each of the four artists 
whose paintings are exhibited 
with the rafts were exploring 
tbe theme even before Snizer 
brought them together for his 
show. 

Julio Antonio, who left 
Cuba five years ago , has 
spent the last 18 months on a 
series about the raft people. 
He calls one canvas "poig- 
nant realities.” 

Juan Abreu-Felipe, who 
came to the United States on 


the Maria / boatlift. calls his' 
bnght but painful images of 
rafts and crosses “ Death By 
Water . " 

*7t's expressionistic, filled 
with all sorts of agonies,” 
said Snitzer. a sculptor 
trained in Philadelphia who 
has owned a Miami gallery 
for 14 years. 

Luis Cruz Azaceta is tbe 
best-known of the exiled 
artists represented at the ex- 
hibition. He contributed two 
paintings, one of a skull in a 
boat. 

Paul Sierra, who lives in 
Chicago, away from the 
Cuban exile centres in Miami 
and New .Jersey, offered a 
canvas called "swimmer." 
The single head bobbing in 
the waves is emblematic both 


of the refugees and of an I 
exile's life, said Snitzer. 

All of the paintings dwell 
on the Cubans who die. v ‘ 

A look at the rafts explains 
why Most are very’ basic, one 
or two inner tubes strapped 
to a few wooden planks. " 

One £s a simple wooden 
boat which barely looksr. 
strong enough to survive. a : r 
pond let alone the Atlantic 
Ocean. It was discovered 
afloat but empty, the fate cf: 
its occupant unknown, 
according to Sanchez. 

The boat ties quietly in a - 
comer of the gallery, although 
Snitzer was tempted to stand: 
it upright because from that, 
angle “it looks like a gothic - 
cathedral. ” 
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Australian 


researchers 
optimistic on skin 


cancer vaccine 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
researchers , testing a 
pioneering vaccine aimed at 
preventing regrowth of the 
most deadly form of skin 
cancer after surgery, have 
said results so far were prom- 
ising. 

Three years of trials across 
the country have involved 
270 patients with melanoma 
— malignant tumours that 
can spread to other parts of 
the body, causing death. 

"It’s certainly looking 
quite promising Professor 
Peter Hersey, research direc- 
tor of the Royal Newcastle 
Hospital’s melanoma unit. 


earlier this year that about 
two-thirds of Australia’s 17 
million population would de- 
velop some form of skin can- 
cer in their lifetime and one 
in 55 would develop poten- 
tially fatal melanoma cancer. 

Australia has the highest 
incidence of skin cancer in 
the world and a vaccine 
against melanoma has long 
been thought possible by im- 
munologists, Prof. Hersey 
said. 

The vaccine being tested in 
random trials is made from 
melanoma cells artifically in- 
fected with the vaccinia virus. 
Vaccinia is the basis of the 


told Reuters. 

Prof. Hersey and Austra- 
lia's leading skin cancer spe- 
cialist, Professor Bill McCar- 
thy, co-directors of the study , 
propose to test 400 patients 
before knowing conclusively 
whether the vaccine is effec- 


tive. 

" Within two years we 
should be able to determine if 
we can successfully vaccinate 
against this disease,” Prof. 
McCarthy said. 

There had been no de- 
trimental effect on the pa- 
tients and growth appeared 
to have been halted . he said. 

Prof. McCarthy, head of 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospit- 
al’s melanoma unit, warned 


vaccine that rid the world of 
smallpox. 

Patients vaccinated after 
surgery were in two high-risk 
melanoma groups — with 
thick primary melanoma and 
with melanoma that had 
spread to regional lymph 
nodes. 

At present only 30 to 40 
per cent of patients in either 
group survive for more than 
five years after surgery. 

The concept is that the 
Vaccinia component of the 
vaccine would stimulate the 
T-cells of the patient’s im- 
mune system while the mela- 
noma component would 
prime the aroused T-cells 
against the melanoma. 




By Hilde Lang 
COSMETICS manufacturers 
in Germany are still revising 
to tell consumers what their 
products contain. Consumer 
watchdogs say the cosmetics 
1 industry has not reacted to 
growing consumer caution 
and scepticism about chemic- 
als. The Consumer Associa- 
tion (AGV) in Bonn says the 
industry strictly refuses to 
specify the contents of its 
products. Yef the number of 
people with allergies is 
steadily increasing. 

Women in particular come 
into daily contact with large 
numbers of chemicals in 
make-up, lotions and creams. 
Most women regard daily use 
of cosmetics as a matter of 
course. Yet the secrecy re- 
mains. 

Neither is shelf life proper- 
ly regulated. “ Best by” dates 
are at present a statutory 
requirement only for pro- 
ducts that will keep for less 
than two and a half years. 
This regulation is a tempta- 
tion to make over-generous 
use of preservatives. Like 
foodstuffs , the consumer 
watchdogs argue, cosmetics 
ought to have a " best by” 
date storage conditions 
printed on the package. 

Arrangements are urgently 
needed for what are called 
natural cosmetics , which is a 
concept that has yet to be 
clearly defined. There is, for 
instance , no definition o/ 
constituents which are 
emphasised in advertising, 
such as avocado cream. The 
percentage admixture of 


these constituents ought at 
the very least to be specified. 

The European Commis- 
sion submitted amendment 
proposals for the existing 
cosmetics directive over a 
year ago. The AGV in Bonn 
says the proposals bore the 
hallmark of the manufactur- 
ers’ interests. All they envis- 
aged was a strictly limited 
improvement in safety and 
declaration provisions , and 
they have yet to have the 
slightest effect. 

The European Commis- 
sion is in the process of cata- 
loguing the roughly 8,000 
substances used in creams , 
lotions and other cosmetics. 
It would arguably be more 
important tor natural and 
synthetic chemicals to be 
checked by acknowledged ex- 
perts for their dermatological 
and toxicological effect. 
Natural substances can just as 
easily trigger allergies as che- 
micals. Minimum standards 
ought also to be laid down for 
raw materials, standards that 
eliminate noxious substances. 

As with foodstuffs all ing- 
redients need to be specified. 
It can be done, as other 
countries, such as the United 
States, have shown. It is an 
important issue now consum- 
ers are more sensitive than 
they used to be and have 
grown more demanding in 
respect of quality. Health 
standards and environment- 
friendly processing and pack- 
aging are increasingly in- 
fluencing their decisions on 
what they buy — Rheiniscbe 
Post. 


Colombia making first effective malaria vasmimm 




By Michael Stott 
Reuter 


RIO DE JANEIRO — The 
world's Erst effective vaccine 
against malaria, a disease 
that kills three million people 
a year in the tropics, is now 
only a few years away alter 
encouraging trial results . the 
vaccine’s inventor told an in- 
ternational conference 
Friday. 

"We're now moving very 
quickly because various 
countries a round the world 
— in Latin America, Africa 
and Asia — are collaborating 
to develop the vaccine 
Manuel Elkin Patarroyo of 
Colombia’s National Institute 
of Immunology said in an 
interview after addressing the 
fourth International Con- 


gress on Malaria here. 

Malaria is one of the 
world’s biggest killers. 

More than 300 million 
cases are reported every year 
and one to two’percent prove 
fatal. By comparison. AIDS 
has claimed fewer than 

200,000 lives since it was disc- 
overed. 

Scientists have produced 
five different vaccines but 
Dr. Patarroyo’s is the only 
one to have been rested on 
humans and the only one 
with positive field results 
from thousands of volunteers 
to back ■ its claims. 

Asked how many years 
away a mass-produced vac- 
cine was. Dr. Patarroyo, 44, 
replied: "Not many. I don't 
want to give a firm date 
because we still have to com- 


■ plete testing, but not many. " 

Dr. Patarroyo's vaccine is a 
chemical copy of molecules 
used by the malaria parasite 
in invading human blood 
cells. When the vaccine, 
known as SPF 66. is injected 
into humans, it stimulates the 
production of natural de- 
fences, or antibodies, against 
malaria. 

In his presentation to the 
conference. Dr. Patarroyo-' 
said three doses of bis vaccine 
had provided effective pro- 
tection against malaria for 73 
to 80 per cent of the 30.000 
human volunteers who tested 
it in Colombia. Venezuela 
and Ecuador. 

"One of its big advantages 
is that it’s completely safe,” 
Dr. Patarroyo said. "The 
worst that the vaccine has 


induced, in a very small prop- 
ortion of people, is a small 
swelling after the second or 
i third dose — but most injec- 
tions can cause that.” 
Further trials are now be- 
ginning in Brazil and three 
African countries to test how 
efficient the vaccine is in 
different areas under diffe- 
rent climatic conditions. 
Trials in Asia will follow next 


year. 

The vaccine is cheap to 
produce. Dr. Patarroyo said 
it cost just 25 cents to make 
enough for a three-shot dose 
— well within the reach of 
the developing nations that 
are its biggest potential 
market. 

" I’m not interested in be- 
coming a millionaire , " Dr. 
Patarroyo told Reuters. "I 


want to donate the discovery 
and its technology to 
hu mani ty in the name of the 
Colombian people, via the' 
United Nations. Anyone who 
wants to make the vaccine 
will be able to.” 

U.S., .British. German and 
French scientists at the con- 
ference applauded Dr. Patar- 
royo's presentation warmly 
and his reception in Rio fol- 
lowed favourable reviews in 
once sceptical U.S. and Brit- 
ish scientific publications. 

" Patarroyo and Colombia 
are to be congratulated on 
this work: A malaria vaccine 
has arrived, ” G.H. Mitchell 
of Guy’s ■ Hospital Medical 
School, London, wrote in a 
recent editorial in the scien- 
tific journal Vaccine. 

"It is imperfect , but it may 


well deserve the public 
acclaim it receives." 

' Dr. Patarroyo, whose work 
is funded mainly by the Col- 
ombian government, noted 
that one of his biggest initial 
problems was to persuade a 
doubtful scientific commun- 
ity that world class research 
could be done in- developing 
countries. 

"At Gist there was sceptic- 
ism, which was togical." he 
said. "Then there was m 
emotional reaction, thinknig 
that this type of vaccine could 
not have been developed in 
Latin America , far less in 
Colombia . ” 

"But,” he added with a 
grin, " given the results, since 
they are intelligent people, 
the only thing they could do 
was accept them.” 






Withdrawal symptoms may help 


keep caffeine use popular 


By Malcolm Ritter 
Tne Associated Press 


Allergy 

sufferers in dark 
over cosmetics 


SAN FRANCISCO — Kick- 
ing the caffeine habit abrupt- 
ly can bring on headaches, 
lethargy and a case of the 
blahs bad enough to look like 
a possible depression, new 
studies confirm. 

Up to 90 per cent of adults 
in North America consume 
caffeine regularly, partly be- 
cause they can feel so lousy 
when they stop, said resear- 
cher Suzette Evans of the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse's Addiction Research 
Centre in J3a/f/more. 

Even people who just don ’t 
feel tike themselves before 
they've had their first cup of 
coffee may be feeling early 
symptoms of caffeine with- 
drawal. she said. 

Caffeine withdrawal is " a 
real phenomenon ,” she said, 
"that may be one thing that 
maintains caffeine intake, 
avoiding the withdrawal.” 

The research suggests that 


a person who wants to elimin- 
ate caffeine should do it gra- 
dually over a few days , Ms. 
Evans said. Even one cup of 
coffee has enough caffeine to 
run the risk of withdrawal if 
it's suddenly eliminated , she 
said. 

Ms. Evans spoke in a re- 
cent interview and during a 
presentation of research re- 
sults Friday at the annual 
meeting of the American Pys- 
chological Association. 

As many as 90 per cent of 
adults in North America reg- 
ularly consume foods con- 
taining caffeine, with most 
caffeine coming from coffee, 
researchers said at the meet- 


ing. 

The average intake is a 
little more than 200 millig- 
rammes a day. That's the 
equivalent of about 2.5 cups 
Of perked coffee, 3.5 cups of 
instant coffee or a little less 
than two cups of dripped 
coffee. 

Researcher Dr. John 
Hughes of the University of 


Vermont in Burlington said 
scientists don't know what 
percentage of the population 
is vulnerable to caffeine with- 
drawal. But the new work 
shows doctors should consid- 
er it when patients complain 
of headaches or fatigue. ” Dr. 
Hughes said. 

Caffeine withdrawal is no 
fun, as Ms. Evans' study of 62 
people illustrated. Study par- 
ticipants averaged about 235 
milligrammes a day of caf- 
feine before the study, a fair- 
ly typical amount. 

The experiment lasted 
three weeks. In the first week 
the people ate and drank as 
usual, but recorded their con- 
sumption so their caffeine 
intake could be calculated. 

For each of the next two 
weeks, they continued as 
usual for the first five days, 
but on the last two days they 
were given capsules to take 
and told not to consume any 
caffeine. 

For one of those weeks, 
the capsules had just enough 


caffeine to maintain each per- 
son’s usual intake. For the 
other week, the capsules 
were placebos. 

As expected, the with- 
drawal showed itself in 
headaches and lethargy when 
the capsules were the 
piacebos. 

The study participants also 
filled out a standard psycho- 
logical test that is commonly 
used to screen fordepression. 

When the capsules con- 
tained caffeine , only 3 per 
cent of the subjects had high 
enough scores to indicate 
possible depression. But 
when the capsules were 
placebos , 11 per cent scored 
that high. 

A second study of 17 peo- 
ple found that when they 
abruptly stopped taking 100 
milligrammes of caffeine a 
day ; they had less severe 
headaches than when they 
stopped taking 300 milligram- 
mes or 600 milligrammes a. 
day. Bat their fktigue and “ 
sluggishness were just as bad. 
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Kicking tobacco habit 
to slow drop in lung can 


leads 
zer risk 


WASHINGTON ^Agencies) 
— In a challenge to conven- 
tional wisdom, U.S. resear- 
chers reported Tuesday that 
kicking the cigarette habit 
leads only to a very gradual 
decrease in lung cancer risk. 


"While the risk of heart 
disease declines 50 per cent in 
the first year after quitting 
smoking, with lung cancer 
the risk declines by the same 
amount only after It? years,” 
said Donald Shopland of the 
U.S. government’s National 
Institutes of Health (NEH). 


although cigarette consump- 
tion has declined by one-third 
over 30 years. The American 
Cancer Society estimates 

143,000 Americans will die 
from lung cancer this year. 

The findings by a team led 
by Mr. Shopland was pub- 
lished in the Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute. 


But Dr. Shopland. who is 
coordinator of the NIH 
Smoking and Tobacco Con- 
trol Programme, told Reuters 
the new report does not mean 
people should continue 
smoking. The longer people 
smoke , the greater their 
chances are of contracting 
lung cancer, he said in a 
telephone interview. 

According to the U.S. gov- 
ernment. lung cancer remains 
the leading preventable cause 
of death in the United States, 


The scientists, extrapolat- 
ing from several smoking stu- 
dies, Found that lung cancer 
risk among former smokers 
depended upon their total 
lifetime exposure to cigarette 
smoke, the length of time 
since quitting, and their 
genera/ health at the time 
they stopped smoking. 

Mr. Shopland and his co- 
authors found that over a 
20-year period ending in 1982 
the U.S. lung cancer risk 
doubled among men and 
quadrupled among women, 
reflecting the growing popu- 
larity of smoking during the 
1950s and 1960s. 


Lung cancer death rates 
among non-smokers were 


almost unchanged during the 
same period. 

Meanwhile a study said 
smokers whose hearts race in 
a stressful situation are more 
likely to relapse after they 
quit cigarettes, suggesting a 
way to identify smokers who 
need special treatment to 
kick the habit. 

The more a smoker’s 
heart sped up, the greater the 
risk he would be smoking 
again within three months of 
quitting, a researcher at 
Brown University , in Provi- 
dence, said. 

The finding suggests peo- 
ple may be able to resist 
relapse if they receive train- 
ing in stress management, 
said researcher Raymond 
Niaura. 

Dr. Niaura, an assistant 
professor of psychiatry at 
Brown . spoke in an interview 
before presenting the work at 
the annual American Psycho- 
logical Association meeting. 

The study included 76 male 
and female smokers. They 
had smoked an average of 27 


cigarettes a day for an aver- 
age of 22 years. "These were 
people you would consider to 
be diehard smokers Dr. 
Niaura said. 

In a laboratory, the smok- 
ers’ heart rates were recorded 
before and during a stressful 
task, which was to make a 
good impression on a stran- 
ger who sat beside them. 

Later, smokers were asked 
how anxious they were dur- 
ing the experience and how 
much it made them want to 
smoke. In addition, resear- 
chers studied videotapes of 
the encounters. 

The smokers entered an 
eight-week, stop-smoking 
programme. Three months 
after it ended, which was five 
months after testing, smokers 
were checked for relapse. 

In all, 60 of the 76 had 
' started smoking again, a fate 
'Dr. Niaura said is not un- 
usual. The extent to which 
their heartbeats sped up dur- 
ing the encounter predicted 
higher relapse rates. Dr. 
Niaura said. 
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Lancet: Two drinks a day reduce risk of heart attack 


By Randi Hotter Epstein 
The Associated Press 


LONDON — Two drinks a 
day reduce the risk of heart 
attack by more than a quar- 
ter, according to a study of 
44.059 men published in this 
week’s Lancet. 

Among 27.717 men who 
have never been diagnosed as 
suffering from heart disease 
or a related illness, those who 


drank between a half and 216. 
drinks a day reduced the risk 
of heart disease by 26 per 
cent, said Dr. Eric Rimm . 
who directed die study. 

"We fopn.d a dose re- 
sponse, with the more alco- 
hol consumed, the more re- 
duced the risk for heart dis- 
ease, ” said Dr. Rimm, of the 
Harvard School of Public 
Health. 

Previous studies that have 


shown a link between moder- 
ate drinking and reduced risk 
of heart attack have been 
criticised because of the 
.assumption many non-drink- 
ers have been advised to ab- 
stain because they were 
already suffering from a heart 
condition. 

That would mean more 
people prone to heart disease 

were in the low-drinking 
categories , biasing the re- 


sults. 

Dr. Rimm said his -study 
showed the same beneficial 
effect of alcohol even after 
excluding men who suffered " 
from heart disease or related 
illnesses such as diabetes, 
gout and hypertension. 

The investigators excluded 
men who said they substan- 
tially decreased their drink- 
ing the past It? years, to weed 
out any who might be ab- 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD NOT RECEIVED 


staining on doctors' orders. 

Dr. Arthur Kiatsky. chief 
of the Division of Cardiology 
at the Raiser Permanente 
Medical Centre in Oakland. 
California, said the data con- 
firms earlier research from 
his group at Kaiser Per- 
manente. Its 1986 study of 

80,000 people showed that a 
few drinks a day reduced the 
risk of being hospitalised for 
heart disease by 40 per cent, 
and a 1990 study of more 
than 100,000 people showing 
that moderate drinking re- 
duced the risk of death from 


heart disease by 40 per cent. 

He said "the case is grow- 
ing stronger all of the time” 
that a few drinks a day re- 
duces the risk of heart dis- 


ease. . 

About 23 per cent of the 
men in Dr. Rimm’s study 
drank less than once a 
month, 26.4 per cent drank 
/pore than one drink a day, 
and 3.5 per cent drank more 
than three to four drinks a 
day. 

One drink is equivalent to 
a can o f beer, a 4-ounce glass 
of wine, or a shot of spirits. 


New drug research 
promises relief for 
migraine victims 




By Catherine Arnst men between the ages of 15 
Reuter and 40 suffer from migraine 

around the world. The 
LONDON — A significant National Headache Founda- 
new area of drug research is tion in Chicago says that l6 to 
about to transform the treat- 18 million Americans are , 
ment of migraine headaches migraine victim's, and as 
with the first medicine that - many as 60 per cent of these ■■ 
acts directly on the cause of do not seek any medical 
the pain. treatment for the condition. 

Medical experts said the The leading treatment now 
first of these drugs. Glaxo is Sandoz AG’s Cafergot , a 
Holdings Ltd’s Sumatriptan, combination of a drug called ~ 
should cause demand for ergotamine combined with 
migraine treatments to soar caffeine that has limited 
as patients who long thought effectiveness. Ergotamine - 
nothing would alleviate their works very broadly on the •• 
throbbing , incapacitating vascular system and carries •_ 
headaches seek medical help severe side effects ranging ^ 
for the first time. ' from nausea to angina aj^s 

The medical community even gangrene. ' 

also hopes that Sumatriptan’s .. Consequently. Cafergot -• 

success will help the under- 1 ’' sales are only about $100 5 
standing of why migraines million a year , while drug 
start , leading to the develop*. ^ industry analysts expect "/ 
ment of even more promising Sumatriptan sales to reach 
drugs that could be taken on some $1.5 billion by the mid- ]. 
a regular basis to prevent die of the decade, 
migraines occurring. "It is pretty dear that this -i. 

Some prophylactic drugs drug is far more effective 
are already under develop- than anything else available, ” 
ment, with varying signs of said Ian Smith, with Shearson 
effectiveness. But analysts Lehman Hutton in London, 
said Sumatriptan should hold “There has been a perception 

the lead for the next several among patients until now that ■_ 


years. 

"This is the most practical 
medication found yet,” said 
Dr. Ninan Mathew, director 
of the Houston Headache 
Clinic in Texas. "It is very 
site-specific , it has minimal 
side effects and about 70 per 
cent of patients treated get 
good relief. I wouldn’t hesi- 
tate to send my patients 
home with it.” 

Britain approved an inject- 


notbing works. This will 
change all that.” 

Sumatriptan ’s effectiveness 
stems from the fact that H 
works directly on the cause of 
the migraine by stimulate Ijj* 
receptorsin the nervous sys- 
tem that absorb a potent hor- 
mone called Serotonin , which 
controls constriction of blood 
vessels. 

Serotonin is one of the 
most important transmitters 


umuoi important transmitters 
able form of Sumatriptan on in the body, regulating mood; 
Aug. 13. The drug, also sleep and wakefulness, appe- 

Irnnivn SIC Iminran i»n. ^ ■ • ' r 


known as Imigran. was 
licensed in both injections 
and tablets by the Nether- 
lands in May, and applica- 
tions are currently pending 
before the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. 

Doctors are consistently 
enthusiastic about Sumatrip- 
tan because several studies 
have shown it to stop a mig- 
raine within one to two hours 
of use, without the nausea 
and vomiting that accompa- 
nies current treatments. 

Migraine is quite different 
from most common 
headaches and dries not re- 
spond well to pain-relief 
medicines alone. It is caused 
by bilating blood vessels 

around the skull and is almost 

crippling in its intensity. 

Migraine headaches usual- 
ly manifest themselves as in- 
tense throbbing pain on one 
side of the head that can last 
from two hours to three days. 
Attacks are often accompa- 
nied by vomiting, visual dis- 
turbances such as flashing 


tite, sexual behaviour, car- 
diovascular function and' 
even drag-induced hallucina- 
tory states. 

Scientists find increasingly 
that different Serotonin re- 
ceptors, designated as 5HTS r 
can be linked directly to cer- 
tain diseases. The discovery, 
had already led to a vegb 
effective antidepressant , 
Lilly And Co’s Prozac. 

Glaxo’s drug works not h£ 
killing pain but by stimulating 1 
a receptor called 5HT1-Lik#_ 
one of five subclasses of ad- 
earlier subclass of the initid 
5HT. 

Ergotamine, by amtr kdj.- 
works on all the 5HT1 retm 
tors, and that lack of specif? 
ityis what leads to tbe tife 
effects. As Illinois-base^ 
headache expert Dr. Ja$£ 
Couch said, using -Kigiop= 
mine is- like “ using a caig^ft 
to shoot to fly.” .1^ 

Researchers now hoped 
drugs which can bio 
another receptor in the 
subclass will work as i 

/ w* ^ ma & ta *mng a 


lights before the ey^TZ G d iSSSZElP** 

numbness or tingliifsensa- SSmS 

oons in the face or hands. avoidintr+hf** 1 ^*** *5?^ 

Patients have attacks with ’ occur* exceSs ^yv 
differing frequency through- when 3 u-r 

out their fives, but can go 

through periods where there dW r ®£ 

are several headaches /n a 

week. a %***' ma y also be eff 

About 15 per cent of 222^ but sdL 
womeo 
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arrives in London from Vienna 
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Q . "j Tbe Xing lift A/lenna Wednes- 

lyCJt-. -^day afternoon ending a two-day 
'•*?v r - offio^vi^to Adstiia. The King 
fv-T 1, ssan- off t»y Austrian Prea- 

' ^ ;dent Khrt Waldheim and senior 

' "Ausoifift: .officials. 

V Earner Wednesday, the King 
^attended. a special ceremony at 
r : fixe municipality of Vienna to 
mark tbe'occasion of his visit to 
„ ... Austria. Hie Kmg awarded die 
- Jordanian A1 Kawfcab Medal, of 
’The Fire* Order a? the mayor of 
.Vienna in a show of appreciation 
to th« dry's historic role. 

King Hassem said In a speech 
.■be delivered at die ceremony that 
-the medal was an expression of 
' appreciation of the city’s con- 
tribution to hom&n civilisation 
and an exjffes&kn of friendship 
and reject to the Austrian peo- 

£ v • . Tbe King said-. 

■ . “... On this particular occasion 

- to bring with me from the govem- 

?* 'V /. ■ meat and people of Jordan once 

•. * "more, .dor pride and our 
‘ ’ vr ; V'&iendshq>. It has been one that 
iQai /"has grown. over many many years 

:«od <?n the personal level Vienna 
* - r has always had a very special 

- • - * place in cmr hearts, it is true that 
jf» n - tnie frieTK&hip endures through 
I I Id- .difficnlttiraes and circumstances, 
* Hr tbefact that they do endure 

; creates a very-special bond grea- 

- ter than what would normally be 
iv’ljfe oases: ‘ J ~ " 

I had primmed myself that 
- - : when 'T was .aUe to travel to 
~...Bmope again one of the first 
stops r w31 make would be with 
f - toy friends m Austria to thank the 
5. •. .- ..Jtederri.rpTffiident, the govern- 
V meat, the people of Austria for 
'"‘ “tfee fiierKlsfHp and the warmth 
z with winch Etey surrounded ns 
during one of the most challenge 
mgperiods that we have had to 


m 


the: 


vorki 

thebe & 

0 »«&•.- 
4/ftric^ 

•lims. i ' 

creme, 

: ast 

‘ the ;-& : .‘.'C0 (Wfanhl from page 1) 

l trefflaV ^ : .^.wilL abide- by Resolution 242. 
j's Cafe • - Mr.Arafal also accused the 

o/afc- ^T&raeh^ secret service Mossad of 
coorfm" for Hie staying in 

, - 1 -^Jantiaiy^tw.oofiHsdoscslaides 
f to u- v ^ ps^ihalaf and Hayd Abdul 

j /Tbe two men were killed in 
^iDmlri^lKhere the. pLO has its 
;.^headqwa^ters -by a gunman loyal 
AtaNldal who split from the 

; \ •••• - 

j “Be^and these crimes was A^u 

- Mr. 'Arafat said. 


endure in our region and in our 
history. 

- ,r We stood for ideals and prin- 
ciples. We stood against aggres- 
sion and we stood for peaceful 
resolution to problems. We stood 
for life the lives of many and for 
diverting the resources towards 
building and constructing and 
forging a better future for man- 
kind. We stood in protection of 
the environment of our small 
universe, the home of all of us in 
. this world. We were possibly 
misunderstood by many, but 
amongst those who understood us 
and stood with us were our 
friends in Austria, and their sup- 
port in every level meant very 
much and will always be reme- 
bered by my countrymen and my 
people. 

" "We are on the threshold of 
hopefully a new phase in the life 
of our region and the world. We 
are optimistic, enthusiastic and 
determined to contribute our 
utmost for the fulfillment of a 
dream and the attainment of a 
goal, which is that of an honour- 
able, just and lasting peace for 
our people, for all the people in 
the region and for future genera- 
tions." . 

Tbe mayor of Vienna wel- 
comed Xing Hussein on behalf of 
the dty's residents and lauded 
Jordanian- Austrian relations. He 
expressed pride in the King and 
said awarding of the medal to 
Vienna embodied that the 
strength of friendship between 
Amman and Vienna. 

He stressed the need to en- 
hance bilateral relations for the 
interest of both the Jordanian and 
Austrian peoples. • 

The ceremony was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour and senior Au- 
strian officials. 


PLO team in Cairo for talks 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP). led 
by George Kabash, also conde- 
mned the PLO leadership for 
which it called its conditional 
acceptance of the American plan. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Wednesday he be- 
lieved tbe peace conference could 
go forward without Palestinians. 

Asked by Israel Radio whether 
he thought the proposed confer- 
ence would go ahead without the 
Palestinians. Mr. Shamir said: 
“From our viewpoint, yes.” 

Mr. . Shamir, speaking from 
Bulgaria where he is on a visit, 
said: “According to everything 
we are hearing their (the Palesti- 
nians’) positrons are hardening 
but it depends on them." 
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Sharon details settlement plans 

i' >.-r ? " 


.-y-.r : , j 

; Graamarira of JorisK. 


I) 


irks. £: 
hat’ * 


the fes’ - 
(yon*/- 
e fy ■ 
the & . . 
jwfraf* 
Sen*/ 

i is 
■tart 

repfc-,': 
-afcfi* ■ 
I id*? 
ft f 


^ ^>vernment 
said ^OiOO() 'dQgaiiis bad been 
tfcdarcd f'state land" in the past 
Hanan Rnbin. a 
Spokcsni^ for the nrilitary gov- 
emnreutm ; the ocaipied tenritor- 

. ^^sE^Jtarael now controlled 
^bboc>4Q^)er cent Of the land in 
v the "West-Baak aid Gaza. 

- A1 504, 12Q dunums, 

. of &78 per ceflt of tbe total land 

■ - area ra^fee occupied ^^tetritories, 

were seized between January 
“ anf Jmre 1991. 

■> ^ c Of;thtee, 418,642 dunums, or 

■ v7^,peccBnr of tire land area, 
- were %-tjtjaifc; between, January 

, 5590 aad.JuDe 1991, tire report 

.- ft swhthe main method was to 


target non-regjstered Palestinian 
land, declare it “state land ” add 
then use it to build Jewish settle- 
ments. 

About two-thirds of Palestinian 
land is not registered because tbe 
registration process begun by the 
Jordanian government was sus- 
pended after Israel occupied the 
territories in the 1967 war, A1 
Haq said. 

“Since then, Israel has pre- 
vented tbe vast majority of the 
Palestinians from registering their 
land," said A1 Haq researcher 
Frances Hasso, who compiled the 
report. 

Anodic r method is to confis-^ 
cate land for public purposes, 
“which usually means tire con- 
struction of settlements or roads 
serving settlements,” the Al Haq 
report said. 


Republics tel! Gorbachev central government is finished 


By Bryan Brumkey 

77ie Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Prc.siilenf Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev told legislators he 
returned from three days of 
house arrest to find a different 
country. Then be found out how 
different as republic leaders told 
him Monday that his central gov- 
ern ment had “committed 
suicide. " 

Leaders of the J5 Soviet repub- 
lics. especially Russian Federa- 
tion President Boris N. Yeltsin, 
have taken power into their own 
hands. 

But with that power will come 
many of the same problems that 
stymied Mr. Gorbachev in his 
efforts to simultaneously reform 
and preserve the country. The 
economy is shackled by 74 years 
of central control and the nation 
is still learning (he basics of 


democracy. 

Mr. Gorbachev resigned Satur- 
day as head of the Communist * 
Party, shattering its power, and 
on Monday proposed putting his 
fate in the hands of the people by 
holding the country's first popu- 
lar national presidential- elec- 
tions. 

But moments after he spoke in 
the Supreme Soviet legislature, 
speakers from three of the four 
largest Soviet republics — Rus- 
sia. the Ukraine and Kazakhstan 
— rose to say they were taking 
matters into their own hands. 

And the president of Uzbekis- 
tan — the third- most-populous 
republic — ordered his legislature 
to prepare a law or independ- 
ence. 

“We all think differently to- 
day... It s lime to stop running 
after the time that is gone." said 
Kazakhstan President Nursultan 


Nazarbayev, who after Mr. Yelt- 
sin is the most respected among 
the republic leaders. 

Mr. Nazarbayev and other re- 
public leaders sketched out steps 
they are taking to seize control of 
centrally owned enterprises, and 
in many cases to turn them over 
to private control. 

The Supreme Soviet voted 
overwhelmingly to convene its 
parent body, the Congress of 
People’s Deputies, next Monday - 
It invited republic leaders to de- 
bate the future of the nation and 
weigh proposals to liquidate the 
central government. 

“Neither Mr. Gorbachev nor 
central authorities are capable of 
defending the interests of the 
peoples of the USSR." said Yuri 
Shcherbak of the Ukraine. 

“The Supreme Soviet has 
failed to understand that the 


whole of the centre has complete- 
ly outlived itself. It is dead. It 
commirteed suicide," said Arme- 
nian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosian.” 

Mr. Nazarbayev said Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s proposed union treaty to 
preserve the Soviet Union should 
be drastically revised. He said 
there should be no central cabinet 
of ministers or parliament, that 
the republics should have their 
own foreign ministries and milit- 
ary forces, and that the central 
army should limit itself to border 
defence. 

The country, he said, should be 
run by a ‘ transitional inter- 
republican economic council'* to 
forge not a political federation 
but an economic market. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s aide Ruslan 
Khasbulatov called For decollec- 
tivsation of land, transfer of fac- 


tories and businesses first to re- 
public and tlu;n to private own- 
ership, and sharp cuts in spending 
by the military and KGB. 

The Russian president would 
act “without hesitation to dis- 
miss" elected and appointed offi- 
cials in the Russian Federation 
who “stained themselves through 
links with the junta," said Mr. 
Khasbulatov, 

Mr. Yeltsin did not appear in 
the Soviet legislature, letting Mr. 
Khasbulatov speak in his place. 
But his authority was dear both 
in Moscow and around the world. 

“Yeltsin is moTe president of 
the Soviet Union than Gor- 
bachev." said Latvian lawmaker 
Nick Neilands. predicting that the 
Soviet congress would follow Mr. 
Yeltsin's lead in recognising the 
Baltic independence. 

In Washington. U.S. Deputy 


Secretary of Slate Lawrence Eag- 
le burger was asked who was in 
charge of the Soviet Union. “It’s 
a tough one to answer, but to the 
degree that we can figure it out 
it's Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gor- 
bachev." He replied “yes" when 
asked whether the power flowed 
in that order. 

As the shock of the past week's 
tumult wears off." Mr. Yeltsin 
and other republic leaders will 
face virtually the same problems 
Mr.Gorbachev has been grap- 
pling with for the past six years. 

. “We should remain sober,” 
said Moscow Mayor Gavriil 
Popov, addressing a public funer- 
al on Saturday for three young 
men slain resisting the coup. 

“The shelves are still empty. 
We have little meat and not 
enough apartments." he said. 
“But everything is ours.” 1 


Lebanese fears becoming casualty 
of tighter German asylum laws 


By Richard Murphy 
Reuter 

BONN — Lebanese cook Ahmed 
Salman fears tighter German asy- 
lum rules could cost him his life. 

The 39-year-old fled to Ger- 
many with his wife and JO chil- 
dren in 1989 after being 
threatened by members of the 
radical Muslim group Hizbullah 
(Party of GodJ. 

After two years of anxious 
waiting, during which is family 
has lived in a single room, his 
application for political asylum in 
a town near the Dutch border has 
been turned down. 

Unless he can convince the 
authorities nn appeal (hat his life 
is in danger, he will be expelled. 

“If this decision remains in 
force it will be a catastrophe for 
this man.” says Simon, a Palesti- 
nian restaurant owner who has 
befriended Mr. Salman. “It 
would mean sending him to his 
doom.” 

Had Mr. Salman come to Ger- 
many a year earlier, his future 
would be rosier. 

The German government, an- 
xious lo stem a never-ending tide 
of foreigners seeking asylum 
under its liberal laws, has agreed 
that Lebanese. Iranians, Palesti- 
nians and Sri Lankan Tamils who 
arrived before December 31. 
1988 can stay for humanitarian 
reasons, even if they are not 
granted asylum. 

Those like Mr. Salman who 
came later have no such protec- 
tion. 

Traditionally, many of Ger- 
many's federal states allowed re- 
fugees to stay even after asylum 
petitions were rejected if they 
came from countries hit by civil 
war or with a poor human rights 
record. 

A revised asylum law that took 
effect on July 4 stripped them of 
their power unilaterally to block 
deportations of rejected asylum- 
seekers. 

Now state governments need 
the Bonn interior minister’s 
approval to keep rejected 
asylum-seekers. 

The government, alarmed by a 
jump in the number of applica- 
tions for asylum to 112,828 in the 
first seven months of 1991, has 
made it dear it wants to see 
foreigners who do not meet its 
asylum criteria deported. 

The 1988 cut-off point seems 
particularly cruel to Mr. Salman, 
who says he stayed in Lebanon as 


long as he could. 

“1 can't understand why these 
people who came in 1988 can 
simply stay and I can't." he told 
Reuters, speaking through an in- 
terpreter. 

“There has been war in Leba- 
non for 16 years. 1 stayed there 
for 14 years even though i( was 
very dangerous. When l saw this 
cannot go bn. that (here was a 
real danger, that's when I fled.” 

Critics accuse Bonn of wanting 
to get rid of mainly Third World 
refugees, who face growing hos- 
tility as united Germany concen- 
trates on rebuilding its run-down 
east and finding work for ethnic 
German immigrants from East- 
ern Europe. 

Amnesty International says up 
to 100,000 foreigners face expul- 
sion under the new rules. The 
government puts the figure at 
13.WJ0. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl says 
the get-tough policy is aimed only 
at economic migrants and insists 
Germany will always remain 
open for people faring genuine 
persecution. 

“For us Germans, after the 
experience of German history, it 
is very important that the actual 
right of asylum is sacred.” he said 
this month. 

Bonn's 1949 constitution in- 
cludes a unique provision guaran- 
teeing asylum to anyone who 
faces political persecution, which 
was partly a product of the coun- 
try’s sense of guilt for the crimes 
of tbe Nazis. 

Mr. Kohl added: “Anyone 
persecuted in his country for reli- 
gious, political, racial or compa- 
rable reasons must be able to find 
a home here.” 

A home in Germany is all Mr. 
Salman wants. 


Back off, Gorbachev warns Yeltsin 


“All I wont is a place where I j 
can live in peace with my family, j 
a place to spend the night in 
peace," he said. 

He prefers not to give details of 
his difficulties with Hizbollah but 
is in no doubt that his life would 
be in danger in Lebanon. 

“He was persecuted by Hizbol- 
lah.” Mr. Simon said. “This is not 
a democratic world where you 
say, ‘this is my opinion. It’s not 
like that. You are eliminated.” 

Mr. Salman’s hopes of being 
able to return one day to a 
peaceful Lebanon were dashed 
when he learned that his house 
had been destroyed in an Israeli 
air raid two months ago. 

‘■The house was his only hope. 

If ht knew that nothing would 
happen to him. he would have 
gone back tomorrow," Mr. 
Simon says.. 

“Now he has nowhere to go. 
He doesn't speak German, every- 
thing is alien to him here, the 
wea titer, the language." 

Mr Simon has written to the 
authorities saying he is keen to 
employ Mr. Salman as a cook. He 
is also paying a lawyer to conduct 
tbe appeal against the expulsion 
order. 

“He doesn’t want social secur- 
ity. He doesn't want to be a 
burden for Germany," Mr. ' 
Simon says. “The man wants to 
work.” 

Mr. Salman's appeal against 
the decision to expel him should 
be derided within six months. If it 
fails, he will be expelled. 

Puffing anxiously on a 
cigarette, he prefers not to con- 
template that possibility. 

"Something must be done. I 
definitely will not gp. The day- 
before they expel me I will flee. 
I’ll go underground.” 


(Continued from page I) 

changes in the armed forces’ com- 
mand structure. 

A joint Soviet- Russian delega- 
tion flew to Kiev Wednesday to 
try to defuse Ukrainian alarm 
over Mr. Yeltsin’s announcement 
that Russia reserved the right to 
contest borders with any republic 
that quit the Soviet Union. 

Despite a flurry of independ- 
ence declarations since the col- 
lapse of the coup attempt — by 
Estonia, Latvia, the Ukraine. 
Byelorussia and Moldova — Mr. 
Yeltsin himself spoke in defence 
of tbe union. 

“Republics are declaring inde- 
pendence, but this does not mean 
that the idea of the union is 
dead,” he told an audience of 
Russian emigres. 

Tne spread of Russian power 
into Soviet institutions continued 
with publication of an order from 
Mr. Yeiisin cl aiming the right to 
veto foreign exchange transac- 
tions. 

The composition of the new 
interim administration, headed 
by Russian Prime Minister Ivan 
Silayev, confirmed the growing 
influence of the giant Russian 
Republic, home of 150 million of 
the Soviet Union's 285 million 
people. 

Mr. Silayev, who is effectively 
acting Soviet prime minister, will 
oversee the ministries of finance . 
defence, internal and foreign 
affairs, the KGB, the media and 
national resources. 

Another of Mr. Yeltsin’s men. 
Yuri Luzhkov, deputy mayor of 
Moscow, is responsible for agri- 
culture, trade and serial affairs. 

Radical economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky is charged with draw- 
ing up an overall strategy for 
market reform. 

Former Gorbachev aide 
Arkady Volsky, the fourth mem- 


ber of the governing committee, 
takes charge of industry, con- 
struction, transport and com- 
munications. 

Of the 21 ordinary members of 
tbe committee, three were given 
specific responsibilities and two 
of them are Russians. 

A Russian deputy prime minis- 
ter, Ivan Gavrilov, will oversee 
energy — the Soviet Union is the 
world's biggest oil producer — 
and another, Yevgeny Saburov, 
overall economic questions - 

An official from Kazakhstan. 
A. Bektemisov, is put in charge 
of industrial supplies. 

The other officials were given 
no specific portfolios. They in- 
clude ministers or senior officials 
from all the republics, despite the 
fact that eight of the 15 have 
declared independence or have 
plans to move that way. 

The three Baltic republics, 
whose independence has already 
been recognised by about 30 
countries, are represented on the 
committee by observers, accord- 
ing to the official announcement. 

Mr. Yeltsin has recognised the 
independence of the Baltic states: 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 
But he has strong reservations 
about the Ukrainian move, which 
is subject to a referendum. 

Mr. Yeltsin's statement Mon- 
day about challenging borders 
stirred historic suspicions of 
"Russian chauvinism” in the 
Ukraine, a powerful republic of 
50 million people. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman made 
dear Russia was concerned about 
two areas of the Ukraine popu- 
lated mostly by Russians — the 
Donbass in the southeast and the 
Crimea — and about northern 
Kazakhstan. 

"Relations with Russia are be- 
coming more and more complex 
as a result of Mr. Yeltsin’s state- 
ment,” said an official in the 
Ukrainian administration. 


Speaking on condition he not 
be identified, the official said: 
"Of course we’re not interested 
ro tensions, but the Russians can’t 
expect a positive response from 
us.” 

"This may be an attempt to 
exert pressure on the people be- 
fore the referendum." 

Demonstrators shouting "No 
to the imperial centre” and "In- 
dependence for the Ukraine” met 
the joint delegation from Mos- 
cow, which included Russian 
Vice-President Alexander Ruts- 
koi and Leningrad Mayor Anato- 
ly Sobchak. 

In the crackdown on the KGB, 
a presidential spokesman said, its 
deputy chief Viktor Grushkov 
was arrested and the Moscow dty 
chief. General Vitaly Prilukov. 
was sacked. 

Mr. Gorbachev also ordered 
the transfer of hundreds of 
thousands of KGB troops con- 
trolled by the governing body, 
the Collegium, to the Defence 
Ministry. 

The KGB played a major role 
in the coup against Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

Tbe dissolution of the Col- 
legium effectively removes the 
nerve centre of one of the most 
powerful state institutions. 

All KGB departments, from 
foreign espionage to domestic 
security, now report directly to 
the new. liberal KGB chief, 
Vadim Bakatin. 

President Gorbachev earlier 
Wednesday telephoned Mr. She- 
vardnadze, who bad been Ins 
foreign minister for five years 
until he announced his resigna- 
tion last December. 

Mr. Pankin served 1953-65 as 
deputy and then chief editor of 
Komsomolskaya Pravda. the 
newspaper of the Young Cbm- 
munist League, and as chairman 
of the Soviet Copyright Agency 
1973-82. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/YS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 



PACKING, AK FREKJH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

Yi Tri 604676 604696 

P.O.BOX 7806 mgr 

AMMAN 



r Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sate - furnished or unfur-f 
rdshed. 

| a Also many lots of land are| 
available for sate. 

For further details, ptoase 
1 call 

bdovn Real! 


|TeL HBOS' 



it'.- : 




• The first* best 
-Chinese Restaurant 
. tn Jordan 

IstGrde, Jaba! Amman, near 
■ ' Ahtij/yah Girls School 

Oped daily 12:00-3:30 

— - p.m. 

- 7d30 - Midnight 

; TmC$28S88 


1^£/C1NC - V^EiTilUKANT 



(fyo rdq. jKUg /^/ 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfume$,!ighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
.crystalware etc. 

Shmeisaru - Griruflays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 6 69 457 


' CHEN’S . N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo - 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our strop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 
she 30% iargor 

• Prom mnlarpo- 
mmot 20 x 30 


Shmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823991 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


The 

Russian 

Tuv jJiohs aJov m 5:j0 and 8:30 sn 
TUI A! .Ah ■ the I nnvraiy 
Hoapual bnJfir 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


SUDed Chinese Chefs 

| Open I 2 . 30 - 3 ;JQ X 6 :U»-IIJ 0 ,iaily| 


Wadi S aura Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

|TaL 66*922. AmMn] ^ > y 

(net fated 
H . Nmgs uvtd 




The First Class Hotel th 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
roomJ 


IIAIMITEL 

lLe2«HH= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P .O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


1/ 




Thefcgmcyflahce Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 












Despite coup tension, Soviets 
lead at World Championships 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The 
Soviet team has shaken off the 
affects of political turmoil at 
home to take a commanding lead 
in- the medals race halfway 
through the 3rd World Athletics 
Championships. 

The Soviet performance not 
only appeared unaffected by the 
coup that foiled last week, it also 
dispelled doubts stemming from 
the team's mediocre showing at 
the 1990 European Cham- 
pionships in Split, Yugoslavia, 
that domestic problems had crip- 
pled the Soviets as a track power. 

At this tournament, 14 medals 
in four days — including four 
golds — have given the Soviet 
Union a five-medal lead over the 
second-place United States. The 
Soviets have twice as many med- 
als as the unifi ed German team. 

‘•Our athletes have been able 
to train properly this year despite 
many problems. This proves their 
dedication to the sport and their' 
professional approach,” -said for- 
mer Soviet star Igor Ter- 
Ovanesyan, now chairman of the 
National athletics federation. 

A mix of veterans and newer 
stars has contributed to the 
team's success at the cham- 
pionships. 

At 36, Yuri Sedykh was one of 
the oldest competitors. But the 
world record-holder and Olympic 
champion was still No. 1 in the 


hammer throw, which he domin- 
ated with 81.70 metres for the 
Soviet team's only men’s gold so 
far. 

The women provided a gold on 
opening day in the walk and two 
big golds with -their middle dis- 
tance runners. 

Alina Ivanova, at 22 a rising 
star in the event, had a strong 
finish to take the 10-kilometre 
walk in 42 minutes, .57 seconds 
Saturday. 

Lilia Nurutdinova upset heavy 
favourite Ana Quirot of Cuba for 
a gold in the 800 metres with 
1:57.50 and two-time world and 
Olympic champion Tatyana 
Dorovsklkh. formerly 
Samolenko. won the 3,000. 

Making a comeback after mar- 
rying and having a child, the 
30- year-old Dorovskikh led a 1-2 
Soviet placing in the event with 
8:35.82. 

Some of the team's big guns are 
yet to perform, including star 
pole vaulter Sergei Bubka, giving 
the Soviet Union a good chance 
of leading the medals table 
throughout the championships. 

In Rome four years ago, the 
east Germans led in golds with 
10, followed by the United States 
with 9. The Soviet team was only 
third with 7. 

Overall, the east Germans had 
31 medals to 25 for the Soviet 
Union and 20 for the United 


States. 

In Tuesday's finals, Katrin 
Krabbe broke Jamaican Meriene 
Ottey’s streak of 56 wins for the 
women’s 100 metres for the first 
of the three German golds in the 
day. Krabbe had 10.99, with 
American Gwen Torrence second 
at 11JD3 and Ottey third 11.06. 

Marie-Josee Perec of France 
won Che women’s 400 metres in 
49.13” seconds, fastest in the 
world this year, and Sabine 
Braun of Germany topped the 
heptathlon with 6,672 points. 

The four men’s golds went to 
American Michael Johnson, 
20.01 in the 200, to Samuel Ma- 
tete of Zambia, 47.64 in the 400 
metres hurdles, Billi Koncbellah 
of Kenya 1:43.99 in the 800. and 
Lasr Riedel of Germany, 66.20 
metres in the discus. 

No respite for Lewis, 
Ottey on rest day 

Meanwhile there was no respite 
for Carl Lewis and Meriene Ottey 
Wednesday’s rest day at the 
World Athletics Championships 
as they braced themselves for the 
dates with destiny ahead. 

For Lewis, athletics immortal- 
ity beckoned with the prospect of 
breaking Bob Beamon's 23-year- 
old longjump world record. 

For Ottey. there was contem- 
plation of a more sobering land 
— how to win that elusive gold 


medal at last. 

Lewis reached the pinnacle of 
what had previously seemed to be 
a fading career with his stunning 
world record in Sunday’s 100 
metres final, highlight of die first 
half of the championships and by 
common consent the greatest 
race ever run. 

The American goes into Thurs- 
day’s long jump qualifiers with 
his confidence at an all-time high 
and his sights on finally beating 
Beamon’s 8.90-metre “leap into 
the 21st century" world record in 
Friday's final. 

Lewis refuses to discuss world 
records but close associates said 
beating Beamon's mark, set at 
altitude in the 1968 Mexico 
Olympics, would be the crowning 
point of his already extraordinary 
list of achievements. 

Conditions look promising. 
The newly developed surface at 
Tokyo's National Stadium was 
proved to be super-fast in the 100 
metres final when Lewis clocked 
9.86 seconds and the first six set 
personal bests. All within 9.96 
seconds. - 

Lewis, as great a competitor as 
he is an athlete, could be pushed 
too by compatriot Mike Powell, 
whose 8.63-metre jump in June's 
U.S. National Championships 
prompted the reigning Olympic 
and world champion to an 8. 64- 
metre last effort. 


Connors beats McEnroe in 5-set battle 


NEW YORK ( AP) — The legen- 
dary duels of Connors and McEn- 
roe took 2 dramatic, wild turn at 
the U.S. Open before a roaring 
crowd whose hero wouldn't quit. 

Five-time champion Jimmy 
Conrors, who played so many 
memorable matches against John 
McEnroe, thrilled fans with one 
of his greatest comebacks to beat 
young Patrick McEnroe 4-6, 6-7 
(4-7), 6-4, 6-2. 6-4 after 4 hours, 
20 minutes at 1:55 a.m. Wednes- 
day. 

Connors, who turns 39 next 
Monday, shed years as the match 
wore on. leaping and lunging in 
the fifth set on adrenaline and 
sheer inspiration after limping 
through pan of the first two sets. 

So amazed were the thousands 
of fans at Connors' gutsy, relent- 
less play, that they paid’ homage 
to him with deep bows, aims 
raised over their heads, after each 
game he won in the final set — 
king Jimmy, ruler of the Stadium 
Court. 

Few moments in U.S. Open 
history have matched the excite- 
ment of Connors’ comeback from 
three break -j in the la*:* 
game to win on his third match 
point — a service winner againt a 
courageous opponent. 

“Whenever you play a McEn- 
roe it’s a big occasion, v.hether 
I’m playing John, Patrick 
John's son Kevin," Connors said. 
“I bung in their and dug it out. 

It was the first time that Con- 
nors and little Mac played, and 
they produced excitement that 
recalled the spirit, if not the 
brilliance, of the previous genera- 
tion of Conno re-McEnroe match- 
es. 

“It’s totally into a real battle,” 
Connors said to fans as he paused 
to wipe his face and racket early 


in the fourth set. 

Moments later, he leaped in 
the air and double-pumped his 
racket as if it were a sword 
whacking a backhand winner. 

By the fifth set, the battle had 
grown so fierce and Connors so 
strong that his every winner pro- 
voked frenzied shouts from the 
thousands of fans who stayed to 
watch it all. 

This was no match of soft- 
touch volleys. Connors and 
McEnroe slugged with all their 
strength from start to finish. 

Connors got into a verbal bat- 
tle with the chair umpire. Dana 
Loconto, in the third game of the 
fourth set after an ace by McEn- 
roe gave him the advantage. 
Television replays showed the 
ball clearly was out. and Connors 
stormed over to Loconto scream- 
ing for the referee. 

“You're out, you’re out,” bel- 
lowed Connors, who had com- 
plained earlier about a lack of 
calls on several of McEnroe’s 
aces. But the referee never came 
out. 

Connors brought himself under 
control and returned to the base- 
line while the crowd stood and 
jeered the umpire. McEnroe 
waited patiently, but then served 
amid the boos and won the game 
to go up 2-1 when Connors muf- 
fed an overhead into the net. 

McEnroe, 4 years old when 
Connors played the first of his 21 
U.S. Opens in 1970, got no re- 
spect and no support from his 
fellow New Yorkers. Connors, a 
five-times open champion, had 
the crowd on his side from the 
moment it packed the stadium. 
Right to the end, when only 
about a third of die seats re- 
mained filled, the crowd roared 
for Connors. 


Connors and John McEnroe 
played some of the longest and 
most marvelous matches of the 
1980s — five-setters that McEn- 
roe won here in the 1980 and 1984 
semifinals; another five-setter 
that Connors won in the 1982 
Wimbledon final. 

The Connors-McEnroe 
marathon Tuesday night and 
Wednesday morning ended more 
than 14 hours of extraordinary 
tennis that included another bru- 
tally long five-set grind by Ivan 
Lendl, this one under a savage 
sun. 

Lendl is the Charles Darwin of 
tennis, the true believer in surviv- 
al of the fittest. Nothing pleases 
him more than to see an oppo- 
nent melt in the heat or stagger to 
the finish, especially if the oppo- 
nent is younger. 

For Lendl, 31, it is proof that 
age has nothing to do with 
strength or stamina, that all tbe- 
nriles be runs and all the weights 
be lifts are worth the effort. 

Lendl survived Tuesday as he 
has in the past, coming back from 
two sets down and two mar ch 
points from defeat in the first 
round to beat bard-serving, net- 
charging 19-year-old Richard 
Krajicek 3-6, 2-6. 64, 7-6 (7-5). 
64). 

When the sun was its hottest in 
that final set, when Krajicek was 
wobbling on tired legs, bis shots 
having lost their power and his 
tongue hanging out like a dog's, 
Lendl looked fresh enough under 
his white desert cap to play 
another match and dies perhaps 
a round of golf. 

Three times the U.S. Open 
champion, five times the runner- 
up, Lendl didn't so much over- 
power Krajicek in the last set as 
simply outlast him. 



Jimmy Connors 

“I thought he was actually 
going to foil down at that stage,” 
Lendl said after the 3 Vi-hour 
affair. 

Lendl wasn't the only high 
men’s seed to encounter trouble, 
although none suffered the fate of 
first-day loser Andre Agassi. No. 
2 Stefan Edberg beat Bryan Shel- 
ton 64. 2-6, 7-6 (74), 6-1; No. 3 
Michael Stich beat Jacco Eltingh 
7-6 (7-5), 6-1, 6-0, and No. 9 
Scrgi Bruguera edged Tomas 
Carbonell >6, 4-6, 6-3. 7-6 (7-3), 

6- 3. 

Two other seeds won in 
straight sets, but not without 
some difficult moments. No. 1 
Boris Becker beat Martin Jaite 

7- 6 (7-3), 64, 6-3 while Jim 
Courier, No. 4, had an easier 
tune beating Nkklas Kulti 6-3, 
64, 64. 

hi Womenfs matches, No. 4 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario beat 
Katia Pfccolini 64), 6-1; No. 5 
Mary Joe Fernandez beat Larisa 
Savchenko 6-3, 6-3; No. 6 Marti- 
na Navratilova beat Patricia 
Tarabini 6-2, 6-2; and No. 9 Jana 
Novotna beat Aon Grossman 6-3, 
4-6, 6-1. 
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Jordan beats Taiwan 76-73 
in basketball championships 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan defeated Taiwan 76-73 Wednesday in 
the quarterfinals of the men’s Asian Basketball Championship 
currently being held in Japan. 

His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi, president of the Jordanian 
Basketball Federation (JBF) expr e s s ed his pride in the Jordanian 
national team’s results in the championship, in a cable he sent to 
the vice-president of the Jordanian Federation, Prince Ghazi 
expressed his wishes that the team would reach the finals. 

Minister of Youth Saleh Irsheidat Wednesday telephoned head 
of the Jordanian delegation to Japan, Abdullah Kiswani, and 
congratulated him and the team members over their victory. Dr. 
Irsheidat conveyed to Mr. Kiswani the greetings of the Jordanian* 
youth to the Jordanian team. 

Dr. Irsheidat, who earlier sent a congratulatory cable to the 
team urged them to do their utmost to win in the remaining 
matches in order to win a place for Jordan in the Olympic Games. 


Unity Games to end 
South Africa’s isolation 


TOKYO (AP) — An athletics 
meet called the “African Unity 
Games” will end South Africa's 
isolation from athletics in Octo- 
ber, the head of the sport's world 
governing body said Wednesday. 

But Prano Nebiolo, president 
of the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation, (AAF), de- 
clined to predict whether South 
African athletes would Be in the 
Olympics in Barcelona next sum- 
mer. 

He reiterated that the federa- 
tion had done everything it could 
to bring them into the current 
World Championships in Tokyo, 
and said it would continue to 
push for South Africans to be 
allowed to compete international- 
ly- 

The newly racially unified 
South African track body turned 
down its invitation to Tokyo, 
saying many more things had to 
change at home before the fed- 
eration could be fully operational 
and the athlete could be allowed 
to compete abroad. 

Nebiolo said the Unity Games 
— only for African and South 
African athletes — are scheduled 


on Oct. 5 in Dakar, Senegal, and 
Oct. 1 1-12 in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, after the African 
Games in Cairo. 

They are being organised ‘in 
the hope of seeking a positive 
solution to the problem of South 
Africa’s isolation from the inter- 
national athletics scene,” be said 
at a news conference. 

Nebiolo said he would travel to 
Africa to officially open the 
games, being organised in con- 
sultation with leaders of African 
track and field. 

In May, the IAAF gave the 
Sooth African Amateur Athletic 
Association (SAAAA) provision- 
al membership that limited it to 
competition in Africa and against 
Africans. 

Nebiolo said the IAAF hoped 
the staging of the unity games 
“will reinforce the position of the 
South African athletes while at 
the same time underlining the 
fact that recognition of the 
SAAAA and the eventual parti- 
cipation of South African athletes 
outside die African continent can 
only, be granted by the IAAF 
congress.” 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 30, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have a great chance to get you very 
foundation and structure of your 
life on a much better basis now by 
carefully analysing whatever you 
now have there in & replacing 
what isn’t satis factor. 

ARIES: (March 21- to April 19) 
You find that those in executive 
positions have so many pressures 
they are apt to be short and un- 
pleasant with those about so don’t 
aggravate them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your need ideas are all right at the 
correct moment for putting them in 
effect which this is not so be sure to 
postpone definite action until a 
better time. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Think out a course of action that 
can gain you the good will of all 
experts in their fields and then get 
you payments well attended to. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you are able to show 
partners that you have their wel- 
fare and best interest at heart so do 
so without any of the usual chit- 
chat. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You 
have so many projects to do and 
this is the time to be so occupied 
with your chores that you don’t 
have the time to get involved in 
problems. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out to actually 
show you think about the best way 
to please companions so you help 
relieve them of their worries that 
they have. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever your family now 
expects of you can be a source of 
irritation to you but you would be 


wise to do it in any event and get it 
in back of you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have the desire to 
force some issue with a usual com- 
panion but if you do fail id recog- 
nise the need for that person to 
have relief from anxiety. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever makes 
you pleased and delighted with 
others can bring you some advan- 
tage that does necessitate continui- 
ty on your part to make it effective. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you have to make 
sure you do not try to work angles 
on others for they will be up to 
‘ what you have in mind and may try 
to block you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are able to find that 
private answer for which you have 
been searching if you slop spread- 
ing your forces and look dose to 
you for its just beneath your 
glance. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Tell those who are dose to you 
that you do feel its up to you to 
work on your own personal goals 
rather than let them do the work 
on their own. 

Today’s cfaBd: If your child were 
born today she or be exhibits a 
very earthy quality and at times' 
appears to be quite cold. Actually, 
this child is imbued with all kinds 
of ideas for pioneering in new lines 
of activity that they have an innate 
impatience with obstacles, seeming 
to be less understanding than they 
actually are. 

"Tbe stars impel, they do not 
compel . " What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
£1901 Trfcuna MM* 3«Wn. me 


THE ART OF THE NON-FINESSE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ J 8 

7AKJ73 
•: 5 32 

* A K 7 

WEST EAST 

♦ K 1073 *96542 

T 9 6 '? 8 

0 K 8 10 9 7 4 

* J 10 9 8 6 * Q 3 2 

SOUTH 
4 A Q 

/ Q 10 5 4 2 
A Q J 6 
*54 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 T Pass 3 « Pass 

3 •: Pass 3 C Pass 

3 * Pass 4 * Pass 

4 ■> Pass 6 %■' Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

Putting a finesse in front of some 
declarers is like waving a red rag at a 
bull— it invites trouble. The experi- 
enced declarer first seeks for other 
means to fulfill the contract. 

North has a band that’s difficult 
to bid after partner's one-heart 
opening. We approve of the derision 
to jump shift and then support 
hearts— any other action could 
leave South worried about the quali- 
ty of the trump suit. A cue-bidding 


sequence led to an excellent slam. 

When this hand was played, de- 
clarer realized that if the diamond 
finesse won, or if the suit split even- 
ly. the contract was cold and the 
spade finesse would be unnecessary. 
So South woe the first trick in dum- 
my. drew two rounds of trumps and 
took the diamond finesse. That lost 
and another club was played. De- 
clarer won and tried to run the dia- 
monds. When that failed, declarer 
ruffed a diamond and fell back on 
the spade finesse. Tbe combined 
chances of this fine were about 85 
percent, but the slam went down. 

i here is an alternate line with a 
sligbl additional chance. Declarer 
should win the opening lead, cash 
one high trump and the king of 
clubs, then ruff a club. Next, declar- 
er should cash the ace of diamonds! 

After returning to dummy with a 
trump, in the process drawing the 
last enemy fang, declarer leads a 
diamond toward his band. If East 
has the king, declarer will eventually 
set up a diamond for a spade dis- 
card. If West has the king, declarer 
gains when the cards lie as in tbe 
diagram. After winning tbe king of 
diamonds. West is endplayed. The 
defender must either concede a ruff- 
sluff or else lead a spade into declar- 
er’s major tenace. Either way, the 
slam roils home. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST 29, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer , Carroll Righter Foundation 

AWES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 22) 


You certainly have every sort of 
interest in some new arrangements 
but they need far more preparation 
than you wish to give them but 
wait. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Making a point to seek out sugges- 
tions from experts in credit or 
emotional matters brings you some 
highly satisfactory way to get 
ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you want to do that 
requires some additional rapport 
with a partner requires you sit 
down and talk out the overall plan 
you have. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find you have 
every sort of interest in bringing to 
light the various and varied means 
by which you can be more effective 
in doing ’your project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you are able to gain a better 
awareness of what those you like 
expect of you but take no chances 
with them or you lose tbe good will 
buQt up. 

VIRGO: {August 22 to September 
22) Your interest in eliminating 
any cause of friction at home may 
make you act in an unwise or 
over-hasty fashion so quietly assess 
how your family feels and please 
them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


you do have the good will ail 
about by giving them compfimeats , 
and showing them you are proud u> ' 
be with them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You find you have aH kinds 
of expenses and that you' seed 
more money to attend to tbembut 
don’t act hastily or it will cost you 
more than you think. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the time for ■ 
you to make sure that you do find 
the many problems facing you and 
look into them with care and an 
objective stand-point. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get out of the Bine- 
light and put yourself in an 
obscure. Position where you can 
watch what is going an about yon 
and study what can be done. _ 
AQUARIUS: (January 22 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your desire for more of -this 
world’s pleasures with good friends 
requires that you first show' them 
your affection and devotion before 
getting it from them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are the one who needs to 
be sure you do what anyone in high . 
office asks of you so make a point 
to show you are the one who does 
follow rules. 

•’The stats impel, they do not 
compel L " What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


Stone for February: Amethyst. 


woric Resources- Dapn> a Co. Inc. 
Jeweta'v Gen:. 


Amman- Pwj Cm Janeiro 
Amman- «nrj Hew- fth eoe 



I'll vouch for the salesperson's comment that it's an 
Italian original. Tony jhe_ junkman's horse 
wears one just like it." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Las 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled lertera to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer . 1 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

jumbles: CHAMP OCCUR QUEASY MARLIN 

Answer What a "human worm" deserves to do 

■ SQUIRM 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 

1 AZ Indian 
5 Scuffle 

■OSpaied liquid 

14 Verve 

15 Entrapment 

16 Colliery 

17 Debut 

20 Aesopian racer 

21 Pantry 

22 — Boteyn 

23 Struck da style 

24 Points ol view 
27 Potent 

31 Poem division 

32 Care lor 

33 Sentimental 
drive* 

3* Rare — 

35 Hat 

36 Fender mishap 

37 ”0 Sole — • 

38 God ol me sea 

39 Shrink from pain 

40 "The Pit and 
the—" 

42 Endowed 

43 Track figures 

44 Ketch 

45 Woman adviser 
48 Lively 

52 Gagarin 

54 Family or shoe 
end 

55 Overact 

56 Seem imminent 

57 Skirt feature 

58 Serious 

59 Thrall ol yore 

DOWN 
t Weight 

2 GaHmautry 

3 Young salmon 

4 Moments 

5 Discolors 

6 TfttcfcBt 

7 In full bioom 

8 Stout cousin 

9 Dawd e.g. 

10 Intelligence 

1 1 "Swedish 
Nightingale" 

12 Formerly 

13 Nobleman 

18 Lone Rangers ‘ 
companion 





19 Up the ante 

23 More positive 

24 Rascal 

25 Cast —i 

26 Charged particle 

27 OT festival 

28 Deputy 

29 Present 
occasion 

30 Carried 
32 Alcoholic 

beverage 

35 Loathsome old 
women 

36 Active adherent 

38 Examine the 
books 

39 River dams 

41 — Horn (kind of 
Sheep) 

42 More egotistical 

44 Venom 

45 Salamanders 

46 Lass 

47 "Able was l — 
saw Elba" 

48 High-hat 


g Puzrie Sofuud; 


il 11111 

psill® 

ar«in R [ 3 RR 8 n "i«!'J 

nonran 

Si 


49 nm an colony- -BiOr • -'•'••• '■ 















JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY, AUGUST 29-30, 1991 7 




— Following are the buying and selling rales for 
lading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the Loddoq foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterifog ; ' 1.6750/60 U.S. dollar 

One^U3.7do8ar . 7 ..’" 1.1410/15 Canadian dollar 


One otmqe of 


• 1.6750/60 
1.1410/15 
-1.7570/80 
L978S/9S 
■ 1.5275/80 
36.00/05 
-5.9650/9700 
1309/1310 
. 137.05/15 
6.3670/3720 
. 6.8575/8625 
6.7725/75 
; 355.40/90 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


New U.S. financial hurdle 
threatens fate of $10 billion 
loan guarantees to Israel 


WASHINGTON — A new and 
significant problem has arisen in 
Israel's quest for $10 billion in 
U-S. -backed absorption loan 
guarantees which Israeli officials 
are prepared to formally request 
next week, an obstacle that has 
nothing to do with settlements or 
the proposed Middle East peace 
conference. 

The issue is financial, not poli- 
tical. and revolves around the 
question of the size of the percen- 
tage of the guarantees which will 
be counted, or "scored" as ex- 
penditures in the U.S. budget. 

According to an American 
Jewish leader who has met re- 
cently with a senior State Depart- 
ment official, the Bush adminis- 
tration is planning to count a far 
larger percentage of the guaran- 
tees in ibe U.S. budget than 
Israel had anticipated. 

Stuart Eisenstadt, a prominent 
Washington attorney and pres- 
idential adviser, said that in a 
recent conversation with the offi- 
cial. he was told that the White 
House's Office of Management 
and Budget wanted to “score" 
the guarantees as high as 6 per 
cent. This would mean that the 
guarantees would count as the 
equivalent of S80U million in the 
United States budget, money 
which would have to be set aside 
in case Israel defaults on the 
loans. 

This figure has come as a sur- 
prise to Israel and her supporters 
in Washington. 

Earlier in the year, estimates 
by the Congressional Budget 
Office that only .5 to 2.5% of the 


$10 billion in guarantees would 
be scored on the U.S. budget 
reassured American Jewish offi- 
cials that the issue of budget 
“scoring” would not pose a major 
problem. 

The whole question of scoring 
arises from a newly enacted law, 
the Credit Reform Act, which 
will for the first time count a 
percentage of U.S. -backed 
guarantees to foreign countries 
on the federal budget. 

Because of the initial low con- 
gressional estimate, the pro- 
Israel community had not be lived 
that the Credit Reform Act 
would do significant damage to 
their push for the loan guaran- 
tees. 

In fact, with numbers that 
small, according to Jewish com- 
munity sources, there were even 
“informal and unofficial" indica- 
tions from the Israeli government 
that Israel might even offer to 
cover the cost to the United 
States government. 

Mr. Eisenstadt and other Jew- 
ish leaders believe that a signifi- 
cantly higher figure would make 
the loan guarantees much harder 
to sell politically to members of 
Congress. Opponents of the 
guarantees will argue that $800 
million would have to be taken 
away from other programmes. 
Such a high figure would also 
make it such more difficult for 
Israel to even consider covering 
the scoring costs. 

Israeli officials fear the threat 
of the high scoring rate could be 
used as a bargaining chip to 
evoke political concessions from 


Israel, both on the issue of settle- 
ments and on the peace process. 

The calculation of the percen- 
tage made by the administration 
is based on a U.S. credit rating 
firm’s estimate of the amount of 
risk that the United Stales is 
taking by backing loans (o Israel. 
The administration officials are 
basing then assessment of Israel's 
credit-worthiness by the ratings 
of the firm Standard and Poor's. 

Mr. Eisenstadt aruged that the 
Standard and Poor's rating is 
"out of all proportion to risk.” 
The rating, he argued, “does not 
take into account as it should that 
Israel has faithfully repaid all of 
its sovereign debt, and that it is 
not about to default on such a 
large and visible guarantee to its 
principal benefactor.” 

Since the loan guarantees wifi 
be the first real test of the Credit 
Reform Act, the “scoring" of 
Israel's loan guarantees is being 
watched carefully throughout the 
U.S. government and by coun- 
tries that have asked the' United 
States to back loans, or are plan- 
ning to do so in the future. The 
standard used to assess Israel's 
ability to pay back the loans will 
likely be applied to other cases. 

But Mr. Eisenstadt said that 
Israel cannot rely on alliances 
with other interest groups to fight 
the battle for lower scoring of 
U.S.-backed guarantees. 

“If this is going to get done, it 
will get done by the pro-Israel 
community,” Mr. Eisensiadt 
said. “We can't count on other 
groups and organisations to do it 
for us." — The Jerusalem Post. 


Suharto to help set up Islamic bank 


JAKARTA (R) — President 
Suharto wiU provide a three bil- 
lion rupiah ($1.5 million) loan to 
set up an Islamic bank, Indone- 
sia's supreme Muslim body has 
said. 

Diplomats said the aid was 
designed to help small businesses 
and defuse tension between the 
indigenous majority in the largely 
Muslim nation and an economi- 
cally powerful Chinese minority. 

Hasan Basri, chairman of the 
Indonesian Ulamas Council, said 
the loan would be part of the 10 
billion rupiah ($5.2 million) 
needed as capital for d bank that 
would operate under filamic law 
to serve small scale industries 
owned by Muslims.' 

He said tbe loan would be 


drawn from funds of a Muslim 
foundation headed by the 70- 
year-old president. 

"President Suharto has given 
approval and he will help invite 
other people to provide the rest 
of the capital needed for tbe 
bank," Mr. Basri added. 

He did not state the terms of 
the loan. 

Mr. Basri said tbe government 
was now processing the licence 
for the bank, but gave no start-up 
date. “It wifi start as soon as 
possible.” 

The bank will avoid charging 
interest, forbidden under Islamic 
law as usury. But borrowers must 
share profits from their business 
with the bank, Mr. Basri said. 

“Our business will be con- 


ducted under Muslim teaching 
and we will not charge interest," 
he said. 

A diplomat said the aid would 
burnish President Suharto's im- 
age as a caring Muslim and show 
he was doing his best to help the 
small businessman and not just 
big industrialists. 

Influential indigenous 
businessmen have complained 
through the media that the 
Chinese owners of the huge con- 
glomerates that dominate In- 
donesia’s booming economy re- 
fuse to share their wealth with the 
jess privileged. 

The wealth gap is expected to 
come into sharper focus as the 
elections, due in tnid-1993, 
approach, the diplomat said. 


Japan’s 

ties ‘ 60 s 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The gov- 
ernment announced Tuesday that 
Japan's economy, spurred by 
domestic demand,' has bed a post- 
war record by expanding for 57 
straight months through August. 

Michio Ochi. chief of the Eco- 
nomic Planning Agency fEPA). 
said he expected the economy to 
continue to grow at least through 
the fiscal vear that ends March 
31. 

With robust domestic demand, 
high levels of corporate earnings 
and a steadily increasing number 
of job holders, the expansion 
streak will surpass the current 
record set in the 1960s. he said. 

The agency maintained its pre- 
vious estimate of 3.S per cent 
growth in the gross national pro- 
duct this fiscal year, down from 
last year's 5.7 per cent growth. 

Mr. Ochi said, however, that 
prospects for next summer are 
unclear since economic growth is 
gradually slowing. 

After that, guiding .the eco- 
nomy to a "soft landing" will be a 
“delicate” monoeuvre, Mr. Ochi 
said. “The prospecis of a sharp 
fall-off in the pace of economic 
growth is a risk." he said. 

Finance Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told reporters Tues- 
day: “More than before, we need 
to watch the economy with con- 
cern.” But he also said there is no 
need for immediate change in the 
nation's economic policy. 

According to the monthly Eco- 
nomic Report released Tuesday, 
the economic expansion has been 
supproted mainly by rising per- 
sonal consumption and a decline 
in land and stock prices. 

The Tokyo stock market h 2 s 
deteriorated in recent months 
due in part to an ongoing stock 
scandal involving at least 21 
brokerages compensating hun- 
dreds of favoured clients for in- 
vestment losses. 

The practice is not illegal but 
violated a finance ministry direc- 
tive and infuriated smallar inves- 
tors whose losses were not co- 
vered. 

“Even if there is a slump in 
stock prices, it won't have much 
impact on investment in plant and 
equipment since corporations 
have enough capital of their 
own," Mr. Ochi was quoted as 
saying by Kyodo News Service. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s surplus 
with its trading partners jumped a 
hefty 25 per cent in July, marking 
its seventh consecutive monthly 
increase, and private economists 


economic growtl 
post-war record 


American Express resumes 
business in Kuwait City 

KUWAIT — The American Express office in Kuwait Gty is now 
open for business for the first time since hostilities ceased in April. 
The office is situated in the Saihiya Commercial Complex and 
provides the full range of American Express services including travel 
arrangements, purchase, exchange and refund of travellers cheques, 
foreign currency exchange, emergency cheque cashing and emergen- 
cy card replacement. The office also arranges payments to American 
Express business partners, and deals with American Express Card 
account queries. The office remained undamaged during the hostili- 
ties although other businesses in the complex suffered. As a result 
American Express is one of tbe first worldwide companies to resume 
business in Kuwait. Before the office could be opened, basic banking 
facilities were reactivated in Kuwait and suitable living accommoda- 
tion had to be found for staff. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Futures-linked trading made for occasional volatility 
but most investors shied away due to worries over excess supply 
and the brokerage scandals investigation. The Nikkei closed down 
19.67 at 21,621.63. 

PARIS — Prices ended virtually unchanged as modest profit- 
taking offset targeted buying in a handful of Blue Chips. Tbe 
CAC-40 index closed up 2.16 at 1,851.83. 

LONDON — Stock ended with small gains after drifting down 
throughout a dull afternoon with little support from Wall Street. 
Tbe FTSE 100 index closed up 4.4 at 2,624.2. 

NEW YORK — Stocks kept most gains at midday. Traders said 
buying was not heavy and mainly based on special situations. 
Moderate gains in the bond market provided support. The Dow 
was up 12 at 3,038. 


FOR RENT 

1- Deluxe furnished flat consists of 2 large bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, 2 balconies and 
bathrooms, central and solar heating with telephone. 

2- Furnished deluxe villa. 

Call tel.: 846162 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Second floor of a villa consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 bathrooms, salon, kitchen with separate 
central heating, telephone and garden. 

Location; Sweifieh, opposite Modem Education Schools. 

Call tel.: 819367 


MOUNT NEBO-MADABA 

The annual feast of Mt. Nebo will be celebrated 
on Saturday, August 31, 1991, with Mass at 5 
p.m. 

His Beatitude, Msgr. Michel Sabbagh, the Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem will be the main celeb- 
rant.... ALL WELCOME. 




MODERN DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor over the garage. Two bedrooms, two baths, 
sitting room, saion, dining room, spacious kitchen, wide 
veranda, lift, central heating, 24 hours hot water and 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. beside the Red Cross. 

Please call 665337 day time. 


SCHOOL SPIRIT 


\ Show 12 J 0 , 3-JO. 6:15. 8:30. 1O-J0 p.m. 


\m\ 
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NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


XSuema 


Tel: 625 





Laila Elwi, Ahmad Budeir 
Mamdouh Abdul Alim 
in 

H 




. (Arabic) 

Show: 3 JO. &30, 8-JO p . m . 


$$$ JD 100 REWARD 

For the return of my dog: 

Description: 

Name: PEPPER 

Breed: Miniature Schnauzer 

Sex: Female 

Colour: Safi and Pepper (Dark Gray and While) 

White hair on chest 
White hair on ail legs 
Short Tell about 8 ems long 
Weight: 10 kilos (approximate) 

Height: 32 ems (approximate) 

Age: 6 years old 

Note: The breed of Miniature Schnauzer has a large growth of 
hair under their chin which is known as and in appear- 
ance looks like a “beard." 

PEPPER was last seen in five Green Valley Shopping Centre 
Thursday (Aug. 23) night at 8:30 p.m. 

If you have Information leading to the location of this 
dog please call 829087 (English) or 644371 (Arabic) 

$$$ JD 100 REWARD $$$ 


expect the surplus to continue 
widening through the end of the 
year. 

The unadjusted customs- 
cleared trade surplus climbed to 
S6.68 billion during the month 
from a revised surplus of S5.33 
billion in July 1990, the finance 
ministry has said. 

“Import growth was higher 
than expected or the surplus 
would have been even wider.” 
said Kazuko Mizuno, economist 
at Baring Securities (Japan) Ltd. 

She and other economists ex- 
pect Japan's politically conten- 
tious trade surplus to continue 
widening for at least the next six 
months as the U.S. economy 
starts to show signs of life and oil 
prices fall relative to last year. 

But Japanese officials said the 
long term pattern of Japanese 
trade is difficult to determine. 

“We are facing a difficult 
phase, but we can’t say yet that 
wider surpluses have become a 
clear trend." a finance ministry 
(MOF) official said explaning the 
data. 

On the surface, Japanese offi- 
cials received good news in the 
form of a shrinking trade surplus 
with the United States — Japan's 
most outspoken trade critic. 

The surplus with Washington 
narrowed to a $3.01 billion over- 
hang in July, from a revised $3.07 
billion surplus a year earlier. 

Exports to the U.S., however, 
increased for the first rime since 
February, possibly suggesting 
that even a slowly rebounding 
U.S. economy will reverse a nar- 
rowing trend in the bilateral sur- 
plus. 

Overall, exports, which in- 
creased for the 14th straight 
month, climbed 11.1 per cent to 
$26.57 billion. 

The MOF official attributed 
the growing exports to a 9.3 per 


cent appreciation of the yen from 
a year ago. A stronger yen -in- 
flates the value of Japanese ex- 
ports when they are measured In 
dollar terms. 

For example, even though the 
volume of cars exported to the 
U.S. felt 4.5 percent in July, their 
value increased 9.0 per cent, the 
MOF official said. 

But overall exports were also 
boosted by a 93. 8 per cent in- 
crease in sales of trucks and buses 
ro the Middle East. 

Imports, the other side of the 
Trade equation, climbed 7.1 per 
cent to $19.89 billion, their third 
straight monthly increase. Much 
of this month’s gain came from a 
31 .8 per cent increase in the value 
of crude oil imports. 

However, oil prices are ex- 
pected to help reduce imports 
soon as this year’s stable prices 
are compared with those inflated 
last year by the run-up of the Gulf 
war. 

“In year-on-year terms we are 
expecting the surplus to grow 
further Through the end of the 
year,” said Christopher Turner, 
economist at Barclays De Zoete 
Wedd Securities (Japan) Ltdi.- 
Japanese imports were reduced 
by falling purchases of European 
an and automobiles. Mr. Mizuno 
at Barings said that if art imports 
had remained unchanged from 
last year, overall imports would 
have grown 9.7 per cent in value: 
The surplus with the European 
Community climbed to SI. 85 bil- 
lion from $1.15 billion a year 
earlier, largely because of a -12.-7 
per cent decline in Japanese im- 
ports from the Community.. .- 
The overhang with Japan's 
Asian neighbours, on the other 
hand, grew to $2.94 billion from $2.49 
billion because of strong 
Japanese exports of manutactur-r 
ing products. - _ • . 




- U.Li J I A ProfottddnaTRaat Estate Firm 


FURNISHED GROUND APt. FOR RENT 

SHEMISANI WEST OF PROFESSIONAL UNION COMPLEX. 

PART OF A VILLA . AREA 170 Ma . 

2 BEDROOMS . 2 BATHS . PRIVATE GARDEN .GARAGE . 

ANNAUAL RENT BOOO J.D. 


Shmesani.Bani Kani St. Mata Ika Center 4th. Fir. Tel.-B82951 /Z/4 
Fax = 962 .6.682953 P.O. B ox .- 910658. Ammon. Jordan 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Unfurnished apartment, ground level, with garden con- 
sists of two bedrooms. 

Contact 814094 after 12 o'clock, near Libyan 
embassy, Jopran K. Jopran Street, building No* 
18. 

Note: The apartment can be furnished. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS CENTRE 
YOUR OFFICE IN AMMAN 

☆ Fully staffed and equipped offices 

☆ Secretarial assistance 

☆ Meeting room facilities 

☆ Business information 

☆ Short term and long term 

Your business operations can start immediately 
Tel.: 693997/8 Fax: 694187 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL IN 


We take children between the ages of 4-11 years and are the 
only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum, adapting 
it to the needs of the International Community. Our language of 
instruction is English, with specialist support for non-English 
speakers. French and Arabic languages also offered. 

All our staff are U-K. qualified. The school provides a pleasant, 
stimulating environment and care is taken to meet the needs of 
each individual child. 

Places are still available for the Autumn term - commencing 8th 
September. 

NURSERY CLASS We are also pleased to announce -a' 
nursery class for 3-4 years olds. Registrations now being taken. 

School office opes daOy from September 1st. 

Address: P.O.Box 2002, 

Khilda, Amman, 

Telephone: 841070 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 
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Serb rebels attack Croatia town 


BELGRADE (AP) — Federal session late Tuesday, resumed its 
anny troops were reportedly in- meeting Wednesday bebind- 


volved in clashes that broke out 
anew in Croatia. Wednesday. 

- The dashes erupted in nrid- 
moming, after a brief lull follow- 
ing Tuesday’s talks between 
Croatia's leaders and federal 


closed doors, Tanjug said. 

After returning to Zagreb from 
talks with top Yugoslav military 
leaders on the Adriatic island of 
Briom, Croatian President Fran- 
jo Tudjman indicated slight 


military chiefs during which they optimism in a televised news cem- 
- agreed on the need for a cease- fcrence. 


full-scale mobilisation in the re- 
public, where at least 256 people 
have died in fighting between 
Croatian security forces, Serb 
guerrillas and the anny since June 
25. 

Yugoslavia’s collective pres- 
idency, nominal commander of 
the armed forces, met in Bel- 


hinterland of Krajina to Slavonia, 
a region in eastern Croatia 
bordering Serbia. 

Meanwhile, the Croatian In- 
formation Ministry said Mon- 
day’s fi gh ting killed at least 12 
people and wounded 80. The 
Croatian News Agency (HINA) 
later said 30 people were killed 


fire. 

A Croatian TV cameraman 
was killed and his assistant in- 
jured near Vukovar, the Croatian 
Ministry of Defence said. 

Radio Belgrade said Serb mili- 
tants appeared to be malting a 
push to capture Vukovar, a 
Croat-held town on the Danube 
River border with Serbia. 

The Yugosalv News Agency 
(Tanjug) quoted reports from the 


He told reporters while the 
meeting was marked by differ- 
ences of opinion, "there is a 
certain amount of hope left that 
we can avoid tire escalation of 
war imposed on Croatia. .. ” 
Mr. Tudjman, who conferred 
with Federal Defence Minister 
Gen. Veljko Kadi je vie and the 
army chief of staff , Serb hardliner 
Gen. Blagoje Adzmic, was sche- 
duled to meet with French Presi- 


grade to discuss the escalation of and 60 injured in Monday’s fierce 

- . . • e i V A • ft! 


battlefield as saying federal anny dent Francois Mitterrand in Paris 
troops were also involved in the Wednesday. 


clashes. 

Tanjug quoted military sources 
in the area as saying that federal 
troops deployed near Vukovar 
had come under attack from 
Croatian positions. The army suf- 
fered no casualties, Tanjug said. 

The agency said clashes were 
intensifying by early afternoon. 

Heavy fighting in recent days 
had prompted Croatia to warn of 
all-out war with rival Serbia. 

Yugoslavia’s collective federal 
presidency, which adjourned a 


His arch-rival, Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic, also 
was invited to go to Paris after 
Mr. Tudjman, Tanjug reported. 

In Brussels, the EC proposed a 
peace conference for Yugoslavia 
if a ceasefire takes effect in 
Croatia by Sunday, officials said. 

If not, the EC foreign ministers 
agreed to take unspecified mea- 
sures against Serbia, Yugoslavia’s 
largest republic. 

Earlier, Croatian officials said 
the government would order a 


tensions. 

The commission it appointed to 
enforce an Aug. 7 truce, seldom 
respected, said Tuesday dashes 
in Croatia bad increased in recent 
days. 

It warned the fighting was 
spreading toward foe central state 
of Bosnia-Hercegovina, which 
has a volatile ethnic mix of Mus- 
lims, Serbs and Croats. 

“Real war is being waged in a 
large part of Croatia,” Croatian 
Deputy Premier Mato Granic 
told reporters in Zagreb. 

* Mr. Granic said the govern- 
ment would take urgent mea- 
sures, including general mobilisa- 
tion, so that “file burden of war 
could be shared by all citizens." 

Media reports said fighting 
continued Tuesday at several 
points in Croatia, Yugoslavia’s 
second largest republic. 

Croatian radio reported re- 
newed dashes across a swath 
spreading from the Dalmatian 


battle for Vukovar in Slavonia. . 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the casualty toll. 

Croatia threatened last week to 
order mobilisation unless the 
federal army withdraws to bar- 
racks by Aug. 31. 

As Serb rebels backed by 
federal troops push deeper into 
Croatia, residents of the usually 
lively Croatian capital, Zagreb, 
still can't believe their city could 
come under attack- ■ 

But they fear the worst. In the 
past few days, crisscross steel 
antitank barricades have sprung 
up next to main thoroughfares 
and bridges over the Sava River, 
ready to block passage of anny 
tanks. 

Many residents have started 
dealing out their basements for 
fear of air raids. Some have even 
started stocking up on staples, 
just in case the undeclared war 
between Serbs and Croats finally 
creeps into Zagreb. 


Soviet party offices turned 
into clinics, cultural centres 


MOSCOW (R) — Local officials 
across the Soviet Union began 
sealing Communist Party news- 
paper offices and finding new 
uses for party buildings after a 
presidential confiscation order. 

In the dty of Belgorod in cen- 
tral Russia, a party building was 
transferred to a health care and 
cultural centre. 

In Kazan, on the Volga, more 
than 50 building were tansferred 
.to local authorities, according to 
the Soviet news agency (TASS). 

And in the Soviet capital, 
workers in boil dings owned by 
the Communist Party packed up 
their personal possessions. As 
dty officials carried out an order 
issued Saturday by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“A majority of rooms in our 
offices are sealed,” said Ivan 
Ftfimoudv, member of the edito- 
rial board of the daily Soviets- 
kaya Rossiya, organ of the hard- 
line Russian Communist Party. 

“When people came to work 
this morning, the police would 
not let them inside," Mr. Filinti- 
nov said. 

Mr. Gorbachev, angry over 
party complidty in a putsch by 
hardliners, quit as Communist 
leader at the weekend and 


ordered the handover of party 
property with an estimated value 
of billions of roubles to local 
governments. 

The speed at which the con- 
fiscation has occurred has pro- 
vided conservatives with 
ammunition against reformers. 

Moscow’s liberal leaders have 
become vulnerable to accusations 
that they are behaving like Com- 
munist hardliners who forced 
liberal newspapers to dose during 
the attempted right-wing coup 
last week. 

“This is all a serious political 
error,” said Yelena Kotova, 
director of Moscow’s Committee 
on Private Property. 

“I understand the moral justi- 
fication for doing this, and espe- 
cially that Moscow's leadership 
has been inspired by people's 
attitude toward the Communist 
Party.. 

“But the city’s action is illegal. . 
We must first nationalise the 
property and then decide the 
issue of ownership," said Ms. 
Kotova, an economist who is a 
supporter of democratic reform. 

Since Wednesday, when a coup 
by a committee of eight hardlin- 
ers collapsed, a democratic re- 
volution has spilled into the 
streets of Moscow. 


Soviet coup leaders to 
face treason charges 


MOSCOW (AP) — The leaders 
of the coup against President 
Mikhail Gorbachev will face the 
charge of high treason, and could 
receive the death penalty if con- 
victed, the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported Tuesday. 

The news agency said criminal 
proceedings under article 64 of 
the Russian Federation’s criminal 
code were begun against leaders 
of the State Committee for the 
State of Emergency — the group 
that on Aug. 19 proclaimed itself 
to be running the Soviet Union 
after seizing power from Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

Punishment for conviction 
under this article ranges from 20 
to 15 years in prison, to death. 
Execution in the Soviet Union is 
carried out by firing squad. 

It was unclear whether formal 
indictments have been brought 
against the surviving members of 
the committee. 

The eight men who signed the 
committee’s statement claiming 
power were Vice President Gen- 
nady- Yanayev; Prime Minister 
Valentine Pavlov; KGB Chief 
Vladimir Kryuchkov; Defence 
Minister Dmitri Yazov; Interior 
Minister Boris Pugo; Oleg Bakla- 
nov, deputy chief of State De- 
fence Committee; Alexander 
TSzyakov, president of Associa- 
tion of Soviet State Enterprises, 
and Industrial, Construction, 
Transport and Communications 
Facilities; Vasily Starodobstev, 
chairman of Soviet Farmers’ Un- 
ion. 

Mr. Pugo was found dead of a 
gunshot wound to the head as he 
was to be arrested at his home 
Thursday. Initially thought to be 
a .suicide, questions later arose 
that it may have been murder or a 
suicide pact with his wife, who 
also was found shot. 

TASS, without identifying its 
sources, said that in addition to 
the members of the committee, 
officials also are interrogating a 
“large number of persons directly 
involved in the plot’s preparation 
and staging.” 

Investigators from the prosecu- 
tors’ offices in the Russian Fed- 


eration, the Ukraine and Byelor- 
ussia are cooperating with the 
Soviet prosecutor’s office, TASS 
reported. 

Meanwhile, .a leader of a team 
of KGB commandos ordered to 
'storm the Russiana parliament 
daring the coup said they could 
have taken it “m 20-30 minutes,’’ 
but refused because they consi- 
dered the command to be unlaw- 
ful, TASS reported Tuesday. 

Sergei Goncharov, the deputy 
commander of the KGB’s elite, 
anti-terrorist Alpha Group, told 
the news agency that the unit was 
told to make preparations to 
attack the Russian parliament 
building, known as the “white 
house,” by Viktor Karpukhin, 
former head of the unit. 

TASS quoted Alpha Group’s 
new leaders as saying their refusal 
to obey the order saved the coun- 
try from civil war. 

They were first told of the coup 
Sunday, when Mr. Gorbachev 
was put under virtual house arrest 
by the plotters. The next day they 
were ordered to scout the 19- 
story building in preparation for 
the attack, scheduled for 3 a.m. 
■Tuesday, TASS said. 

During the coup, the parlia- 
ment building was the focus of 
the opposition, led by Russian 
Federation President Boris Ydt- . 
sin, and was surrounded by tens 
of thousands of Muscovites for 
three days to stave off an attack 
that never came. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Sunday that 
the 20 members of Alpha Group 
resisted die order despite intense 
pressure from their superiors, in- 
cluding “threats of court-martial, 
execution, etc.” 

“When the order was given, we 
asked where it originated, since 
we were aware that Karpukhin, 
chief of Alpha Group, was just a 
■link,” Goncharov was quoted by 
TASS as saying. “We were told it 
was ‘the order of the govern- 
ment”’ 

Gcmcharvo said the unit’s de- 
puties asked again which govern- 
ment issued foe order and “we 
were told again, ‘this is the gov- 
ernment Older.*” 


Walesa mobilised army 
during Moscow coup 

WARSAW (R) — President to do in defence of Poland.” 
Lech Walesa said Wednesday he Mr. Walesa said he created a 
had ordered Poland’s armed working group whose job would 


forces to prepare for mobilisation 
last week immediately after the 
failed coup started in the Soviet 
Union. 

“I had to order preparations 
for mobilisation and for con- 


bc to work out details of the 
moMisation. 

He said foe situation in foe 
Soviet Union was still volatile and 
that under tire c i rc u mst an ces It 
was most important for -Poland 


scripts to remain in service (after to be able to organise itself in 
the end of their term)," Mr. case of any threat. 


Walesa told reporters. “We had 
to be prepared for all possibili- 
ties.” 

Mr. Walesa, who as president 
is Poland’s supreme military com- 
mander, said he summoned the 


Mr. Walesa was speaking dur- 
ing a break in a conference of 
foreign affairs experts on Polish 
policy in the face of the breakup 
of the Soviet Union. 

“The situation is so volatile 


prime minister and foe ministers of that one is not even able to 
defence, interior and foreign establish a partner for talks,” Mr. 
affairs 10 minutes after teaming Walesa said. 


of the Moscow coup on Aug. 19 
and agreed with them on the need 
to mobilise. 

T had to defend the state and I 
did it,” Mr. Walesa said, respond- 
ing to criticism that Poland had 
broil slow to react to the develop- 
ments in the Soviet Union. “I did 
everything that the president had 


He also said that the Soviet 
ambassador to Poland, Yuri 
Kashlev, had been recalled. 

Mr. Walesa did not elaborate 
but according to tire Polish press, 
Mr. Kashlev reportedly sup- 
ported tire eight-man Emergency 
Committee mat tried to depose 
Mir. Gorbachev. 


Frustration, confusion reign 
at Lithuanian-Polish border 


LAZDUAI, USSR (AP) — The 
line of cars stretched beyond view 
and thonsands of people sat, 
steaming with anger, and waited 
to cross into Poland at the first 
border post to be handed over to 
breakaway Lithuania. 

“Why don’t you let us through 
we are not drug smugglers,” an 
angry Lithuanian woman shouted 


and buses for up to five days in 
the 3-5-kilometre4 line, waiting to 
negotiate the six-layer crossing 
now run jointly by Lithuanian 
and Soviet officers. 

■ “It’s terrible over there. 
There’s no normal gov ern ment,” 
said Polish traveller Paul Jank- 
owsky after getting through cus- 
toms. He gestured bade toward 


at a Soviet KGB border guard. 

“Just let us through.” foe embattled republic, where be 

Lithuania's independence “ been VBrtID * *? « 


drive, accelerated by last week's 
coup, may herald hope for a 
future without Soviet control. 
But at present it was causing 
frustration at the border, where 
the process of training inexperi- 
enced Lithuanians bow to guard 
the frontier was causing unusually 
long delays. 

Thousands of people, mostly 
tourists, have been sitting in cars 


“They don’t know what to do.” 

Soviet officials are handing 
control over to Lithuanians, after 
foe republic last week extracted 
the Kremlin’s promise to tat it 
guard its own international bor- 
der crossing. 

But confusion reigned Tuesday 
at Lithuania's sole crossing into 
Poland, 170 kilometres south of 
the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius. 


Cambodia 

peace 
moves 
positive, 
U.S. says 


PATTAYA, Thailand (R) — 
Peace talks to end 12 years of war 
in Cambodia are moving in a 
positive direction, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Solo- 
mon said Wednesday. 

He brushed aside concerns 
among Cambodian leadens that 
Washington might scupper break- 
through agreements reached 
Tuesday to end 12 years of war. 

Washington was committed to 
a comprehensive settlement to 
foe war adhering to a U.N. peace 
plan, Mr. Solomon told reporters 
on his arrival for a meeting of 
■representatives of foe five perma- 
nent members of foe United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

The Phnom Penh government 
and its three guerrilla rivals 
agreed Tuesday to cut the size of 
their armed forces and to disarm 
the remainder under U.N. super- 
vision — a breakthrough that 
prompted exiled Cambodian 
monarch Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk and Prime Minister .Hun 
Sen to declare the war was over. 

The factions were now discus- 
sing a welter of other questions 
such as details of disarming, the 
form of elections and several 
amendments requested by 
Phnom Penh. 

A final agreement must be 
approved by permanent members 
of the Security Council before the 
U.N. undertakes what would be a 
massive peace-keeping and re- 
construction mission in Cambo- 
dia. 

“The United States is deter- 
mined to see a credible role fen: 
the United Nations that will pro- 
vide for free and fair elections for 
the Cambodian people in condi- 
tions of security and which will 
make possible foe basic express- 
ion of Cambodian sovereignty 
which is foe free political choice 
of foe people,” Mr. Solomom 
said in a statement. , 

“My impression is that there 
seems to be movement in a posi- 
tive direction,” be said. 

Prince Sihanouk, who is chair- 
man of the Supreme National 
Council (SNQ that groups the 
four factions, and Hun Sen have 
voiced fears the United States 
might object to a Cam bodian 
accord that deviates from the 
U.N. plan. 

The plan envisages deployment 
of a U.N. peacekeeping force and 
a civilian administration to run 
foe country before internationally 
monitored elections can be held. 


Kaifu tells Soviets it is 
time to normalise ties 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiiri Kaifu has sent a 
letter to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev saying it is time to 
normalise ties between the two 
countries, Kyodo News Agency 
said Wednesday. 

The letter was delivered to Mr. 
Gorbachev Tuesday, foe agency 
said. - 

Tokyo refuses to sign a peace 
treaty or provide large-scale eco- 
nomic aid to Moscow until the 
Soviet Union returns four is- 
lands 1 off northern Japan seized 
by the Red Amty at foe end of 
World WarH: 

The Foreign Ministry declined 
to confirm foe report. 

On Tuesday, announcing: that 
Tokyo would recognise foe three 
Baltic republics once Moscow 
did. Chief Cabinet Secretary Mis- 
oji Sakamoto said: “I hope such 
territorial changes in the Soviet 
Union could help a return of the 

islan ds." 

Russian Vice Foreign Minister 
Georgii Kunadze told aTJlji Press 
News Agency reporter in Mos- 
cow that Russian Republic Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin would soften 
bis original proposal that the is- 
lands be returned one by one 
over 15 to 20 years. 

“It is absolutely not necessary 
to leave the settlement of the 
northern territory dispute for the 
next generation,” Mr. Kunadze 
was quoted as saying Tuesday. 

The Russian Republic would 
seek to sign a peace treaty with 
Japan, and Asian and Pacific 
issues would take priority in its 
future diplomacy,. Jiji quoted 
Mr. Kunadze as saying. 



Toshiki Kaifii 

A Foreign Ministry official 
tried Wednesday to dampen ex- 
pectations the tumultuous 
changes in foe Soviet Union 
would pave the way for return of 
the- islands. 

“It is not tiw time to discuss the 
issue. There are lots of things to 
do before that,” he said. 

“On top of that, we, as well as 
foe rest of the world, are uncer- 
tain which government — foe 
Soviet Central or the Russian 
Republic — we should consult 
with." 

“As long as the northern ter- 
ritorial dispute is left unsolved, 
we cannot hope for an improve- 
ment in Japan-Soviet relations," 
the Sankei Shim bun newspaper 
said in an editorial Wednesday. 

“The issue has become one for 
international public opinion. The 
Soviet Union should make a deci- 
sion once and for all.” it said. 


Pakistan, India report 
heavy firing across border 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
and India both reported heavy 
firing between their troops in the 
disputed Kashmir region for the 
third day Wednesday after a bor- 
der dash Monday. 

Pakistan said it would raise the 
Kashmir issue at the next Non- 
Aligned foreign ministers’ meet- 
ing to be held in the capital of 
Ghana, Accra, on Sept. 4-7. 

“Heavy fire is being exchanged 
by the two tides even now,” a 
Pakistan, gfmy spokesman said. 
“Artillery and heavy weapons are 
beipg used by both tides since 
Monday.” . 

Pakistani troops suffered heavy 
casuiaties in the renewed clashes 
Wednesday in the Fooncb sector 
along several parts of a control 
line dividing Kashmir between 
the two countries. Indian officials 


They said Pakistani helicopters 
were spotted taking their dead 
and injured away. 

A Pakistani military spokes- 
man said Tuesday at least 20 
Indian troops were killed. Indian 
army sources in the state’s sum- 
mer capital, Srinagar, said at least 

two soldiers bad died. 

• 

Tbe Pakistan Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wednesday played 
down the clashes saying they 
were “not of a serious nature.” 
But ’fie said defence authorities 
were keeping the bender situation 
“under dose: watch.” 

“There have been casualties on 
both tides, but they were on a 
lower side,” be said. 

Pakistani and Indian militaiy 
commanders agreed Tuesday to 
try to quell foe firing when they 


said in Jammu, winter capital of spoke on a hotline between New 
Jammu and Kashmir, India’s only Delhi and Pakistan’s military 
Muslim majority state. headquarters in Rawalpindi. 


7 die in New York subway derailment 


NEW YORK(AP) — A subway 
train jumped foe tracks early 
Wednesday and plowed into a 
pillar, killing as many as seven 
people and injuring 150, author- 
ities said. 

The 12:15 a.m. (0415 GMT) 
accident occurred as a 10-car 
downtown train was approaching 
Ma nha tta n ’s 14th Street-Union 
Square Station, the Transit Au- 
thority (TA) said. 

“It was like an explosion,” said 
passenger Joseth Rckptte,, who 
bad bloody kness and tom dress 
and was waiting to be treated. 

“Some people from another 
car got thrown info our car. 
There was a lot of smoke. The car 


was just shredded. There were 
wires hanging down. People were 
screaming.” 

Fnrefighteis and police worked 
to free victims trapped in the 
wreckage. Victims were lifted out 
of the tunnel on stretchers. 

Some passengers were given 
oxygen and treated for minor 
injuries at the station. Others 
were herded onto buses to be 
taken to hospitals. 

Fire drief Jcennetb McGowan 
said at least” four people were 
killed. Mayor David Kenneth, 
who ventured into the tunnel, 
said as many as seven were dead. 

Fire Department spokesman 
Tom Kelly put the number of 
injured at about 150. 


The cause of the derailment 
was not immediately known. 

TA spokeswoman Caren Gard- 
ner said the accident occurred 
about 200 feet (60 metres) from 
the station as the train was cros- 
sing from the express car slam- 
med into a pillar, she said. 

Four cars were mangled, 
McGowan said. 

One passenger, Albert Webb, 
30, said foe train “was going so 
fast, foe next thing you know it 
was ‘boom.’ The lights went out.” 

Webb wd be saw a baby fly out 
of its mother’s arms. 

“It is a mess- twisted steel, gir- 
ders, buckled, one car sheared in 
half!” foe mayor said. 


Moldovans celebrate independence declaration but face troubles 


KISHINEV, USSR (AP) — Moldovans raised their hands der — roughly split between Rus- with the Ukraine, which controls 
Moldavians who swarmed their to approve a resolution to create sians and Ukrainians, with the northern and southern parts 
capital’s central square to cele- a Moldavian army, take over 150,000 Turkish Gagauz — have of pre- World War H Moldova, 
brate their independence declare- border and customs points, form been ain bivalent or hostile to foe The southern region, with access 
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tion will face ethnic and economic 
hurdles on their path to seces- 
sion. 

Moldova Tuesday took advan- 
tage of collapsing Kremlin power 
after a failed coup and declared 
independence, becoming the 
seventh of foe 15 republics to 
break with Moscow. 

The republic’s parliament by a 
vote of 282-0 declared Moldova 
'“a sovereign independent and 
democratic state, free to decide 
its contemporary affairs and fu- 
ture without any external in- 
terference.” 

The jubilant crowd of about 
200,000 packed Grand National 
Assembly Square outside foe par- 
liament building, chanting “liber- 
ty” ‘independence” and “long 
live our victory." 

Children were dressed in col- 
ourful Romanian folk costumes 
and bauds played traditional 
tunes. Parliament designated 


a National Intelligence Agency 
and confiscate of all KGB proper- 
ty on Moldovan territory. They 
also demanded withdrawal of ail 
Soviet military personnel. 

“Our spirit is now freed,” said 
George Plesca, an engineer. “We 
have been in foe Soviet prison for 
so many years,” he said. “Our 
children will remember this day.” 

But Mr. Snegur told foe crowd 
‘’Moldova's problems are only 
beginning.” 

Moldova faces the complex 
question of possible reunification 
with Romania, which controlled 
most of its territory before 1940; 
border disputes with the Ukraine; 
and economic and ethnic difficul- 
ties. 

Romania was forced to give up 
control of Moldova in 1940 under 
a secret pact between Nazi Ger- 
many and Stalin’s Soviet Union. 

The independency declaration 
culminated a process that began 


Aug. 27 a national holiday, re- two years ago when the newly 
placing Nov. 7, which commemo- elected parliament made Moldo- 
rates foe 1917 Bolshevik Revolu- van, which is identical to Roma- 
tkm. . man, the national language. It 

“The coup gave us an impulse replaced the cyrillic script with 
to speed up independence for our foe Latin alphabet 
people who have suffered such Only about two-third Mod- 
difficulty," President Mircea Sne- ova's 43 million population are 
gur told foe crowd. ethnic Romanians. The remain- 


Moldavian separatist movement. 
About half the 600,000 residents 
of Kishinev, the capital, are non- 
Romanians. 

In March, when Moldova 
boycotted President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's referendum to preserve 
.the Soviet Union, fighting broke 
out between ethnic Romanians 
and minorities trying to vote at 
Red Army bases. 

Earlier this week, seven lead- 
ers of separatist movements in 
the Gagauz and Dniester River 
regions — where most ethnic 
Slavs live — were arrested on 
charges they supported the coup. 

Igor Smirnov, foe Dniester 
leader, was widely.: ramoored to 
be in hiding Tuesday. Mr. Smir- 
nov has argued that Ids region, 
east of the river on the Soviet side 
of foe pre- World War H border 
with Romania, should not be 
considered part of an indepen- 
dent Moldova. 

The Dniester area has a dis- 
proportionate amount of industry 
and provides the republic with 
most of its electricity and virtually 
all its natural gas. Mr. Snegur 
said he saw no possibility of 
allowing it to break away. 

Moldova also intends to discuss 
possible border modifications 


Black Sea, would he especially 
important to landlocked Mol- 
dova. 

In the wake of last week’s 
failed coup in Moscow, Moldova 
joined several other republics in 
banning the Communist Party. It 
followed the Baltic republics, 
Georgia, the Ukraine and 
Byelorussia in declaring inde- 
pendence. 

Romania celebrates 

Romania Tuesday recognised 
Moldova ( immediately after the 
Soviet Republic declared inde- 
pendence, and thousands of 
Joyous demonstrators celebrated 
across the nation. 

A crowd of about 5,000 in 
Bucharest turned their spon- 
taneous rally into an outpouring 
of anti-government and anti- 
Soviet feeling. 

Other demonstrations were 
staged in the Western cities of 
Timisoara, Cluj and Oradea. Par- 
ticipants demanded reunification 
with Moldova. 

The Bucharest government 
welcomed “with joy” Moldova’s 
declaration of independence, a 
statement carried by the Roma- 


nian News Agency, Rompres, 
said. 

Moldova comprises what used 
to be Bessarabia and part of 
Bukovina, both part of pre-war 
Romania. 

Shouting “greater Romania ” 

■ “down with communism," ‘’down 
with Hiescu,” demonstrators 
thronged University Square, foe 
site of a 53-day demonstration 
suppresed by police last year. 
That outbreak of violence left six 
dead. 

Traffic was briefly blocked un- 
til the demonstrators dispersed 
because of heavy rain. 

Some 100 angry demonstra- 
tors, who left foe square with 
shouts of “we want a greater 
Romania” and “no borders” 
foiled to topple the statue of the 
Soviet soldier near government 
headquarters on Victory Square. 

In giant red letters, they scrib- 
bled anti-Communcst slogans and 
Swastikas as a crane arrived to 
demolish foe monument built af- 
ter World War Q. It symbolises 
Soviet efforts to liberate Roma- 
nia from fascism. 

But the crane was too small 
and demonstrators left because of 
heavy rain, vowing to return to 
pull down the monument. ... 

Organisers of the rally denied 
involvment in ' the demolition ' 
attempt. 
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'Gentleman bandit’ 
surrenders 

HOUSTON ( AP) — A man who 
lost his oil industry job two years 
ago surrendered Tuesday, claim- 
ing to be foe mannerly “gentle- 
man bandit” responsible for rob- 
bing nearly 100 people in two 
states. Flanked by two attorneys, 
Lou Perry, 49, of Spring, waded 
through a group of reporters, 
walked up foe steps of police 
headquarters and stood quietly at 
foe front desk while he waited for 
detectives to take him away. Mr. 
Perry surrendered because he 
had a guilty conscience oyer foe 
recent arrest of another man in 
foe case, said Alien Isbell, one of 
Mr. Perry’s attorneys. Mr.Perry, 
his gray hair combed neatly, 
appeared somewhat nervous. His 
hands shook slightly as be wiped 
his face several times. Isbel iden- 
tified Peiry as a longtime 
Houston-area resident who lost 
his oil industry-related job during 
the energy bust, became depress- 
ed because he could not get a job 
and turned to crime. 

14-year-old is 
halfway to being 
a millionaire 

DUBLIN (R) — A teenager who 
at random picked out some num- 
bers for his unde to nse on his 
lottery ticket is halfway to becom- 
ing a millionaire at the age of 14. 
But Gavin Marnell cannot touch 
his 414,202 punts ($621,000) win- 
nings until he is 18. Under Irish 
National Lottery rules it has to be 
held in trust for him until then. 
Marnell ’s unde Eamonn asked 
him to pick some numbers for his 
lottery ticket and promised to go 
halves if they won. He duly kept 
his promise and jokingly tore the 
cheque in half at this week’s 
prize-giving. 

Dog saves boy, 
kitten from fire 

NEWPORT (AP) — A teenager 
l&ays heand his kitten were saved 
from a fire by a universal symbol 
for firefighters — a D almatian . 
Dirk Tams, 15, said he fen asleep 
Saturday after starting to cook 
and awoke to the family dog. 
Spuds, biting fas hand. Flames 
were touching the kitchen ceiling, 
foe microwave was melting and 
smoke filled the house. Tanis ran 
from the house and called 911. 
Meanwhile, he said. Spuds grab- 
bed Gizmo, a 5-month -old kitten, 
by the scruff of foe neck and took 
her out of the house. “We always 
talk about bow dumb he (Spuds) 
is," said Tams’ mother. Gay. 
“We didn't dunk be would have 
the presence of mind to do some- 
thing like that.” The fire caused 
little damage outride of the kitch- 
en, said fire Capt. Ben Roach. “If 
I had a pet, Td like to have a pet 
just like that,” Capt. Roach said. 
‘‘You always see Lassie on TV 
doing neat things. Well this dog 
did a real neat thing," 

Jerry Lewis’ son 
pleads innocent in 
art theft case 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Christ- 
opher Lewis, foe son of entertain- 
er Jerry Lewis, has pleaded inno- 
cent to owning and selling stolen 
works of art worth $200,000. De- 
puty district attorney Peter Cag- 
ney said the limited edition 
graphics Lewis was alleged to 
have sold were stolen last 
November from a warehouse in 
the Los Angeles suburb of Van 
Nuys. A total of 168 lithographs 
with a total value of $200,000 had 
been stolen, Mr. Cagney said in 
Los Angeles superior court. 

Cheating students 
face 10 years fall 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh, de- 
sperately trying to curb cheating 
in school and college examina- 
tions, will start jailing guilty stu- 
dents for up to 10 years. “Provi- 
sions have been made to award a 
minimum of three years and may, 
imam of 10 years of imprison- 
ment to students for offences li ke 
copying from text and chancing 
answer scripts,” an official state- 
meo£ said Similar penalties wffl 
apply to those such as teachers 
who leak questions, issue false 
marks or diploma certificates and 
supply notes for examinees. The ■ 
government will bar guiltv stu- 
dents from examinations fo r 
three years, one official said. The 
decisions were taken at a cabinet 
meeting Monday night after a 

inegniaiities, 
he added. Students expelled far 
cheating have often attacked 
teicfaers, tom m .exantinafem 
papers, burned furniture 
vehicles on fire and dashed* 
police, witnesses and “ 
said. 
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